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Epheſ. Ts I6, v | 
Redeeming the time, becauſe the-days " L 


evil, 


4. 


N the beginning of this Chapter the - 
Apoſtle exhorts Chriſtians;to holi> 
neſs in general, by ſetting, before 
them a perfe& pattern, Be ye fol- 
lowers of God as dear Children, and walk, 
in love. The favourites of Heaven muft 
imitate their Father, and Tike Gideons bre= 
thren, reſemble the Children of a'Kiti 
he precept is, Be e holy, be ye -perfePt, us 
your heavenly Father is perfet ; Then he 
2oes on to preſs this great duty, more pat- 
icularly upon all in their ſeveral Relations 
which he urgeth by many Arguments. 
Andin the Text he ſeemeth to point out 
Fne opportunity,to put thoſe and all other 
hriftian duties into pra@tice.See that you 
alk circumſpe&ly, not as fools, but as 
wiſe, redeeming the time. 
Explication of the Ward, 
Time is taken under a 'Xeby "Tei 
louble notion : there is the | Pux ſpaciin 
pace .ot time, and there is Emporis, cou 
he opportunity of titne ; &5,9? oppor- 
Kempus longung, imittas. 


A2 and 
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” "4", INE 
and 7, empus commedum 3 timeand oppor 

; _ tunity differ, time is the duration, or ſuc 
ceilion of ſo many minutes, hours, days, 

; or years, one after the other, from the be 
inning of a mans life to the end thereof}, 
4b 7. 1, 14, 15. Is there not an appointed. 


time for man wpon earth ? Opportunity i 
the time apted and fitted in order to this 
or that work or buſineſs, vis. a meeting © 
time and means together,to effect the end; 
This is called the ſeaſon or tempeſtivity © 
time, when time, tide, and wind meet and 
claſp together, Eccleſe 3. 1. To every thing 
#bere is a ſeaſon or opportunity of doing | 
Time may be continued when the ſcaſo 
of time is ended 3 the fails of time may by, 
. aloft, when the gale of opportunity isloſh, 
Every time is not a ſpring time, a ſec 
time, a gaining time, Manna was not to by, 
' had but in the Morning, The beauty q,, 
' _ Timeis the opportunity of time, Ecclef. 3 : 
11. He hath made every thing beautify | 
in his time, this part of time we are t 
redeem. Redeeming denotes the excelley,;, 
worth and preciouſneſs of time3 a coy , 
modity to be valued above the Gold q,,. 
Opbir, Solomon bids us buy the truth, . 
Prov. 23. 23+ Our dear Lord counſellg,. 
a miſerable Church to buy Gold and why, 
Rayment, Rev. Zo I8, And Pant exhot C] 


Tisto buy the time, a Jewel of that price, 
which muſt be redeemed at any rate. Baſe 
ile things are not wont to be redeemed, 
but things of worth, namely, mens Li- 
derties; Eſtates, Lives, &c, So our' pre- 
F*Xious time. Redeeming the time, becauſe 
H he ; fas are evil, 


2C 


th 


Z © To 
nd) The words contain two general Parts, 
Y OJ, An exbortation to duty , redeem the 
an time, | 
» The Reaſon of it, becauſe the dayes are 
evil, 
fo From the words we may be obſerve this 
Y ®Dodrine, which ſhall be the ſubje& of my 
loly.ſaing diſcourſe. 
{<<} Dod. The beſt of Saints, or the redeem< 
O Di of God have need to redeem the time; This 
Y Epiſtle was written to a very famous flou- 
J: Jthing Church in the pureſt times of the 
til oſpel, amongſt whom there were rare 
© Id ſingular Chriſtians, they were called 
ler zints, and faithful in Chriſt Teſus, Chap. 
CON r. and choſen of God in Chriſt, before the 
Id $,444tion of the World, verſe 4. and really 
r#Þnvertcd,and brought into a ſtate of life. 
ſellgorcover they had learned the duty of 
wp ortification, one of the hardeſt lefſons 
hol Chriſtianity, Chap. 4. 22. And wereal- 
| A 3 {0 


ſo ſealed unto the dayo Redemption,Chap 
+ T. 13,4,30. end bad the earneſt of thei 
heavenly inheritance : And yet they,whoſd* 
attalnments were ſo high,muſi redeem the* 
time. The ſame thing is preſt in differen E 


{ terms» Eccleſ, 19.10. It's called a work4# 


ing whileit is a day, Fob 9.4, In the hand4 c 
=- ling of this propoſition, Thhal ſhew you* 


"IT. When time may be, ſaid to be redeem © 

| ed. . no ji 
- 2. What time muſt be redeemed, | 
3. How time muſt be redeemed. , 


4. Why time muſt be redeemed. gf 
5. Motives and direfions to help you. © ; 
't 

C 


th. Me. 
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Firſt, When is time redeemed. :£ 

Anſw.' When time and duty,like tholf 1 
two twins, 7atolgand Eſas, take hold on © 
of anotheg,or as two loving yoak fellowy © 
go hand in hand; when duty attend * 
time,  as,the ſhadow the body, or as tly - 
Maiden her Miſtrefs. \ 

. This is to fill up time with duty, a 
to take opportunity by the fore-lock, ( 
in.the Scripture phraſe, to do the work 
the day in the day. And to this end 0 
poxrtunities or ſeaſons are to be delired, 
_ they offer an occalion of ſervice, and 
doipg our duty,. This we may fee in x L 
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- {Dgvid, Pal. 122. 1. I was glad when they ? 
wp aid unto me, come, let us go up to the bout 
a ofdof the Lord. When there was a way open | 
e& Jt worſbip God in the beauty of holineſs, . 
-6n) David rejoyced to ſee the true worlhip- 
"14 Pers improve their opportunity, to go to 
1q4that City, the name of which is Zebovab 
_ Shammab,the.Lord is there, Ezek, 48.38. 
1 And the Prophet Zechariah brings in the 
. Saints. of God rejoycing in the ſame 
thi Zech. $.20, 21,22, Let us go 
eats to pray before the Lord, and ſeek, 
the Lord of Hoſts in Jeruſalem : Twill go 
2 alſo. The Saints of old were wont to re- 
; joyce when the Sabbath came, becauſe of 
—? the holy and heavenly duties of: that day: 

: opportunities and duty are alwaies.to be 
hoſd Joyned, Gal. 6.10, This is to live ac- 
| og) cording to the will of God, 1 Pet.4. 2: 
»wi and to walk circumſpeQly, redeeming 
end the time, Epb. 5. 15, 17: 

- th... 2. When we are truly careful to.make 
7 up former negligence with double dili- 

ar} gence,redecming the time, we recover our 

{$ loſs. Time, according to this phraſe, 

1:4 ſcemeth to be taken Cap- Qaicqaid ats- 

| © tive, and we muſt redeem 77; retro eft, 

d, | -it- i Redemptions are made mors tenet, Sen. 

by purchaſe, i to redeem a 1 Epiſt. 
hd .things..is to. buy it for a price; the price 
DI. | A 4 we 
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(6) - ; > - 
" weredeem it with is labour, travel, faith To 
| ful and ſerjous diligence, and greater acti{® 
vity-and vigour in the proſecutions of ourſ”* 
duty. When what of time or ſeriouſneſs! - 
hath been wanting in one day or duty, is 
made up, and ſupplied in the next; this 
is the way to repair our {ad ſoul-damages.. 
For the time paſt of our lives may ſuffice us; 
#0 have wrought the will of the Gentiles j®' 
x Pet. 4.3. Chriſtians, our fins havebeen!®! 
many 6& mighty, but our ſervices few and)? 
- mean, therefore put the beſt leg before./©2 
Be not as the Nuggard, like the door up+j©* 
on the hinges, but as the Sun in the Hea-? 
vens, that rejoyceth to run his race. The! 
band of the diligent makgth rich, Prov. 10., 
4+ Lheardof one who beinga Priſoner; 
in a dark dungeon, when the light was! 
*broughe to him for 2 little time to eat his) 
- -dict, would pull out his Bible 'and rd F 
- a Chapter, ſaying » he- could: find his}** 
mouth in the dark, but not read in theſ.7f 
dark. An Argument'that ' he rbade Con: 
ſcience of redeeming his time. ' Sirs, toj N 
be watchful, diligent, laborious, in the W 
faithful improvement of all ' your time,|* 
talents, gifts, graces, is the thing here in- 
tended. The precept is for labour; Lake 
13.24. 2 Pet. 1.10. And thediligent in|” 


duty hath the promiſe of Glory,Heb.1 1 - 
| To 


7 —— 
eh To them who by patient continuance in wel 
a; j4oing, ſeek for Glory, and Honour,and im 
urlmortality, and eternal life, Rom. 2.7. 


eſs wie oem — abt 
Ty 2, What time muſi be redeemed ? 
_ Anſw. All time. 
is; Time is ſo precious, that not any of it 
-;- muſt be loſt. The whole time of our life 
wo muſt be imployed either about our ſouls in 

ithe ſervice of God or in the works of our 
re,}callings, or in order thereunto. Parti- 
p-/cularly. 
= 7 The time of youth. 
hel 2» The time of health and ſirength, 
of 3: The time of affliction. 
ex; + The time of the Goſpel. 

5. The time of the Sabbath, or the Lords 

day in ſpecial muit be redeemed, 
1 Firſt, The time of yeurth muſt be re- 
. deemed. The great God ſtands much 


e<vPon priority, to have the firlt and beſt : 


thy youth, the ſpring and flower of 
thy age to God, and ſtay not untill the 
evil day. Begin firſt with him from 
whom thou hadſt thy being, go about the 
grand affair and work of thy dear and ne- 
vcr dying Soul, before thou dokk ingult oy 
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(8) 
elf in the cares of this World. Refolv{y0» 
 topreſent the firſt ripe fruits to that goo&fir/ 
and gracious God, ' who deſireth the firffyo! 
ripe fruits. In the bright morning of thyot 
life match thy ſelf. to the King of Glorysthe 
and become his Bride before thou art de$da 
fAoured, and defiled by fin and the Worldffor 
It, the Celeſtial ſeeds of Grace be fowntK1 
in the morning, the pleaſant and ſweetith: 
» flowers ſpringing, out of thoſe ſeeds, wilFD 
invite the Lord Jeſus to come and walk inw 
his Garden, Cant. 5. 1. If thou would'M 17 
be the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, let himzre 
that made the Houſe, be the firſt and chick of 
Inhabitant,and ſuffer not thine heart to beJar 
an habitation for Dragons and Devils, y« 
which will be thy undoing to all Eternity,'w 
You young Men, and young Women! V 
- know, that the infinitely gracious God" tt 
; holdsout the Golden Scepter,and inviteth! © 
you to come unto him. The ruddy Da-! #; 
vi2, the child Samzel, the young Timothy! 1 
God calls, 1 Sam. 1.11,12, 1 Sam. 3-10) 
1 Tim, 4.12. and the ſooner you come, the} b 
better it will be. Say then, this inſtant,} 
behold we come thine we are, thine we 
will be; come now and take thine own, 
God will accept you, and take it kindly; 
his arms and boſom is open to you, Fer, 
2, 2,3.- I remember the kinaxeſs of thy 
: Wn youth, 


(9) 
lvEyouth, the love of thine Eſpouſals, when t- + 
odfirft fruits was boligeſs to the Lord, If 
irffyou would have the reſpect and kindneſs 
thyot a Gbd,; offer unto him the firfilings of 
Iry#the Flock; Gen. 4. 4+ viz. thy youthful 
de$daies. -:If-a company of aged feeble per- 
rIdþſons, -or.: ctipples,; were tendred to the 
wiKing for. fexyice, he would not: accept 
ccfſthem,., DS am«;1 44523»: Mal. 1, 8,13, 14- 
vill David from :his-yQuth:and:7aſigh; while he 
in; was young, began'toſeek the Lord,P/.7 1. 
P27: 2 Chron: 34.3« + Young men; it you 
imzreceive the ſeed ot. Grace in the morning, 
icfof yourage,' it will take the:deeper:root 
andimpreflion upon'your hearts, and:cauſe 
Is,1yowto bring forth fruit in 014 age.” Cloth 
ty./will keep colour belt that is died in the 
n,)Wool, and the veſſel will ſcent longeſt of 
od: 'thatdiquor. with which it's firſi ſeaſoned. 
thi | Oohigw Remember thy Creator. 
a=) indbe days of tby youth, Ecclel. Prov, 22. wt, 
by: 12. 2. 
OJ 2: The time of -health- and firength is to 
he} be-improved : you that are how ſtrong, 
t,fantlively, muſt not expe to be fo al- 
7c waies: Youas well as others, mult count: 
n, {upon diſeaſes, licknefs, weakneſs, which. 
y» {will confine you to your Houſes, Cham 
Ts bers, and Beds: now then, while your 


'y freogth and hcalthot Body, and nw 
Ia 
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(10) ; 
ITal vigour is continued, be mindful oſi 
your work and timeJer 
Luke 13. 34+ The greateſt duties and/fi 
Lore 9-24» 25+ difficulties in Heavengd: 
min @ bo. way are ſet forth by ſiri4di 

ving,wreſtlingfghting, 

running» which requires the beſt of our 
time, and moſt of our ſtretigth;” Can a! ©: 
ick and weak \man-run ſo'as to obtain, 
or ſo ſtrive and confli& as to: overcome; 1 
judge ye: King Saul choſe the ſtrong and} [i 
valiant for his Service.. *Tis the firong! © 
muſt run the race, Pfal.. 19. 4. and the! V 

young mult overcome the evil one, 1 Fob. 
2.14. If a man hada buſineſs of great! !! 
concernment,or a matter of Tite and death! t 
that required time, ſtrength, and diligence! ! 
for the doing ofit, and ſhould omit it un-! K 
till he were ſtricken in years, or ungibfick-| t 
neſs or weakneſs invade him, everFione; d 
would be ready to charge him with fol-! 
ly. IE 
If a Carrier amongſt many ſtout firong] 1 
Horſes, had one poor, lame,fick Horſe,apd £ 
ſhould Iay the burden of the greateſt 
weight and worth upon that poor, weak! 
jade we ſhould conclude thatceither he 
was cruel, or that he wanted the under 
ſtanding of 'a man. This is our caſe, the 
great affair of immortal Souls requiret! 
£gunc 
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' offtime, ſtrength, diligence, and: all little 
meJenough. And (hall we charge the who'e . 
and fires of our everlaftiog ſtate, upon a tew 
engdaics fickneſs, and weakneſs before our 
tri-+death, God forbid, Ecclef. 12.3, 4+ 
Ng, . 

our 8+ Thetime of affiiflion mult be redeem- 
a a ed. Chriſtians, in the day of adverſity we 
in, ſt confider, Eccleſ. 7.14. It was the 
me; time of Jacobs trouble, when the Apo- 
1nd! {ile exhortedBelievers to redeem the time: 
ng! God ſpeaks by his Rod, as well as by his 
the word to both which we muſt have an car. 
oþ,, God ſometimes _ teaches his, as Gideor 
eat) the men of Succoth, Judges I. 16. with 
ath| thorns and bryars of the Wilderneſs. Let 
nce? the affliction be of what 

in- kind or degree ſoever, ei> Schola cyucis eſt 
ck.j ther upon our Perſons, a_ lacis.Luch 
ne) Names, Eftates, Families, de 0 
ol-! Church or Kingdom, 

; yea, and of long continuance, we- are to. 
ng] look upon it as from God, and for our 
pd good. Forevery affliction ſpeaks to us 
eſt in the language of Ehud to Eglen, T have 
ak 4 meſſage unto thee from God, And God 
hel will reckon with us for the Rods he laies 
ex upon us. I ſhall ſpeak more to. this in a= 
hd other place. 
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4. The time of the Goſpel muſt he re4y 
deemed. Goſpel-time is our ſpiritual j1 
harveſt, and it is notorious folly to fleep! F 

| | or loyter in Harveſt. The) 2 
Mat, 4+ 6. time of ' the Goſpel ris a} 2 


2 Tim. 1+ 10» time indeed, viz. a time] t 
EZCK. "I. 6 of light, a time of love,! a 


pet - of Jubile -ſoundeth, # 1 
- and all Debts and Mortgages may be ta-! r 
ken up and releaſed; * Here's liberty for) t 
the poor Captives, and the openiag of the | | 
priſon to them that are bound. '*Tis now'zy | 
accepted time, a"day of ſalvation, 2 Cor, | t 
6.2. a time to-accept, or a time tobe ac- ! 
cepted, a golden and glorious time jn- 
+ ©” deed.+ Behold, now-there | 
— Timpus wt is a broad and Clear way | 
* Bile. Bezainloc, © bis -Mercy-Beat, rife | 
aming {word is' gone; ! 
the parfition®wall is dowrij'all Bars aft | 
Gates'are-removed, an Actof Indemnity | 
* is proclaimed,and there is a free admiſſion! 
for all to'tome and be (aved pardons are | 
ready,” Efay: "45. 6/7. Yai 45s 10 z 
" Sinners; your deaf Lotd Jefus;th&great 
Peaceimaker; is now an important Stitor 
unto your periſhing Souls, namely an in- | 1 
viting, | « 
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(13) 
rey viting, knocking, wait- 
ual ing, promiſing Chriſt, Duo offertur grats- © 
zepl Prov. 1,22, 9, 4. Iſ#. 65. 4 ex gratia Dei oft, 
'hel 2." Mat. 11,28. Rev. 3. th gt 
; al 20, Cant. 5.2, Job. 6.36. menta , ut oblatan 
me} the treaſures of Grace occaſfionem arripia- 
ve, | are opened, and offered us 
of! to ſale upon ecahie terms, 
m-! without money, and without price, Iſa. 55. 
th,? 1. Rev. 3.17. O makeſpeed and come, 
ta- | make the purchaſe, buy the pearl of price 
for } that*s better than Rubies, and you ſhall 
the | have a treaſure in Heaven. The favour 
ud ! of God, precious Blood, white Rayment, 
. | tryed Gold, and the eternal life of your 
c= | never- dying ſouls is worth the having : 
n= © conſider alſo, that now the holy Ghoft 
re | calls and offers his afliſtance to cloſe the 
ay.| ! bargain,to tye the Marriage knot between 
He © Chriſt and your Souls, Heb. 3, If you loſe 
re; | this opportunity, you may never have the 
id like, The Spirit and the Bride faith come, 
ty | Rev, ult, 17. 
In: 5. Thetime of the Sabbath or Lords day 
re- | muſt be redeemed : We muſt have a ſpe- 
4 cial care of ſanQifying that. day, it be- 
at } ing the Sabbath of the Lord our God. 
or | This golden day from morning to night 
n- | mult be ſpent in the ſervice & worſhip of 
p, | our Lord, cither in publick, private, or ſc- 
cret, 


The youth that 
lately was hanged 
for murdering his 
Fellow' Servant, 
© confeſſed that his 
Sabbath-breaking 

made way for all 
his other prodigi- 
Ous fins, 


cret duties, and not part of it muſt be lol, 
- -Take noliberty upon that day for frothy ; 
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vain, and unprofitablg, 
diſcourſe or recreations} 
or to ride, buy, fell, ogy 
work. This dreadfulfi 
God-provoking fin oth, 
Sabbath-breaking, is aþyj 
fin in faſhion, hundredgy, 
in this Nation ſerve the, 


Devil more upon thegn, 
Lords Day than on other days. Thenhf 
.men are at leiſure to ſerve the Devil, andjy; 
fatisfic their luſts,and go to the Ale-houle,hh; 
or to exerciſe thernſelves in ſports andzh, 
paſtimes. O that Magiſtrates, Miniſters;g0 
Maſters of Families, and Parents, would, 
look to it, Neb. 13.17. The Lord of they, 
Sabbath commanded thee, that thox, andxh 
thy Son, thy Daughter, thy Man-ſervant, 1G, 
and all withiu thy gate, keep that day bo- to, 
hy 
The Sabbath is called a holy convoca- Sſet 
tion, Lev. 23.2. and the Lord of the dayſth; 
is an infinitely holy, juſt, and jeatousf2c 
God. The Sabbath heretofoxe was cal-Jwi 
led Regina dierum, the Queen of daies, injfo 
the New Teſtament is called the Lords}he 
day, Rev. 1, 10. a day in which we com-Joc 


memorate the greateſt mercy, vis. thence 
| g loxiou 


(15) 
lolifiorious Reſurre&tion of our ' crucified - 
thy ord,and that which the pureſt Chriſtians 
ab! the pureſt times did carefully obſerve. -” 
onsf* Tn the Primitive times, a ſerious and 
|, Ofrict obſervation of the Lords day, was 
Iful 'tryal or badge of Chriſtianity. , When 
 Ohhhe queſtjon was propounded, Servaſti Do- 
5 rinicum ? haſt thou kept the Lords day ? 
edyhe anſwer was return'd, Chriſtianus ſum, 
lnGytermittere non poſſum, IT ama Chriſtian, 
tend cannot intermit it. | It was a ſaying 
Npt an eminent Divine, that he would 
ndzudge of a mans Religion according to 
{e;the Reverence- and care had in keeping 
ndihe Sabbath. Chriftians you are to keep 
15yyour Lords Reſt,: and perform the holy 
duties of his worſhip cheartully, reverent=- 
hedy, ſpiritually, John 4.24. If ever you 
1@xhink to celebrate an eternal Sabbath with 
1,God in Glory, be careful of this duty. 
9-ſToenforce'it, confider, «#4 

1. How {iri&ly the Holy - God impo- 
i= #(cth it, and to what end it is: Remember 
Bebe Sabbath day to keep it holy, Exodus 
15f20. 8. - This bleſſed day for communion 
-Fwith God, is to be premeditated upon be- 
ntforeit cometh 3 therefore in the evening 
${before the Sabbath, let all your neceſſary 
* $ occaſions be done ups that you may have 


exnothing but what becometh the work of 
oy that 


that day, Be like David: Hl man, P/; 
112. 5.ordering your affairs with diſcretio 
Kee your ſpiritual affairs, MK you cx 

acd, the company of ſome worth 
friend, would you be found in a Qluttil £ 
poſtyee, or ſweeping, and clcanſing youſ* | 
houſes on thatday, and all out of orde hy 
- :Qn'the Loxds day you would vehement! . 

"expect the approach and preſence of tht” 
King of- Glory, therefore.mgake all ready 
to-cntertain him. _— 
2, Remember the excellent Epithets 
wd Ther of this blefſed day, -it is calle 

aus of ac , a Holy day, the Haly of th 
Honograble, Iſa. 58. 13. Thereforg 1 

4% be redeemed, loſe ng more Sab: 

baths..., ,; 

©3+ Confder the bleſſings. and foul bel 
| nekits of that day,if it be rightly obſerved! 
It is your Lords Market-dayin the whiclt 
you have the precious Qyl,, .the Golden 
Mianes,' an Treaſure of :Grace ' opened 
that day. There arc ſpiritual 'dainties for 
your hungry fouls , to which you are by 
Chriſt invited that days Iſa. 54; 1, The 
'. Holy Ghoſt doth breath and blow 'that 
day, by the ſecret and ſweet-gales where- 
of Saints mount up toward'Heayen. The 
great God. comes down, and . gracious 
ſouls aſcend that day, Rev. 1,10. And the 
Eunuch! 
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3,7 unuchs that keep Gods Sabbaths, have 
«Me promiſe of a name in his houſe for e- 
,orchfr> 1/2. 56. 4, 5. I might add, the ſevere ' 

ate; ghreatnings, zid Gods ſingular judgments 

; you POD the prophaners of the Sabbath, or 
rde#-0rds day. The man that was found ga- 
encj#hering ſticks upon the Sabbath day,by an. 
mmediate command from God was f».. 
caged to death, Numb. 15.-32, 34, 35, 36. 
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He, How Time muſt be redeemed. 

"th | 

ford 1. By taking and improving all oppartuni- 
abd mities for the glorifying of God. 

! 2, By laying bold onthe preſent time, and 
bes now day of grace for fetling aud ſecu- 
dj ring your everlaſting ſtate. | 
ch} 3. By improving the preſent means of grace 
e for your ſpeedy growth in Grace. 
eds 4. By doing all the goodYbu can t0 0s 
or thers while you may, 3 
wl 5. By Iabouring to keep up conſtant commu-» 

Ic nion with God in boly Duties, 

th 6. By improving every providence and out= 
» ward croſs for inward and ſpiritual ads 
c Dantages.s 

of 7. By caſting up your accounts every day, 
that you may make even with God. 


8. By 
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-8. By labouring to order every da r work 
reference to your laſt day; That havill, 


finiſhed your work, you may be fit to le; 
this World. 


. I Bytaking and improving all occaſio 7 
For the glorifying of God : Dear Chriſtian 
this is your fathers buſineſs, and thi 
great Errand for which you had your be. " 
ng , 
You were born, and new born, to ſerve 
the intereſt of the hol) 

Timpus nox potef and bleſſed God in the, 


Dee conſtcrari, nil 
redenpraw. Galvin World; this is that glog , 


in loc, rious end, for whic h 
| you ſhould ſpend yourf, 
firength and time, and lay out your ſelves}. 
_ to the very utmoſt. That which js the ; 
.Chiet end of your life, viz. to diſplay. 
and propagate Gods glory in the World, fe 
muſt not be neglected, other things are 
- Infinitely inferiour, and muſt be ſubordi- 
nated unto this. For the thoughts and ? 
deſigns of ſerving the intereſt of your | 
| Lord, js that which you muſt be always | 
driving on in this evil World. God cx- 
peRs'it, Zhow ſhalt have ns other God be- 
fore me, Exod. 2G. 3. God will be exalted 
in the heart, and in our life too. I will be 
hs faith the Lord, before all the 


people 


n 


c 


_ 
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wk ple, Lev. 10.3. One way or other, the 
_* Fat Creator will have glory» by all his 
yy atures. God made all things for himſelf, 
*> World to be a viſible and wonderful 
eclaration of his excellent Glory,ſo that 
$ his due debt : P/al. 29. 1, 2. Pſal. g6, 
Give uuto the Lord the glory due unto bis 
zme, to walk with God in our whole 
urſe, to defign his glory, is the prime 
ark of our Saintſhip and Sincerity. 
his is the white in the'mark we ſhould 
at, the thing we ſhould purſue reſo- 
tely, vigorouſly, with all our might. 
Fhether we pray, or preach, or read, 
hear,or celebratE Sabbaths,or converſe, 
thort, or reprove, or indeed buy, fell, 
ow, ſow, cat, drink, let it not be done 
Yr the World,or the intereſt of the fleſh : - 
e ſhould have ſuch a high eſteem of 
rf p0d, and ſuch ſtrong deſires, and ſtrong 
 Wtcctions to him, that the plcaling, prai» 
ng, and rxagnifying of God in all our 
4 Pays might be our main endeavour. 

| Chriſtians, you arechoſen out of the 
World to be Gods witneſſes, if you do 
jot appear for God? his honour and in» 
— Fereſt, none will: All ( ſaith the Holy A- 
; Þolltle ) ſeek their own, Phil. 2.21. but 
, you are to deny; nnd keep under elf, 
hich is directly oppoſite to the _ 
0 
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of your God. Wicked men are bold af; h 
reſolutein a way of fin, to bear up the} a1 
tereſt of the Prince of darkneſs, and wh t 
not you be as aQive for the intereſt IB 
yoar Lord?The Martyrs would rather 4 0 
than diſhonour God, who burning wiſfd 
zeal to Gods Gloty, would glorihe hid 
in the very fire. God hath made ydye 
honourable, 1/a. 43. 4. being Kings arſſo] 
Prieſts, and inrolled you among{(t thjt] 
firſt-born that are written in Heaven. Yd C 
have a place in his heart, and a name &z 
his houſe, you are veſſels of honour,anf(; 
ſhall be honoured, that we might be to ih} * 
glory of bis Grace : Your everlaſting F4 
ther hath mark*'d you, and ſet his ftamut 
and ſeal upon you,' and put a principle Fer 
like within you, that ye might love hingf 
and live unto him. The man that refuſebf 
to bear up his deceaſed Brothers namqp( 
Deut. 25. 9, was to have his face ſpit of 
in the face 'of the Congregation- Bu! 
ſhame and everlaſting contempt will þ 
upon their faces, that will not ſtand up fo 
the honour of the Holy God, Dan. 12. %\ 
Chriſtians, *tis the fin that refleQs diſhoſ: 
nour on Gods name, therefore allow 'if1 
not inyour ſelyes,and prevent it-what yoy! 
can in others, Redcem yous time, and 
redecm Gods glory, your days arc evil,anq 

| you} 
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1d ai have but a few days for this work; do 
thei] and God will own you, and -advance 
d wh to a Kingdom. _ | 
eſt [Beloved in the Lord,though you differ 
cr q other things, agree in thisto glorific 
 Wiſod on Earth,that you may with one mind 
* hiþd tne mouth gtorifie God, Rom. 15.6, 
- Yqvety one that's Godly, crying out with 
S anfoly David, Pf, 34.3. O magnifie the Lord 
| tidith me, and let us exalt bis name together, 
-Yq Cor. 10. 32. Joh. 14. Epheſ. 1.6. As 
1X any as are perfedt will be thus minded, 
2 {al. . | | I 
0 tf}. 2, * laying hold upottthe preſent time, 
Fir now day of Grace for the ſetling and ſe. 
anduring your everlaſting ſtate, or bleſſed E- 
le Qernity. Your ſouls concerns are the great- 
Ung(t; yea,of infinite moment 3 & the things 
uſebf Eternity claim a ſuperiority.If you pur- 
meE©oſe to do your ſouls good, you mult firſt 
t offeek the Kingdom of God, Mat. 6. 33. 
Bikand take the Kingdom of Heaven with 
wviolence, Mat, 12. 12.Let me die the death 
fofef the righteous,or a Lord have mercy on me, 
« Awhen you come to die, will not do, Numb. 
0923, 10, Mat. 25. 11. And know linner,it 
" Ymuſt be done in this thy day, now or ne- 
Over, Luke 19.42. While the door of 
nqGrace is open,before the Bridge be drawn 
ntand'mercy gone, Iſa, 55, 6, This muſt be 
uf done, I. By 


I. be "4: with the preſent C 
of the Goſpel, in cloſing immediat 
with Jcſus Chriſt, and in giving and 
ſigning your ſelves wholly unto him. T 
is that one thing neceſſary, that muſt 
done ſpeedily, to ſecure your ſouls, top 
vide for their everlafting welfare. The 
fore du not procraſtinate or delay it fc 
World. *Tis thy grand affair, that m 
make thee-or marr thee to Eternity. 
that believes, ſhall be ſaved; be that | 
lieves not, is condemned already, Job:-3. 
Fob.$, 24+ Joh. 1.12.1f you do not now et 
brace the Lord Jeſus upon the great a 
glorious Terms of the Goſpel, you '\ 
as certainly be damned, as if you were 
_ Hell amongſt Devils already, 2 Theſ. 
8,9. Heb. 2.3,3,18, You that want Chr 
will you welcome Chriſt, ſaying with t 
ſoul; Come in thou bleſſed of the Lort 
enter thou King, of Glory, Pſal. 24. 
Thine is the Kingdom, take the Tron 
fit-upon the chiefelt Chariot, take up t 
lodging in my heart for ever, and ſuffi 
not the dead Child to lie in the place « 
the living Child 3 and a dead World, an 
dammable Luſts, where my Lord ſhou 
lodge : O bleſſed day and happy hour, i 
which the Heir of Heaven, and periſhi 
Sinners meet, and are married ! Here's 

matc 
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ztch for you ! will you renounce all 
hers, Sin, the Devil, and carnal Compa- 
ans, and joyn your ſelf to the Prince of 
ife ? ſpeak the word, and the work is 
dne 3- open the door, and he will certain- 

come in, and take up his abode for 
er. All that the Father hath given him, 

Il come to him 3 and him that cometh, 

will in no wiſe caſt out, oh. 6.37. 
V.' 3.20, Iſa. 26.13. Iſa. 44.5. 2 Cor. 
5. AQqs 16.30. 

2, By repenting without delay. This 
the ſecond great work, in which you 
uſt make ſpeed 3 for untill this be done, 
pn are'in danger every moment of drop- 

g down to Hell. Remember the fad 
dry of the woman, who, when her 
duſe was on fire, had her Child burned 

ile ſhe was ſaving ſome of her goods. 

ners, your danger is great, your oppor- 
ities are flying, fly you as faſt, Let me 
y to theeas the Angel to Lot, Gen. 19. 
$, 17. when in danger of being burned, 
pe for thy life, ſtay not leſt thou be conſu- 
» The Life and Salvation of thy 


pul cannot be (ſecured without this, As 
» 18, 2 Cor, 7.10, Luke 13.3. There- 
re habour to know the Plague of thy 
rt, 1 Kings 8, 28. and plow up the fal- 
w ground; ſow in tears, and ſect about 

B it 
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ic this inſtant 3 before this day be endedþra 
this Sermon ended', leſt -it ſhould be faiha 
of thee, as of that Woman. Fezebel, Ree 
2.21, I gaveher fpace #0 repent, and hevehhii 
pented mot; and ſo Gods futy came: fortKi! 
like fire, and burn, and none can quench itCh 
Jer. 4. 3, 4+ we 

3. By making it your great buſineſs t@us 
ſecurean intereſ in Chrift, (getving youllyi 
Evidences for Heaven- bright and- clearfec 
Chriſtians, till you have- gotten ththe 
pledges and-tokens of Gods love to you 
ſouls, till you are aſſured of the truth chit 
your Faith, and'the ſincerity of your ret! 
pentance , and hereby of the pardon olnd 
fin, and: of your intereſt in the Lorqpo 
Fcſus,' you'can have little comfort in youſtaſ 
touls, or boldnefs towards God: ' ThereGe 
fore, with: might and. main, work ouſyy 
your ſalvation, Phil. 2.12, Make youB&p 
Calling aud Eleftion ſure, that upon cerirai 
tain grounds you may fay-as the Churchihi 
Lam. 3.24, The Lord-is my portion, ſaitMG( 
my ſoul. Doubtleſi thou art our Father, Taller 
63. 16. Or as holy Job in his'deepafMlictifT! 
onz Job 19.25. Iknow my Reacemer _ 
veth: I amthine, ſaveme, Pal. 119. g9tihe 
Truly T am thy ſervant, I am my Beloved:s)th 
and my Belved 5s mine, Cant. 2,16, Chriyw: 
ltians; this aſſuring Faith''is' attainableJpa 
pra 
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ledray for it, and vigorouſly preſs after ic 
aighat you may be ſealed up unto the day of 
etedemption , that ſo an entrance may be 
yehiniſtred uuto you, into the everlaſting 
ortKingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
i/Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1, 10,11. And O how 
ell have they redeemed their preci- 
S _ time, that have ſecured their never- 
oufying ſouls. Know this, That Afurance 
earfequires both diligence and perſeverance 3 
ththerefore you muſt be conſtant in the uſe 
outok means, and lay hold on every opportu- 
' chity of enjoying the Goſpel. This our Lord 
retommendeth in Mary, calling her attend- 
nceon the Word Preached, a chuling the 
orood part, Luke 10.42. there you will 
aſte: the Cryſtal ſtreams, and view the 
reGolden Mines of ſound Doctrine , and 
ouffyells of falvation. ' This is the place of 
ouBpiritual wonders , where the dead are 
:erFaiſed, the Leapers cleanſed, the eyes of 
the blind"opened, and the Devils cjectcd, 
Goſpel Ordinances are the Golden Gal- 
[/alleries where the King of Glory walketh : 
AifThe Bcd where immortal Souls are begot- 
listen unto God, and in which the broken 
gtihearts' do travel till Chriſt be formed in 
drithem. Through theſe golden pipes, the 
ri{water of Life is poured out upon thirſty 
legpanting ſouls , for the cheering of their 
ra) B 2 Spirits 
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Spirits. Here is the Doctrine preache; 
and words whereby thou muſt be ſavehrk 
Adis 10. Here Chriſt's Mother found hinfye 
it being the place where the Bridegrootauc 
and the Bride meet and ſolace themſelv$ or. 
together. Do not forſake the ſolemn Ahein 
{emblies, remember what Thomas loſt bjcr 
being abſent when Chriſt came. ' O comfſoy 
to the poſts of Wiſdoms Doors, and withrir 
empty pitchers ſet your ſelves under thyz, 
Tpouts of the Sanctuary. *Tis upon theſhnp; 
waters the: Angel moves, and Souls argf 
healed. This is the School where all GodMa 
children are taught of God, and inſtructehet 
unto the Kingdom of God. Gr 
3. By improving the preſent means Gy 
Grace, for your ſpeedy growth in Grace,thaGr 
ſo the grain of Muſiard-ſeed might begrc 
come a great Tree, at. 13.52. Thhe 
Chriſtians courſe is compared to a Raceqn: 
a Walk, to the Morning light, 1 Cor. gawt 
24. Rom, 8,1, and therefore you mult gath 
on,and be progreſſive whilſt you live. Be-Pr 
lievers ſhould be as greedy of grace, ao 
the men of the world are of gain; be-as 
cauſe one grain of grace is more worthfr' 
than a houſe full of Gold, yea, bettet thanſt 
Rubjcs. You are compared to ſtars, toith 
fcuittul Trees,planted by the rivers of wa-y« 
ter, and you ſhould gliſter and ſhine in = a) 
\ arku} 
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Weark night of Helliſh prophancnefs, and 
Ilfve down, and convince this accuting de- 
OOlauched Generation. The Trees of the 
y" rap thould betull of ſap, Pſal. 104. 16, 
 Ahcing grafted into the true Olive, and un- 
ne the ſweet dews of Heaven, you ſhould 
onourith in the Courts of the Lord, and 
vithring forth fruit in old age, Pſal. 92. 12, 
thy3, 14. Chriſtians keep your Lamps burn- 
heſſnp,and hold on your way, that the David 
argf Grace may wax ſironger and ſtronger, 
odMake no ſtop, but firain to get and keep 
tcbcfore , that you may win the prize. 
Growth in Grace is required of the higheſt 
9Gyant, as well as of the loweſt Dwatf in 
haGrace. They ſay of the Crocodile, he 
beproweth as long as he livethz and when 
hthe ceaſeth to grow he ceaſeth to live. How 
ceqminy poor creeping Chriſtians are there, 
Swho can hardly keep life and foul toge- 
gdther, being like the door upon the hinges, 
e-Prov, 26.14. and why, but becauſe they are 
aF&ome to a pitch, and paſt growth, as ſoon 
eas ſprung up above ground. If there be the 
thfruth of Grace, there will be an endeavour 
nfafter the ftrengh of Grace 3 where is lite, 
foithere is growth, 2 Pet. 2.2. The path of the 
a-yujt 5 as the ſhining Light, that ſhineth more 
Is}and more unto the perfeti day, Pro.418. Sirs 


rqup, and be doing, preſs toward the mark, 
B 3 Add 
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Ad to your F aith Vertue ; toVertue Kno E: 
ledge; to Knowledge, Temperance to Te 
perance, Patience to Patience, Godlineſiy, 
that ye be neither barren nor unfraitful B 
ihe knowledge of our Lord and Saviour © 7 Wl 
fus Chrift, Be ye therefore ſteafaſt ET” 
moveable, always abounding in the work 4}, 
the Lird, And if ye do theſe things, yah 7 
fall never fall, 1 Cor. 15. verſe lally ©, 

2 Pct. 1.56, 7. 1 Ty 

4, By doing all the good we cau to otheri 1 

while we have opportunity. As we have / 
therefore opportunity, let us do good uns 
toall men. Hercby we imitate that chas 
r:Cter of Divine Goodneſs, Pſal. 119.6358 
{hor art good, and doit good. Let every ont 
pleaſe bis neighbour for his good to edificati- 
04, Rom. 15.10, Theſe four ways wt 
muſt do good to others. 

Firſt, this muſt be done eſpecially in, 
your Families, to them that are more im-» 
mediately under your charge , and for; 
whom you muſt ſhortly give an account? 
to the dreadful Judge of quick and dead} 
It Chriſt be come to thy heart , let Reli- 
gion be ſet up in thy houſe without delay. 
It chou art xeally gracious, be relatively 
good, ſeeking the profit of many: that they 
may be ſaved, 1 Cor. 10. 33. Sirs, it you; 
would-not be guilty of ſoul-blood, ſoul- 
murder, 


t 
t 
\ 
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hes urder, reſolve to ſet up the Worlhip of 
| 7:Þod in your Families, and let Family work 
ineſi toop to Family-worſhip. Endeavour to 
* | rvay thy Children and Servants to know, 
” 7 bey, and ſerve the Lord, who isa rewar- 
| der of them that diligently feek him. If 
rh 430% are the Children of faithful Abra- 

2bam, do as he did, and walkin his path, 
ad Fobn 8.59. The holy heart-ſearching God 
* witnefieth of Abraham, Gen. 15.19. | 
Lo ha:w him. that be will command his Chil 
av dren, and bis bouſhold after bim, and they 
bs, ſhall keep the way of the Lord. *Tis a great 

' truft to have the charge and truſt of fouls 3 
68 therefore let not your Children and Ser= 
vants live as they liit, but command them 

out Of the way of tin, which will certain» 
' ly bring them to Hell. O that Parents 
and Maſters of Families would take up 

' holy Joſpuab's reſolution, Joſh. 24.15. As 
for me and my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. 

* But on the contrary, many ſeem, as it 
7 wereto have baniſhed God and the Pra- 
1; Rice of Piety out of their houſes 3 as if 
' Parents and Children, Maſters and: Ser- 
| Vants, were reſolved to ſerve the Devilz 
and to'go to Hell, Jobs, 8.44. Theneg 

Ji let of Family dutics is a dreadful ane 
- provoking (in, and that ( as a Godly Mi: 
niljer ſaid ) which will untile the Houſe 
' | | B 4 anc 
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and cauſeth God to rain curſes upon' thy, 1, 
Fable. Read and tremble at the PropheiÞ0! 
imprecation, Jer. 10.,25. Poxr out thy fu; pl 
ry upon the heathen,that know tbee not; an hn 
pon the families that call not on thy Name 
How many prayerleſs Husbands do Biveim: 
occaſion to their Wives to ſay to them, 84nd 
Zipporab to her Husband, Exod. 4.25. Ajto 
bloody Fluband art thou to me. Yourg,.. 
Wives, Children , Servants, will ſadly. 
bewail it, and cry out living or dying : 4 
Oh that ever we were married to ſuch, 
Husbands, born of ſuch Parents, bound ,q 
to ſuch Maſters, that had noregard to ſerve þ,, 
Gad or care of ſouls! It you are Chrifti- 4 
ans indecd, let a conſtant courſe of reading þ,, 
the Word, Catechifing and Prayer. be kept po 
up in your houſes3 for when death hath 4, 
ſeparated you and your Relations, it will 
grieyeyou to the heart, that you did no 
more to further the good of their precious 
Souls, AGs 10.2, 30, | 
2 By taking all occaſions, where ever | 
you are, or come, to further the converſion 
f periſhing ſinners. If you have taſted 
hat the Lord is gracious,and are taken out 
df the Iron Furnace, as Fire-brands, out 
df the burning > where, where is your 
pity and bowels to ſouls in peril? Can 
ou kecontented to be happy, Fude 22. 
an 


FP 


dto go to Heaven alone, and not cn»: 
lcavour by your prayers. counſels, and cx- 
ples, to perſwade and draw others into 
mo cAVENS Way ? wicked men are active for 
- the Devil, who like Snails, Jeave thcir 
"Vfime behind them, wherever they come 3 
"Ind are emptying, the poiſon of lin one 
"Into the other, and ſo furthering, thcir 
11, Jarnnation. What multitudes do you fce 
ly veltring in their blood, and making polt 
> © batt to Hell, whoſe deſperate and deplo- 
ch ble cafe ſhould excite your compaztſion, 
d and cauſc you to ſpeak a word in ſ{cafon 
'C for thejr Salvation. Your dear Lord, 
© whom you ſhould imitate, went about doing 
S good, Afr 10.38, He improved his op- 
4 portunity, ( Fobn 4.) to convert a no- 
1 torious finner 3 though weary and thir(ly, 
was not careful of haſting the meat , be- 

? cauſe he preferred the opportunity to 
bring her ſoul out of Satans ſnare, and to 
fave her. When at your Tables, or buy- 
' ſng} or ſelling, or travelling, opportunity 
' maybe taken to ſpeak of God, and the 
things of God, and to leave fome con= 
viction upon the company. Thus Philip 
alling in with the Eunuch whilſt he was 
riding on his way homewards from Feru- 
zlem, cloſed with him, and was-an in- 
ſirume:1t i fave the ſoul of him he never 
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ſaw before, AGs 8. And by the Heavenl fa 
Diſcourſe that dropped from the mouth jo' 
of Mr. Carter, Paſtor of Brainford in Sufi (-1 
folk, a Gentlewoman was converted whily it 
the was waiting on him in his Chambey 
warming his Bed. A word fpoken in} fe 
ſeaſon, through Gods bleſſing, may fav V 
a ſoul, and it is our duty to endeavour ity 
Mr. Ignatius Fordan of Exeter, was ex 
ceceding inſtrumental this wayz who me 
go from houſe to houſe to put his Neight p! 
boars in mind of their ſouls concerns. Hoy a 
ly David was not afraid or aſbamed t& g 
ſpeak of God before Kings, and to tellj t 
what God had done for his ſoul: and,fait e 
he, I will teach-tranſgreſſors thy ways, ani | 
finners ſhall be converted unto thee, Plal. 51% 1 

- 23. for, bethat converteth a finner from thi) © 

evil of bis way ſhall ſave a ſoul from death\\ « 

James 5.20, When at any time yourt i 

neighbours are fick, and under the hand off! 3 

God, take that opportunity to vilit themy ' 

to put them in mind of Death and Judge 

ment, and to make them ſenlible of the ne- 
cellity of Faith and Repentance , without 
which there can be no hopes of -Heaven. 

Our Proverb i to ſtrike while the Irop is bot. 

Upon a bed of languiſhing, when Death 

looks men in the face , they ſeem (crious 

# vnd fit. to receive the impretſion of faith- 

tizl 
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en] ful-counſe] for their ſouls. To which, 

Quth joyn ſerious prayer 3 for, the prayer of faith, 

Sufy (faith the Apoſile) ſhall ſave the fick, and 

'hily it may fave the ſoul. 

berg 3+. By provoking and encouraging, our 

1 in fellow brethren in the way to Heaven. 

ſavy We muſt exhort oxe another daily, while it 

r ity) 4s called to day, Heb. 3.13. And provoke 

ex4 one another wnto love , and to good works 5, 
ulg and ſo much the more as we ſee the day ap- 

gh# proaching, Heb. 10.24, 25. Wicked men, 

Joy and the children of the Devil, have their 
| ts gowith #5; and do ſtir up one another in 

tel} the way to Hell; and ſhall not Saints 
aid) edific and bxild up one another in their moſt 
11 boly Faizh. Rom. 14. 29, 15,2. 1 [oh: 5. 

514 H. Eph. 4.29. 1 Cor. 14.26. Jude 20. 

the) They that feared the Lord, ſpake often one to 
thy another, Mal. 3.16, Chriſtians ought and 

ur} ſhould ſpend that time in ſerious a95 pro-' 
of) fitable diſcourſe, which others {peti4* and: 
m,# waſte in idle and vain diſcourſe. Say with 

ej the man after Gods own heart, Come- all 

e&-| you that fear God, and Iwill tell you what 
be bath done for my Soul. That which 
you have ſeen and heard, you mult de- 

clare to one another, x Fob. 3:3: Hereby' 
be helping forwards toward Heaven, and' 
comforting one another by the comfort: 
wherewith our ſelyes are comforted © © 
God,. 
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| God, 2 Cor. 1.4. When thou art convert-l 
ed ſtrengthen thy Brethren, Luke 22.32. | 
4. We muſt do good to others, by di-| 
ſiributing to their outward wants and ne-| 
celEties, and hereby lay up a treaſwre in 
Heaven,before our treaſure 3n earth fail, and 
we loſe both, Mat. 19.21. This is to ho- 
nour the Lord with your ſubſtance, Prov, 
3+ 9. This is to make friends with the un- 
righteous Mammon, and to provide your | 
ſelves bags which wax not old, a treaſure | 
in the heavens that faileth not, Like 12. þ 
33+ This duty muſi not be forgottens( Heb. F 
13-16. ) becauſe *tis a ſowing of Seed, Þ 
2 Cor, 9.6. and it will ſpring, and bring: 
farth a Crop or Harveſt inthis or the other | 
Warld, Eccleſ. 11. 1, 6. God will not'for- | 
getit, Heb. 6.10. The Lord Jeſus will | 
certainly reward it, lat. 25:40. A Well. vi 
done; Chriſt hereafter, will compen=. 8 
fate alFthe ſervice of well-doers here, Mat. Þ 
25. 31. | 
5-By labouring to keep up conſtant commu=. | 
21208 with God in all boly duties. Chiiſti- 
ans, you may loſe time in the very fer- | 
vice of God, if you are not careful there- 
in to converſe with him. Take heed of a 
ſlight ſpirit in ſerious performances. God 
ooks upon the heart, and moſt there. 
vome {crious preparation.is My + 
OI 
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ert- ſe you approach the preſence of the High 
. bd Holy God. Joſeph ſhaved himſelf be- 
di-We he would come into Pharaobs pre- 
ne-Mce. Let your heaven-born ſouls jn 
in yery duty, with the Love-ſick Spouſe, go 
nd ſt to meet your Lord 3 and take up with 
thing elſe. *Tis not the picture of the 
« Jusband , but the preſence of the Hus- 
nd, that can ſatiate the truly loving 
nging Spouſe. It is a bleſſed light to ſee 
uls working towards God, gaſping 
nd panting after the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Pak 42.1,2. Olabour forſuch a frame 
heart, and bewail a marrow. and con- 
| FaQed Spirit. Do not perform duties for 
\ Quties fake, ſo as to make duties the end 
pf duties. but as the medizm, by which 
hy Soul may draw nigh to God, and meet 
{. with him. The countenance and preſence 
- bf God in aduty, is the very- ſuburbs of 
, Slory, yea, the very gate of Heaven, Gen. 
28.17. Let this be in thy thoughts, and 
| the very purpoſe of thy heart, and expe&t 
t vehemently in every acceſs to God. Let 
thy ſoul follow hard after God, and ſay, oze 
bing have I deſired of the Lord, that will I 
eck after, that IT may dwell inthe houſe of 
the Lord all the days of my life, Pal. 27 
4. Pal. $4. 2. : Dutics are only the our- 
ward Court, but the form,ſhell, and _—_— 
0 
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of Religion as pipes without watggeth 
breaſts without milk'; as Sails withoKod 
wind, or asa body without a foul, t 
hath no life. The increaſe of your Grafhe 
and Holineſs depends upon your acquair 
tance and communion with the God & 
Grace, It was Moſes his being on. thþea 
Mount, that made his face to ſhine 3 arſh1. 
the Kings being at the Table, that cauſic 
the Churches Spikezard to ſend forth t! 
ſmell thereof, Cant. 1.12. The preſence Got 
the glorious God on a Sabbath, the prgor 
ſence of God in Prayer » or at a Sacrgor 
ment , will beunta thy foul as- marrowine 
and fatneſs, and that which will make thy } 
hands to drop with Myrrhe, and thy finf 
oers With (weet ſmelling Myrrhe. Thuyf 
it was with the Spouſe, when her Beloved 
put in his hand by the hole of the door, 
Gant, 5: 4359 -- 1) 

6.) By improving every Providence, every | 
Comfort, every Croſs for Gods Glory antl oa | 
own Spiritual agventage. God doth noy 
thing in vain; for he hath a peculiar re 
ſpe unto the good of his people in all his) 
difpenſations : he doth time, and meaſure 
and order every dark and afflicting provi-| 
dence for his Churches advantage, Fer:24 
.-5. Rom. 8.24. Heb. 12. 10,11, Gods 
chaſinivg and teaching commonly go to- 

gethes 
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watgjether 3 therefore it is, we muſt hear the 
od, and who bath appointed it. Mic. 6. 9. 
he Rod hath a Vozce 3 Beaſts may feel 
e Rod, but the Believer hears the Rod. 
od's Rod ſhould make us like Aarons 
od, bud, bloſſom, and to bring forth the 
eaceable fruits of Righteouſneſs, Heb. 12, 
1. Now it you would be bettered by at- 
iRion, endeavour to do three things. 
I. Founderſtand the meaning or mind 
f God in them, for what ſins committed, 
r duties neglected they are ſent: AMicti- 
ns are Gods meſſengers, and we ſhould 
ever be quict till we know their exrand, 
Job 10. 2, 
2, See the hand of God in all thoſe Af- 
huyflitions. So did David, Fſal. 39g, 10, 
velAnd holy Fob, 1.21. Hof. 6.1. 
on) 3. Labour to anſwer the end of God in 
2 your ſiraits and troubles , that you might 
erg be made more humble, more holy, more. 
# heayenly than before; that we may ſay, 
of and find, that it hath been good for us. 
e-# to be afflicted. We have as much reaſon to 
us} ſeckunto God for a bleſfing upon our daily 
re. Rod, as upon our daily Bread. | 
il 7, Time muſt be redeemed by caſting up 
Lf your accounts every day, and ſo to make even 
with God, and not get further into bis debt, 
This will be the way to get acquaintance, 
to 
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to procure a pardon, before you are calle?- | 
and forced to an account. Secret duties, i alt 
well done, are the ſweeteſt duties and yea! 
ſadly neglected by Saints themſelves. Youlve1 
ſhould retire every night, and ſpend 43: 
little time in ſelf-examination 3 and whenll) * 
you {it alone, commune with your hearts "! 
and call over the paſſages and actions ofif6* 
the day paſt. Weread, Gen. 24. 93. tha" 
Iſaac went out in the evening tide, to me-$4: 
ditate 3 a precious duty, but rarely practi-$P* 
ſed. Chriſtians ſhould ſpend void ſpacesÞ \ 
of. Time in cjaculatory prayer , and holyſ* 
Meditation. | And O how hard it is tc th 
aſcend this Mount of Heavenly: Medita-| 5: 
tion  *Tis very cafie and delightfome to d 
think of the world , the pleaſures of Sin, 
Friends, Riches, worldly buſineſs 3 but to 
meditate on God, Heaven, Eternity, the 
inſufficiency and vanity of the creature, the 
bitterneſs- of fin , the certainty of death: 
and judgment, ( the very inwards of. Re- 
ligion ) is very difficult. Before you lie 
down upon your Beds at night, call your 
ſelves to an account by ſuch queſtions as- 
theſe : 
' 1. Ihave lived many years in the world 
what have I been doing all my days? have 
I auſwcred the end of my Being+?- 
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11:42. Have I had a holy awe of God in the 
s, jdt of my worldly byfinefs this day ? 
 yethat thoughts of death and Judgment 
Y ove I had ? Where hath my heart been ? 
d 43- How have I performed duties this 
herfly ? What have been the fins of this day, 
rt mercies of this day, that I may beg the 
of rdon of the one, and bleſs God for the 
er * 
'Þ 4. What aſſiſtance and communion with 
- Bod have I had this day in the dutics of 
s Worſhip ? Have not God and my ſoul 
.Fen ſtrangers this day, and many days to- 
ther ? 
2.8 5- What have I done or ſpoken for God 
to 8d his Glory this day, in my Family, or 
ewhere ? haveI demeaned my ſelf like a 
:» (ild of God this day ? This is to make 
ie ligion our buſineſs, or to walk in the 
ar of the Lord all the day. 
h.# 6. Improve your time by endeavouring to 
... $der every days work, with reference to your 
|t day. The end of every duty, and the 
, Feat reaſon of redeeming time ties here, 
g. Þmely, that we may be fit to dic, and 
and before God. Therefore muſt we 
orifie the infinite holy God , and make 
, $i our friend. Hence it is that we muſt 
re our ſouls and ſpeedily get into Je- 
Chriſt and grow in Grace, do good to 
others, 


(40) 


others, call our ſelves to an account, 
clear our title unto heaven , that all $,: 
work may be done up while it is day, Þ'., 
none left to do, let death call when q 
will. - 
The Reaſons why our precious T J 
muſt be redeemed, are, . 
I. Becauſc the days arcevil. L.. 
2, Becauſe it is a conſiderable part, 
our Chriſtian wiſdom. 
Reaſon 1, Becauſe the days are « 
This is the Apoſtles Argument to info 
theduty. Precious Time, and evil d 
run parallel ;' therefore no part of a lit 
time mult be loft. 1 ſhall inſtance 1n at 
particulars, tu make it appcar, 
I. ThcTares of falſe Dofirine, or Dial 
Lical, Blaſphemous, Damnable Opinions, 
abound. How do the Devil's Agents end: 
vour to raze and undermine the very fou 
dations and the principles of the Chril 
an Faith ? Thoſe old and damnable 
relies that have been condemned, and ec 
pung'd out ofthe Church of God, arc gre 
dily embraced and ſwallowed down 
more thana few, 2 Tim. 3, 1. and 4 
2 Pet. 1.12. Te therefore, Beloved, ſeei 
you know ibeſe before,beware leſt ye alſo bei 
led away with the error of the wicked, fll,. 
from your ſtedfaſtneſs,2Pet.3,.17.aTim.1.Y 
2, M 
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2, Mens flagitious lives, and moſt pro- 
giows ſins, make the days ftill evil, What 
ecrable abominations arc there commit- 
Md, upon the ſtage of this evil world ! 
niquity abounds, wickedneſs is in credit, 
d Religion under diſgrace. Many hate 
e power of Godlineſs, but are not aſha- 
cd to wear the Devils Livery. May 
7c not complain with the Prophet, and 
y as, Hoſ. 4.12. There is no truth, nor 
c Wercy, nor knowledge of God in the Land. 
"By ſwearing, and lying, and killing, and 
" ealing, and committing Adultery, they 
reak out, and blood toucheth blood; there- 
* Wore (all the Land mourn. And as Ifa. 12. 
: #5 For our tranſgreſſions «re multiplied be- 
"Fore thee, and our ſins teſtifie againſt us 3 and - 
> Bruth faileth, and be that departeth from 
"Sniquity, maketh himſelf a pro And Amos 
OS. 10, 12,15. They hate him that rebuketh 
JF: the gate, it is an evil time, 
|<. 3- Manyare back-ſliden and Apoſtatile. 
£20w are the mighty fallen the Falling- 
| Bickneſs hath been an epidemical Dilcaſe, 
at. 24.12. Becauſe iniquity ſhall abound, 
F and the love of many ſhall waxcold, Jer. 2. 
"F2 2 Tim. 1. 15, Rev. 2. 4. 
4+ Doth not God frown, and threaten 
*Ffo remove the Candleſtick, and leave us in 
, darkneſs? Rev, 2.5. Amos 8.9, 11+ 
5, How 
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How is the Family of God, and Frie 

of Chriſt, divided and ſub-divide 
from another? Moab and Ammon, Herlſe 
and Pilaze, can unite againſt Chriſt ag 
his Intereſt, when Chriſts little flock afpre 
at a diſtance one unto the other, x Cor. Fe 
3, 4. And when it thus comes to paſs, tiing 
days are evil, ard our time had necd Wor 
redeemed. ur 
Reaſon 2. Redeeming the time, will re 
der us truly wiſe. See that you walk, circunli 
ſpeiily, not as fools, but as wiſe, redeemingde 
the time, Eph. 5.15, Ecclefſ. 6. 4. Thy 
wiſe mans heart ( ſaith Solomoz ) difcecrpt 
neth both Time and Judgment. To workþt 
while it is. day, and to do a great deal oe! 
work in a little time , commendeth ths 
wiſdom of the Agent. Whatever LearnÞÞo 
ing, Parts, Endowments men have, ther 
are not wiſe, unleſs they redeem the timdic} 
The men of Tſſachar were of great accounÞ! 
with David, becauſe they had underſtandHt 
ing of Times, to know what Iſrael ought 
todo, 1 Chron. 12.32. The wiſe Godſſa 
in whoſe hands is our time,taxes the 1 Il 
for fools, not obſerving the time, er. $ 
and ſo doth our Lord Jeſus the Phariſees 0 
Mat. 16.2,3. Thercfore redeeming offÞ 
time is called a walking in wiſdom, as the 
Apoſile expreſſeth it, Col. 4.5. 
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ried The APPLICATION. 


- Clrſi, if time muſt be redeemed, 
we muſt infer, that ſure then 
e is an Eternity, Let all the waſiers of 
or, ne count upon it. It is as certain as any 
;, ting in this World, that there is another 
d World, You may venture your Lives, 
ur Souls, and All, upon the truth of it. 
reÞ by ſhould the bleſſed Apoſtle Paul preſs 
##&lievers (o ſirictly to redeem time, but in 
niggder 10 their everlaſting welfare? Aſſure 
They (elf of it, and believe it as firmly as if 
ceÞth eternities did now preſent themſelves 
'orÞÞ thy bodily eyes, and thou Adi fee the 
| cſPevils and Reprobates in their Chains of 
th&arkneſs, and hear them cry-and roar in 
rnÞoſe eternal flames : and alſo ſee Abra- 
hefem, Iſaac, and Facob, and all the Saints 
meeparted, upon the Throne, finging the 
ungong of Moſes, and the Lamb. This is 
idſhat which is either believed or feared by 
hithe beſt and worſt of men,O that it might 
»dRave a deep and laſting impreſſion upon 
wil your hearts! 
88 2. The opportunity of time is a very pre- 
es ous priviledge. To havea gale of oppor- 
ofſunity to convey us to glory, or the white 
1cJag upon the wall, inviting us unto our 
work, 
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work, to ſue out our pardon before hſur: 
too late. bens a ri} He 

invaluable Treaſure, & ani 

foie yet a tranſient Treaſund: 
& punfto minus * Time(Gods Poſt) rne- 
apacez yea, flies as it wi 41 

upon Eagles wings, and will be gofhe 7 
Time is compared to Golden Sands nico 
ning.between two-eternities,and 'tis an Fho: 
finite mercy they are ſtill running, that yiþ t# 
have a day to work out your Salvation pe 
agree with the adverſary while he is ins. 
way, 9/z. to make up the breach betwq4. 
God and your foul, Rev. 2. 21. The cofon: 
tinuance of time is very uncertain. Wg 
time is ſhort, 1 Cor, 7. 29. The whold : 
but a ſpan, a very little ſpace. *Tis bu 1 
tew dayes:more, and then thy laſt day jo 
few hours more, 'and then thy departiſſſe z 
hour z a few breathings more, and tht 
thy laſt breath. at 
3. Time, as precious as it is, aud whilh 
fbould be redeend at any rates often let ſi 
What ſhall we do to paſs away the-timYi; 
is common- in ſome: maſhti 

Non —_— __ mouths 3 it is a comm@Þt 
ot oor <t dity that lies upon theſe 
Sen, hands 3 they know n 
what to do with it. Hol 

profuſe and prodigal are moſt of this. gra 
tre 


7" "CE 
re kſure who make no improvement of 
a i} How often hath opportunity come to 
» F and waited on us, but very few are 
aſund'to lay hold upon it ? To how many 
) rne-wafters may that killing Text, Lak. 
Wi 41, 4% be applied ? And when be 
g0le near, be beheld the City, and wept ; 
5 could not ſpeak it without tears, ſaying 
n Shou badft known (even thou at leaſt) in 
t i thy day, the things which belong unto 
ny peace, but now they are hid from thine 
n F-,, 
Walla. Spiritual ſloth,whereby we loſe ſo much 
colour precious time it is a ſore evil, and very 
Bngerow. Slothfulneſs(Solomon faith)caſt- 
ol into a deep ſleep, Prov. 9.15. Theſloths 
man is like the door on the hinges, 
Y 3ov. 26, 14. Theſlothful is Brother to 
tie great waſter, Prov. 18, 9, Thercfore be 
thidt Nothful,Rom. 12.11.Heb. 6.12.Weread 
at Joſhua faid to the Sun,Stand till, but 
biod never ſaid to the Soul, ftand till; Re- 
Sion requires action,labor, 


nligence, for it doth not 
16 


& Exigu2 pars eft 
fit in alry , Empty no- 4; quam n0s 


ns, and ſpeculations of wiviny. 

Fe head 3 but in the ex- 

niſe of the mind and heart. Habits muſt 
WF exerted, Grace improved z Heaven 
Ahatis all up hill) muſt be ſtrived for,and 
; gotten 
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gotten, as it were, by force and vic 
*Tis a ſhameful and deformed fight 
ſee aman protefling Godlineſs in a 
thargy, and not proſecuting his duty.: { 
off thy lazy and dull ſpirit and temper 
thou be found that wicked, flothful, . 
unprofitable ſervant, who muſfthe caſt 
to utter darkneſs, Mat. 25. 26, 30. 
me fay to them as the Danites to. tl 
brethren, having ſpicd;out a. good La 
Judges 18, g. Are ye fill? Ariſe and 
aot ſlothful to go and to poſſeſs the Land.1 
Heavenly Countrey is before you 3 at 
and work, and loſe it not for want of 
bour.. Let not ſpiritual ſloth, by cating 
your time, hinder your work, and rob 


of your Wages, Rev. 3.11. 


5. If the beſt of Saints ſhould redeem tl 
time, what bave ſinners need to do? Y 
that have been ſlumbring and ſleeping 
your time, and not gone one ſtep in & 
way to Heaven, but many in the way! 
Hell, had need up and be doing,or elſe 1 
will be cternally undone, Whilſt it is ca 
#0 day, if you will hear his voice, harden: 
your hearts. Do not ſpend ſo freely of ty 
ſwift and precious ſi.eam of Time, eve 
drop of which, hath an influence _up 
Eternity. Knowing the time, that now it 
high time to awake out of ſleep. The night 


[age vp /v ot 4 ; caſt off there 
6 He Works of kueſ7, and put on the 
of of Light. Lok Ks walk hoxeſily, as in 
Fl 7; in Rrotin and Drunkenneſs, 
t in Chambering and Wantouneſs, not in 
ife and Envy; but put ye on the Lord 
Weſws Chriſt, and make no proviſion for the 
; to fulfil the luſts thereof, Rom, 13. 
2, 13,1 
6. If Time, and every part and moment 
it, muſt be improved; this ſerves to eon- 
tethoſe that reproach ſerious diligence in 
Puty as a xeedleſs thing. It the buſineſs of 
ur imortal ſouls did not require great care 
d diligence, why doth Paul here enjoin 
s fo walk circumſpeRly,, not as fools, but 
ge Chriſtians, *tis your wiſdom, to 
our work, and the time to do it. 
ter6ls no rifling about Eternity z now 
the day for the things of your peace, let 
not be hid from your ' eyes. It will be 
ery fad when you are paſſing into the 0 
her World, to (ce that you have all your 
fetirne been ſowing the Wind. 


Uſe 2. Examination. Try whether you 
re redeemers of the Time, or not. 

"Reflect upon what L have id, and thy 
pnſcience will tell thee, thou haſt ſpent 
maſt of thy time in fi = and vanity» ow 
| ruit 
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\ Djs p2rdl EAN Pl Jar 
Eedins ye ba. S,. It tf _ ltoglk 
the mouth of x ag if mY it. wil 
cry aloud another, 

Let meask Sl HL fe POT 
1. Have you Koa, bewails: the oh 
of time, and begged the pardÞn &?. * 
2. Have hin cere clos'd wit he 
Jeſus Chriſt, and Fleck ane ti y given 1 W 


and ref igned'! your Frh tþ bir. to. be hi 
for ever. 


3.*Do0 they | at's i 8 
Ty, 7 46h 8 alvatic on, NE 


forethern ' >” Cank You lay, t hong I '© 
tow thy Calling, and take care & ty Faſſg 
mily, yet Iam maſt, 10h ito! about my 
everlaſting contig? oy 
pleaſures or brofg bf Joan br Kare 0 
ſiri be gone, Word © Fre. is 
God to ſerve and re Y \4þ a. 
muſt be ſanQifed afd (aved: 1 þ.-0 
ſhort time to redeem, I have.a geht to pay 
an account to giVe,, a leptenge th gneeivE 
aneternity tolive. This:is ng, | 
ed I mult and will favemy foul.; 
moſt intolerable and eternal. , . - 

4+ Will you now: PE, 1, and wy te 

it 


cy  bafefr 


i £ Cap ) 
ow; thatfor thefuture you will trade more 
It Eternity; and get better evidences for 
y Weaven ? go about the work of Faith and 
a}Wepentance ſpeedily ; leſt death ſhould 
oge!! and younot ready, 
1 - 
1. Uſe 3- Of Lamentation. 'That profeſſors 
. ould be ſo far from redeeming of time, or of 
| Ming their diligence , that they neglef 
wir dety. T may cry out” with the Pro» 
t, Call for the mourning women for 
ie is not guilty in this kind ? Amos 5. 
'Sirs, for this ſhould our Souls mourn 
IH ſecret places 3: the ſerious conſideration 
which , is enough to fetch blood from 
whearts, and floods of tears from our 
| _ How little care is taken in ſpend- 
hs that well, which when it is gone, we 
mve-no hope jt can be reſtored to us a» 


bn. 'Donotyou complain of the warit 
5 olfitirme, "ſeeing, -you waſte time, © There 
is Fe many poor frivolous excuſes: The 
oulervant will ſay, that he hath a hard, 
7c Fuel Maſter , the Wife complains of her 
ayJicked Husband 3+ the. Child of his un- 
wveſodly Father 3 another, of the Poyerty of 
Jt Is Family 3, he can ſpare no time. Who= 
61 E peecends the want of time,let me tell 

hou haſt a carnal, dead, finful, ſloth- 


| tal eart, the cauſe of all, Halt thou not 
ih - 'C 2 time 
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time for. every,other thing, narnely, a'ti | 
for cating, drinking,fleeping, potting, of 
ping, playing; and none for Heaven ? Ci}, 
you riſe early, go to bed late, and cat i, 
bread of carefulneſs, to get the meat 
periſheth 3 and find no time for God 
your Souls ? Will this excuſe thee anothi 
day» thou careleſs, ignorant,deladed'Sa 
Your Corn,Cattle,your Sheep,your Swi 
your Hawks, your Horſes, and Dogs, $6 
cared for 3. but for the better part then 
no care at: all;.; Wilt thou: tell the griba 
and terrible Judge, at the laſt day, Iwokk ; 
have-becn.ſaved but I had not time?. thc 
are many that cat their bread by che fy 
.of their brows, that, take time. for thi 
foulsz who will be brought in as witndſhy 
ainſt you-at the laſt- day:-.,Will hee 
ye away your time» and the Wine 
.£vil, and opportunit p for your ſouls haſſtoc 
ly come at ? O conſider, it is con tiffieo 
to wake out of ſleep. 


| SH ? FE I» MP Se; 
Exhortation to redeem Time. ; 
Uſe 4. You have heard what it is to ' 


.deem Time, and how Time mult be jr 
deemed. Now let all des ram nt 'y 


(5) 

Lf put this ſo neceſſary a duty in prafiice, Let 
S: FWoung ones refolve upon it, and the mid- 
 Ulle-aged with thc hoary heads. Tender 
it Winto thy God the cream and flower of thy 
le and Time, and think it not too foon-. 
I nthings of far leſs moment, you are for 
otUuaſt and ſpeed. If you were fiarving for 
So ant of Bread, you would think every 
Wilkour long, till you had a ſupply. It your 
5, Sodies-were tortured and tormented with 
Wain and lickneſs, would you think that 
afe and health might come too ſoon ? If 

YO man were in the Sea near linking, can a 
t)Woat come too ſoon ? or can a condemned: 
(wiMalcfaQor have his pardon too ſoon ? haſt 
UWhou lived without God, and Satans flave, 
nd in danger of dropping into Hell, tif- 
en-or twenty years 3 and canſt thou get 
Wnto Chriſt to ſecure thy immortal foul 
itoo ſoon ? Haſt thou not been the Devils. 
(ﬀtoo long already ? ſuppoſe thou hadſt died 
in thy Chriſtleſs tate, where had thy ſoul 
Wbeen? Is it not better to: be the: Lord's 
Wocrvant, than Satans ſlave? Ask the god- 
fly man that hath made trial, and he will 
tell thee... The ſooner thou art ina ſtate 

| Yof Grace, the fitter thou wilt be for Glo» 
OFry. Make ſpeed in thy work, do thy fpi- 
CF ritual buſinels, thy wages'is ſure, and thou 
J ſhalt be bleſſed. Conſider, there was never- 
be C 3 any; 
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any one repented ( living or dying) tl 
they were the Lords, and converted | 
Himes. , 
And for you that have paſt the time'/®$ 
youth, in the (atisfying youthful luſs, 
kv d, it may be thirty, forty, or hifty yeaſP* 
in a courſe of fin and vanity» is it not mona 
than time for you to bethink your ſelve 
In ſo many years you have made fad wort 
who can tell how often you have offen 
ed, that have been prophane Swearer 
Drunkards, Lyar , Sabbath-breakers, | 
long ? If you were certain of having (©? 
many years come, yct the Devil, tt 
World, and your Helliſh Luſts, have h 
balt your time. O let the time paſt ſuthceF: 
know, your times are in God's handy 
P/al.. 31.15. Sothat you are not certainff * 
of a day to come: therefore begin ani 
make ſpecd in your work. 
And for the gray-headed; againſt whon 
Death hath raiſed his batteries, you can 4 
have buta few ſands in your glaſs, you 
departing hour cannot be far, your candl 
is,within the ſocket, and itmay be is com: 
toa ſtinking ſnuff. Do you not fee th 
Keepers of* the old rotten houſe begin to 
tremble, and the firong men bow them 
felves ? Expe& the next blaſt the houſe to 
fall, If you that are leaning on . yourſ / 
ſtaves 
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and Jot oking thrqugh your ſpea« 
gon a to entex upon Eternity, 
don he ok ;your work immediately, Woe, 
a upto yo for ever. If God ſhonld 
Ra a frnirace. in converting and 
t. gy {Ae an old gray-headed tinner, rhat 
hath: been idle till the eleventh hour, Max, 
20.6, would it not be matter. of amaze- 
Wmcot.,: and. wonder to Men and Angels ? 
-n@for the Devil to be caſt out of poſſefſion 
Walter he hath bcen an inhabitant three- 
ſcore years and more, for ſuch an one to 
@ be born again, would be {range indeed. I 
have heard of an old man, who being re- 
ally converted, not long before his. death, 
cauſed this to be written -on .his Tomb 3. 
© Here lieth a very aged man of TH REE 
a4ISARS OLD. He reckoned all his 
| oe ang life. heforc: as loſt, and worth 


no 
"N Fong: that you that have put, off God, | 
ao} and hazarded your ſouls: fo long alrcady, 
might loſe no- more time , conlider theſe 
4 Motives. 
wh © - 1+. The preſent time is Gods time, and 
hell muſt be yours. 
tofÞ - 2. God, the Righteous Tuage will recke | 
.- On with you far your time, 
-3» Tow have ſolemniy promiſed to redeens 
#t. 


C 4 4. Men | 
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+ Men take and imtpriveepportunity ju 
other things. ; | 

| 5. Satan, your deadly enemy, it alway 
bufie, and will looſe uo time; 

6. Saving grace is an attive and ſprivigin 


principle. e* 
7. Time once bad, and loft, cannot be ttm: 
called, "6 
8. ou: How they prize Time that haut pr 
Iota | peek Stag 
9. God hath joyned Time and Duty rope- gr 
ther. $5, SS 
10. On this moment of time-Erernity dem 


Motive 1. Conſider, The preſent ti 
Goag, and it muſt be youre. "Do not.you 
hear the Holy Ghoſt ſay, It is now bigh 
erme $0 ſeek the Lord, ard: calling to-you, ſto 

_ come away, make ſpeed ? Hoſ. 10.12, De-Whe 
laies and Eazineſs are the two great 
Gulphs, in which multitudes of Souls areY't 
drowned , and periſh. How many are w 
now in Hell, that purpoſed and-promifedJd 
to turn to God (as you do) hereafter? ONth 
fear and tremble, leſt it ſhould bg your caſe, Þ V 

: To enforce this, take theſe few hints. S 

*- IT. The preſent” time hath' moſt” Pre-Yw 

cepts3 and Gods commands, like War- 

Wants in the:Kings Name, mult be obeyed 

; | on 


= 


LEY 
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on ſight thereof, We ſay, Muſt is for the 
King : If thou art young, read Eccleſ. 12: 
wht. Remember now thy Creator in the days of 

"thy youth. Today if you will hear bis voice 
8 harden wot your hearts, Plal. 95.7. Firſt 

Week the Kingdom of God, Mat. 6. 33. Tou 
2 muſt ot ſtay long, Hoſ. 13.13. Bleſs 

"RE God, and wonder. the golden thread” of 
a precious time's ſpinned out ſo long, 

KS 2: Ithath moſt promiſes, and they are 
preat and precious, I will receive you; faith 
the Lord. They that ſeek,me early ſhall find 
me, The preſent time is an accepred time 3 
Fin which Ged may be found, Pſal. 32: 6. 
"El Now God calls, Heb.: 3. 9: and you may 
come and-welconie, Fohn 6.37. Andit 
will be matter of unſpeakable comfort to 
gb©a man dying, and looking into Eternity, 
u, Eto know he hath done the work for which 
ef he had his Life and Time. .' © 
at  3- You have the beſt examples. And 
re*tis your duty to imitate. and- follow them 
refwho are gone to. Heaven before; Your 
ed dear Lord would loſe no time; I muſt do 
ONthe wollof bim that ſent me,wbile it is day. 
& | When faithful Abraham was to offer: his 

Son Tſaaethe made haſte, Gen. 2.3.3. he roſe 
e-up early in the morning. Mary Magdalen 
came carly in the morning to inquire after, 
and toſec the Lord” Jeſus whom her: {out - . 
loyed, Mark, 16.2, C5, Mo> 
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Motive 2. God the righteous Judge n 
reckon with you for your time. Not onh 
for your health, wealth,. ſtrength, partz 
graces, memories, but for every. minuted 
your time, If at the day of Judgment 
we muſt give an account for every. id} 
word, much more for ſo great a Talent 
© xzich a Treaſure as Time. A Heatha 
_ © could ſay, that every wiſe man muſt tan 
otii quam negotii rationem reddere, give at 
account of his buſineſs, and of his idle 
neſs, You may, like fools, waſte you 
dime, negle& your duty, and fiand cut 
ainſi the Call of God; but it will col 
, you dear 3 Eccleſ, 14.9. Rejoyce, O youn 
man in thy youth, and let tby heart che 
thee in the days of thy youth, and walk i 
the: ways of thine beart , and in the ſig! 
of thine eyes : but know thou , that For al 
» theſe things God will bring thee-auto judy 
meet: The great Land-Lord of. you 
© Time is at great expence_to continu 
x.. "Thoſe luminaries of Heaven , ove 
your heads ; and Principally, the Prin 
of 'all the Lights of Heaven , the Sun 
that: glorious and mighty Gyant, 't 
Prince and Crown of all Corporal Cre 
tures, do tire, and waſte (as-it were) thei 
Celeſtial vigour, to beget and give time 
Timeis f rickta Jewel, that God woull 
| ; haw 


ibn by ob yon IEnsW”w—_ ca tj + + 'w—_- ea” ine ron cy treo come 
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have no man, value it to another. Tf one” - 


by had hprt angther, he was to pay both: . 


r his cure, :and jloſs of tine, Exog. -21. 
38, 19, So mult; you, at the great Day 
of account, for all your Tjme,..tor every 
Sermon you have. heard, for every Sab- - 
bath and Sacrament yqu have had all your 


days - -! 26 95 3 v7ooH 
. i Mptive 3+ Toz bave al! promiſed to redeem 
goxr Time; . The Vows of Febouah are up- 
on you. . Say with David, I will pay my 
Vows. If the godly man will perform his 
promiſe to his hurt, Pſal.. 15.4. much 
More ſhould you fox ,your profit. Take _ 
tht- counſel of the wiſe man, Eccleſc 5. * 
45. When. thau voweſt a vow unto God, de- 
fer.not to pay it ; Pay '\thas. which thou haſt 
zawed : better it tr. that. thou ſhouldit nat 
ww, than to vow and 1it pay. How, often 
WBave engag'd your ſelves foJeave your 
Kon fins, avd.to livefdaberly, and xighr 
teouſly, and, godly in this; preſent worls, 
| kt Conſcjence-witnels. - K, you. that, have 
x xelolved to xead, pray, fanGitie the Sabbath 
&e- tbould ftillwaite-and «rifle away the 
ime, it will not only þe.g breach of pro» 
.N miſe but a fin agaiult.Light, for which 
+ thy heart will reproach thee and if thine 
heart condemn thee,God is greater than tbine 
bears, 81d kyuweth all things, 3 Job, 3.20«- 
Tour P Remems 
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Remember the promiſes thou didſt make 
at ſuch a Sacrament, or when ſtruck xt 
the heart by fuch and ſuch a Sermon; 
or when death was in thy Family , or 
thy ſclf near unto itz and defer not to 
perform thy Covenant : God, who is 2 
God of Truth, will not be mocked and 
that you ſhall know ere it be long, Jephthi 
would perform his Vow to God 3 I hav 
Gid he, opened my mouth to the Lord, Iſan 
eannot go back, Judges 11-34, 35. HerotSt 
for his Oath ſake, murdered Fob the Bap-War 
tift, Mat. 14. 9, 10. How many timatil 
haſt thou ingaged to dedicate and wy th 
thy ſelf to God and his ſervice ? Therefore gc 
fay, Lord, for ET ſake I will Ss 
erifice my ſelf, and become thine, redeem- 
ing my time, for thy glory; and: mine- own 
ſalvation. | 
Motive 4. Conſ. Men takg and improv 
opportunities for other things. - The fittel 
and beſt time is taken for biiying, ' ſelling 
plowing, ſowing, and gathering into 
Barns 3 and eſpecially in evil and hardy $ 
times. Men willriſe early, run, ride and 
labour- in- the very fire, as the Prophet 
' ſpeaketh. Redeeming thetime , "tis a Me» 
taphor taken from Merchants , that will: 
he ezrly-in the Market, leſt the opportuſj 
nity, of buying the beſt —— 
af 
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ſhonld be loſt. The Proverb is, That time 
and tide Rays for noman; and that we muſt 
make bay while the Sun ſhineth. There is 
notie'but a ſluggard will ſleep in Harveſt 3 
the' diligent Husbandman will not Ioſe a 
day then. Chriſtians, in this great at- 
fair of your: precious, immortal, and ne- 
ver-dying ſouls, do as men about other 
things. Millers and Mariners obſerve 
and improve every gale of wind'; yea, the 
Stork in the Heaven,the Turtle,the Crane, 
p-Wand the Swallow, know and obſerve the 
all time of their coming, Jer. 8.7. They 
te that ſay, 'to day or to morrow, we will 
rf gointo ſuch a City, and buy, and ſell, and 
«Nl get gain, Jam. 4. 12, will, as we ſay, 
mY turn every ſtone, and loſe no time to buy 
MM a good bargain, to make a rich purchaſe ; 
EZ And ſhall not we redeem our time, and 
' make the beſt of our ſpiritual Markets, to 
make proviſion for our fouls, that are 
= more worth than all the world ? 

* Motive 5. Satan that enemy and grand 
Soul-deluder, is always bufie. He is an 
aRive Devil, and heloveth to find us idle. 
Chriſtians, this old Serpent is never more 
at work, than when we are idlz;. for idle- 
-nefs laycth a man open to all his helliſh 
fnares and temptations 3 and then if temp- 
5 tations come, you are out of Gods "_ 
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and if Satan. figd you, on his grqu 
will be too hard for You frame Ava 
tells us he gocth: eo and ill. off 
temptations for the Faſting of our Tiny 
This roaring Lion hath a large Circuit 
for ever ſince he was caft out of Heave 
he hath been going toand fro in the cart) 4 
and walking up and down init, Fob 1, 
His grand delign js to devour, 1 Pet. 5, 
This black Prince loyes to prey upan pr 
cious ſouls 3 the ſoul being that ſweet mar 
ſel he is Gill gaping at. This Adverſan 
hath-his ſeveral walks, he is in the Shop 
the Market, in the Strect, in-the Chambea, 
in the Cloſet, and eyery where, where ſi 
is3 and he :is alſo in the, Congregatiaz 
among the Aſſemblies.of the Saints, when 
they are , about ſpiritual ſervice, Whet 
forth the High-Pricft, ſao before the 
on Nt an Was fingers KA Fan 
im, Zech, hls del 
= was with Chit — Oo Di Ls f 
the Paſicoyer, for there he entred into J= 
das, Job. 13: 2627. Therefore, Chrilk: 
ans, We bave.necd to wo watch $00, 
| Kind, fo bel that, hates y an.gnd all man- 
oth bes tir any egocth forth 
PAR £: Fred why of Prophancacſs, .aodſ | 
re he- tenders, and tempts men with] 
SAP lobjs&s > and he _ Into pf | 


—— © -, p< =» © 


» &&f waits & = 4a xXz © 


a4 


- * = *7 


SF 


on (6s) 
W by-path of error, appearing as an Angel 
ou of Light, and enticeth wanton Wits to 
fuck down the poiſon of his damnable 
Do&rine. And when once he hath inje&- 
N ed his poiſon into the head , how much 
Val time is ſpent in writing and diſputing to 
rw defend his deluſions? We read, that it 
8 was while men ſlept, this enemy ( Satan ) 
MF came and ſowed Tares among the Wheac, 
I Mat. 13.25,39. He is a working buſie 
rl Devil, never at leiſure , but is always 
anll reading, his baits, and caſting his Snares 
2,8 and Nets to catch Souls. Therefore be ye 
ſober, be vigilant, and watch untoprayer, 
and imploy this Talent of precious Time 
well. Idleneſs is Satans ſhop, and the Mo- 
ther of Miſchief. David was at leiſure, and 
on the roof of his houſe, when Satan pre- 
yvailed by that ſad temptation, 2 Sam, 11, 
3. Therefore ſet God always before you, 
keep in his way, and be doing your duty, 
that you may be kept from his fiery darts. 
Theflying, Bird is ſeldom ſhot.z the caute- 
lous, diligent, ative ſoul is mo ſecure. 
Motive 6. Time once gone cannot be re- 
called. | Time paſt, is gone for everz 
Time' preſent ( it we may focallit )-is go» 
Ing 3. future Time is moſt | uncertain, 
neither Men or Angels can hinder, -or 
fop it 3 turn, or bring it back again. If 
4 OPpPOor- 
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opportunities be not now taken, they may 


| 
ans 4 
iS 
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" 


never be had. Be good Husbands of your 
time, and work now, or you may never 


work. Times Redemption may be- your fy 


ſalvation therefore follow and improv he 


the light, before darkneſs overtake you, 
Youall know, that yeſterday, or the laf 
\ hour, will never come again. If thou 
hadſtas much Treaſure in thy cuſtody or 
power as the whole world is worth. it 


cannot purchaſe one minute of time paſk Wn 


You that are old, may as eaſily call back Ws; 


your youth, or become young again, as ſj 


recover any part of this precious Time, 
Laoke. 19% 42. ; 
Motive: 7. The nature of ſaving graces 
working and ſpringing up , which turneth 
all the Powers and Faculties. of the Soul 


Heavenward. Such is the aQtivity andFi 


vigour of this. gracious Nature. that it 
will bring a man to a What wilt thou have 


medo 7: AQs 9.6. Eph. 2.10. *Tis not: 


a hazy and languid thing, but full of life 
and power. The State of, fin in Scripture 
is deſcribed by death and darkneſs, which 
are-a ceſſation and privation of Lite, 
and: Light, and Motion 3 and the State 
of grace-is deſcribed by Life , Eph. .2 
which 'is powerful, and moſt vivacious like 
"the (word of the Lord and Gideon, doing 


great] 


b oy - 


L, 
( 


8 IÞyit. The Lord only knows how _ ; 
at'y | 0 
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oreit' hings It is no wonder to ſee the 
nen of the world , that are born after the 
eſh, to be dull, ſluggiſh, unaRive. But 
you that haye a divine nature, and a Spirit 
of life and power in your. hearts, ſhould 
he diligent and laborious, 2 Tim. 1. 6: 
lon. $.2. This living principle of Grace, 
made the Holy Apoſtles who excited 0- 
hers toredeem their time, fo to employ 
his Talentz the Grace of God in him, 
made him labour more than they all. 1 Cor. 
15. 10. .The ſtreams of grace that flow 
into the Sou], are called Rivers of Living 
aters.Joh.7.38.anda Well of water fpring- 
ing up unto eternal life, Joh. 4.14 90 
that Chriſtians have greater advantage of 
doing good, and of living to Gods Glory. 
Therefore ſtir up the grace of God that is 
in you caſt off ſlothfulneſs, and put on 
diligence 3 and laying aſide every weight, 
rejoyce ( as the Sun ) to run the race that 
ſet before you. 
Motive 8, Conſider, How highly they 
rige Time ;, that have loſt it, and are come 
tothe end of it; and who, with the loſs of 
Time, have loſt themſelves. We have many 
dreadful Examples, that ſtand as ſo many 
Sea marks, to warn us to take heed: 
The poor Jews were utterly undone 
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of, _ are now in flames, that ſu 


Tapgeanes of eternal fire, for not im ( 
Ying the day of grace, Toke 19. 42, Nall 
23.27. The fooliſh Crndharkg on oft thifl q 
opponranityf Toy ying oyl, came foo. laell y 

_ to thedoor. s Elon {faid-tod longh el 
get the blefli he M do things when il i 


is too late. Men goto hed late, Tiſc lt 
go, to Market late, come to Church L. 
and. make peace with God when it - 
late. The old Iſraelites marched. t 
wards Canaan when it was too late, and] fu 
loft that good Land. O how dreadful will þ; 
mercy {lighted, and time loſt be to, the ye 

akened foul, when-it comes tg die, (ccinf 
It ſelf in a Chriſiteſs Rate! - It was a ſpce ll of 
once of a woman in terror of ConſciencÞtye, 
when divers Miniſters and others came whpl 
her ina way of comforting her, ſhe lookiftie 
- with a gafily countepance upon them, anbe: 
- givesthera-this anſwer, Call back Time 4 
gain, if you can call back Time again, th 
there maybe hope for me : But Time is gow 
Another great Lady upon her death-bibec 
cryed out, AP to late,. all to late, a walfGo 
of Wealth for an inch of Time. Anoth 
Gentlewoman, ( of whom 1 have hearg tai, 
who was wont.to employ this precious tydyj 
lent of Time,in playing at Cards, and fudly i 
like Games, coming from her {port lafffea, 


[ 
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tell in-the night, finding, her: waiting maid 
toll (that was religious ) reading in a good 
48 Book 3 and caſting her eyes in the Book 
ll over the Maids (houlder:, ſpeaks theſe 
wotds, or to this effe&, Thou poor melan=- 
ſl cboly fore | what always reading, and ſpend+ 
ing thy time thus ! wilt thou take no com- 
ul fort in thy life ? The Gentlewoman reti- 
a ring to her Chamber, went to bed. The 
oF Maid lodging in the ſameroom, perceiv'd 
WE her Miſtreſs under great diſquiet and pers 
"FF turbation of Spirit, ſighing, and groaning 
f bitterly. The Servant hearing of it, ſe- 
c i veral times call'd to her, to know the rea- 
0F fon ſhe could not ſleep: the maid urging 
*F of her, at laſt ſhe cried out, and faid, T 
cl read this word ETERNIT Yinthy Book, 
which bath ſo pierced my heart, that I be- 
lieve I ſhall never ſleep more, till 1 have a- 
F better aſſurance of mine eternity. Another 
e wanton Lady, that had waſted her time in 
Mfenſuality, who died not many weeks paſt, 
ongtold her vitious Mother, ſtanding by her 
-oVbed-fide, That it was too late to ſpeak of 
aGod to her; for you have undone me, and I 
Man going to Hell before, and you will cer» 
rd taiuly come after, It iscommon with many 
 WIdying.and going into the other world, fad» 
ludlly to bewail the loſs of time. When they 
qpear Mercy is going , Patience — 
ſn . 
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and the time reſpited for Reperitance ove, 
then they prize opportynities at another 
rate. And Oh what wotld the damned 
in Hell give to_ be admitted into- the 
World, it they might but enjoy one day, 
or hour, to deliver themſelves from that 
+2 place of Torment ! Luke 16.27, 
28, 

Motive 9. Conſider , God hath joyne 
Time and Duty together : and that in tw 
refpeds 3 


wo £4 a 0 0 aac At =” 


i ws 5, 


I. In reſpect of Aſfitance. 
2, Inreſpect of Acceptance. 
I, God hath joyned Time and Duty 
together, in reſpe& of Aſſiſtance : ani 
what Infinite Majeſty hath joyned, muk 
not by any means be ſeparated, Work and 
Time, Opportunity and Duty muſt p 
together 3 Adams had his work in Paradil; 
before the Fall. And the ſecond Ads 
was always in action, to the end of hi 
daies. His meat and drink was to dot 
Wilt of his Father, Nwul/zs mibi per otiu 
dies exit, 1 have no day for Idleneſs , wa 
the language of an Heathen.. Chriſtians d: 
your work in ſeaſon, and you ſhall ha 
athltance. Gods opportunity is. as-win 
to the fayls, or as oy to the wheels, whid 
will make you glide through difficult d 
ties with much facility. If we work | 
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Gods time, God will work with us, and 
we ſhall be workers together with him. 
Goſpel-time is. in) order to Goſpel-work 3 
the ſpiritual ppportunktlc are appointed and 
a continued for ſpiritual duties. The work 
be of Faith, Repentance, Mortification of ſim, 
the plucking out right eyes, the chopping 
off right arms, fighting and wreſtling with 
the powers and Prince of darknels, are 
exceeding difficult : but God whoſe arm 
is potent, will give power: and how ecalt- 
ly will great work or ſervice be done, 
when there is great aſſiſtance in the doing 
of it ? A burden that is too heavy for one 
to lift, -by the help of another will come 
up cafily. .This Paw! witneſſeth, Phil. 4. 
13. 1cando all things through Chriſt which 
ſtrengthneth me, The feeble Jews, by the 
help of Febovah raiſed up the walls, of ,Fe- 
ruſalem, from its very rubbiſh,and that in 
.&- ſpight of all oppoſition, Neb. 4.2, 3: and 
6. 15. they plying the work, the Lord 
was with them by his great power, and 
$ ſirong hand : they made their prayer un- 

.to God, when ſtrength was almoſt deeay- 
4 £d, and laboured in the work from the ri- 
{wg of the morning, till the ſtars appeared, 
ic -ANG fo the' wall was finiſhed. Let time 
Iu be redeemed, and. then a great deal of 
of . work may be done in a little time: Gods 

bautus > _ 
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opportunity will make believing and rh 
penting cafe, Tike F946. Av'2; 37, ot, " 
AG 16.14.34. O thereforewhileit isdq, 
work out your "ſalvation 3'for it ir Gd 
whichworketh t# you both to will and 10 th on 
of bis good poyerr, Phil. 2.!12,43, ' lty 

2. God hath joyned Tire and Duty,ht.; 
in tefpe@t'of Acceptance. 'Every Time vſþme 
A6t an accepted Tirne, '2 Cor, 6,2,  Thikſt 
Traelites that'refufed to march ap to Cspill 
14a) at Gods command, loſt thetr oppor-Jhec 
tunity, and iftetward he wouldnetther . 
Hf then, fibr accept them. If thon ftaytiÞ 
tHl Gods'timebe paſt znd gone, art thou 
ſure Godt zecept thee hereafter ?” Therefhid 

+a timewhin'Gtd* will nbt be found, ſha; 
will not*be\ſpoken *withat, T. 55; 6br: 
Efou ſought the bkeflmg with. tears, 'andſÞr. 
It\was denied” Hit Heb.' 12; 17. Prov, 1. 
#9 Db riot fay',i what 'need fo 'muthBlar 
| Fpeed? : What need fo mymich improving of 

Time, ſo math' rcading, heating, praying, 
ipreathing? Bnt' reſolve upoh thy duty poi 
now or never. 

"Motive 10. Laſtly, onlider , That on 


the preſent nymphs of time tern | 

"This deep andheartialfecting Sear 

-ſhould evenkyaliow us up at zu ts d 

'to haften-unto*ottr' hot *£#t' go -fimes 

'opportunity , and you wilt w—_ | 
| Tune 
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rw dto eternity. The Painter being 

{f pines | why hs was ſo cxa@ in drawing his 
0 7% ; anſwered, 1 paint , for Eternity, 
on! ider, that thou mult believe and re- 
nt for <ternity, hear and-pray for Eter- 
ip; fear;love,obey for Eternity. A work 
5; moment, depends on a moment of 
; This: day thou mayeſt throw thy 

cat for 'eternity. This ſwift Poſt 
NN act flop, no, not for a moment, 
aire Soul ! Dot thou ſoc Eternity be- 
"Ire thee, even at thy door , and that 
here is but a ſtep between thee and an 
Wefaſiare: 3 and wilt thou:not be more 
nduſtrious for thy ſoul and heaven ? it a 
han were'to run or wrellle for his life; or 
br a Crown, or Kingdom 3 how would he 
rain,and firive, & that with all hismight. 
fa man were to go over Sea for his life 
ned-bad but one gale of wind -in his life- 
ime, would he come tothe water lidezand 
ſe it ?..If a Malefator had buta day ap- 
ninted/bim to ſue out his pardon, weuld 

e not improve.it ? This is all our cafcs-; 
od hath given us but a day to work 
yhen the day is ended, it will be night 
Ir eycr, Lake 19,12,42. fobn 9.4. Now, 
'may.be, Chriſt is at the door, offering 
dee help3 open to himy leſt he with-draw, 
ad come no more, It is probable the 
Spirit 
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Spirit of Lik _ Power, ariverh fotu 
to God, ' O refuſe not to'comply with i 
leſt the Spi t'[erve: thee;'a Fon! d 
Saul, that'came no more to 'k 
15. 35- I ſhafl conclide the! Modieeri it 
+ - the words of the Pſalmiſt;To day if you ni 
bear bis voice, barden not your bearts, | 
Ged ſwear in bis wrath, that" yoiu ſhall 
enter into bis Reft, Pſal. 91.7-—I1. 
\Now if thou art reſolved to put this & 
, bo into 'pra&ice'; through! Fe ke 


Heaven, ſpeedily and diligently dre 
theſe dire@ions.” | ſu 


| DireQtonsſte the cedcbjnilng of Tink 4 
oY Take heed and beware of thoſe thi ul 


which rob you of your time, ſo 
- 2, Labomr to convince your ſelves i x 


worth of time, andwvalue it\ accordingly.” 
3. Set apart a confiderable portion of ti 
for the moſt ſeeret duties, '* © © 
—| 4, Coſt up and compute your time. 
' 5. Maintain a boly fear u go thy- be 
of coming to the end f Time fore” ke 
be ane, 


Dire. I. Firſt, Tae bb4# Fen 
which rob you of your Time. «Now | 
Thieves that will rob r_cn of. tis exo 
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_es Jewel, are. theſe ſix; apaialt 
eh» watch a3 for thy life. 


. 
g 


"x. Fain Thoughts. 
2, Worldly Cares, 

3. nay jr Viſits. 
*z. Unprofitable Diſcourſe. | 
''5. Exceſſive indulging the outward man, 
"6. Unlawful or tmmoderate Recrhgtions, 


1. Vain Thoughts. Thele are ſecret and 
ſubtil Thieves, that ,inſenſibly rob us- of 
our time every day, and in every duty; 
Vain, impertinent; , and wicked thoughts, 
like Pharaob's Frogs, ctecep and crowd in: 
upon us, and thruſt out good thoughts 3 
ſoghat we cannot keep our mind ſteddy 
e Mand compoſed. Solomon faith, Prov, 17, 
. M24; The eyes of & fool artin the ends of 
the earth; ſo are our thoughts, gadding, 
andring up and down, here and there, 
and every where. Theſe evil thoughes 
ſpring and riſe from within us,as naturally 
Wl - ſparks from the fire,Gen.6.5.Miat.15,19, 
Jon 4 the beart proceed evil thoughts. 
Pad they follow us continually .in eycey 

lace, and in every ſervice, as: the Birds. 
Wn Abrabams Sacrifices, which. Abraham 
&id drive away. ” They muſt not Iodge, 
+$7er, 4+ 14+ Though we cannot hinder the 

D Fowls 
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Fowls from flying i; the Air, oy yer our 
heids3” we'may Ringer hem tr> \ itch- 
ing on our heads. Holy David wp vain 
thoughts, but he hated them,. Pal. 119. 
113. There is not a'tinute,. but- many 
thoughts pals from 4s, as-in a, minute 


ſands do in anhobr- laſs, Pfal, Bs T9, 
Chriſizans, conſider how LS that 
riime's1 iy: "which you. Tread y du- 
ties, "BY vaſh thoughts; when we Thould 
draw nigh to -God, qur hearty, by our 
thoughts fical away, .' And there are, but 
a few dwakened | cr ſpirits, tr P, ſen- FX 
ſible, of this  intrinlecalfecret evils - ough bh 
much of a Chriſtians vtys. and the very c 
ifnwards'6f "Religian,, & in obſerving the N. 
thoughts, 'ahd in watching the heart, bo 
Therefore above. all keeping, keep thy 
Hort; Prov, Fo FENE oy take. heed $0 oof 

Mal.” 4 15p46 
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but Profeſſors themſelves, are ſo cager 
and vehement in the purſuit of this poor 
earth, that almoſt all their time and 
frength is ſpent about it. And , while 
men are fo carcful and ſolicitous about 
many things, and in a very.crowd and 
hurry of bulineſs, it is impoſſible for them 
to redeem time for God and their Souls, 
As ſoon as their eyes are open, and the 
things of the World ſtand as ſo many 
Suitors, to invite and draw them. Some 
have their hearts ſo overcharged and ſur- 
ſeired with the cares and fears of this evil 
World, that their abundance will not ſuf- 
fer them to ſleep, Luke 21. 4, Eccleſe 5.12. 
Now when It is thus, Opportunities are 
loſt, Souls are negleced, Holy Duties 0- 
mitted, or if uſed, they are very unſuc- 
ceſsful, Ezek, 33.31. Mat. 13. 22+ There- 
fore take heed of the World, ſo great a 
devorer of time. NIE 
' '3. Vuneceſſary Viſits are great waſters 
of our time: of which you muſt take 
Feed, it being no mark of Godlineſs, but 
e contrary. The wiſe-man ſpeaking of 
Mhe vicious and virtuous Woman, giycth 
hem this different CharaRer, viz. the qne 
her; feet abiderh not in ber boyſe,Eccleſq.11. 
the. other, lookgth well to the ways of ber 
hold, aud eatreth not the bread of idleneſs, 
- "4 Prov. 
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Prov. 31.27. And weread of ſome, that 
wandred about from houfe to houſe, be- 


' 
ing idle tatlers, and buſie bodies, ſpeaking | © 
things which they ought not, 1 Tim. 5. 13, Þ * 
How men do trifle about the time in go- Þ © 
ing from houſe to houſe to whom it Þ * 
may be ſaid as Pharaoh to the opprefled 1} ” 
raelites, ye are idle, ye are idle ? Let that * 
time you have to ſpare from your Calling Þ / 
and Families, be ſpent in reading, prayer, Þ ® 
6r other religious exerciſes: and in al 
your'viſits, intend and deſign the doing - 
of good, or the receiving of good 3 and b 


not the. paſſing away of this. preciou; 
time. When your friends or neighbour 
'arefick, and imder the hand of God, go 
to them, and give them counſel for thei 
Souls, Rom. 15. 2. 
4. Unprofitable Diſcourſe robbeth us 
. much time. Some imploy their. tongue 
intelling fabulous or filthy {tories,. other 
in diſcourling of parties.-and opinior 
and in ta]king of the faults and mifca 
Tiages of other men. Some about th 
- Times, and'inquiring after News. Thuft;! 
did the men of Athens, who ſpent .the oe 
time-in nothing elſe, but either to cl'®'? 
"or to bear ſome new thing, AGs . 17-21 _s 
' And the moſt, when they come togethafſ®®' 
paſs away the time in diſcourſing of 6 
+ Wong” 
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World, and the concerns of it. But tet 
Chriſtians, when they converſe, imitate 
their Lord 5. the words that proceeded out 
of his mouth were gracious words: Walk 
in wiſdom towards them that are without, 
redeeming the Time. Let your ſpeech be al- 
ways with Grace, ſeaſoned with Salt, that 
Þ jou may know bow you ought to anſwer every 
man, Col. 4. 5, 6. 

nl 5 Exceſſive indulging the outward man. 
| Much of our time is ſpent in making pro- 
*| vilion for the fleſh, Rom. 1. »lt. Some 
-hours every day arc taken up in providing 
for the belly, to pleaſe the Palate 3 and 
ſome at their Tables take up much time. 
{ Others, to gratihe a proud. fancy , muck 
time is waſted in decking and trimming 
iff the body. There are thoſe that ſpend more 
time in looking into a glais, than upon 
their knees in praying to God. A Godly 
Miniſter coming toa Gentlewomans houſe” 
to dinner, wherc he waited from ten of 
the clock till one, all the while ſhe was dreſ 
of fing > burlt out into weepingyto think that 
-ſhe ſhould ſpend ſo much time in Trim- 
$1ng, and he fo little in Praying. . Alſo, ex- 
Fcelive fleep doth devour great part of our 
ort time and life. When we ſhould be 
Jon our knees in our Cloſet, we are in our: 
deds, or on our Couches. Others waſte 
D 3 their 
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their precious timein Ale-houſes,and Ta 
verns,” and brothel-houſes, from day to 
day 3, Gods day being not exempted. A- 
gainſt ſuch there is a dreadful Wo, Wo un- 
19 them that riſe up early in the morning, 
that they may follow ſtrong drink; that conti- 
awe all night till Wine inflame them, Ila. 5, 
IT, 12s 

6. Unlawful and immoderate Reeggation: 
2re the eccalions of great expence of time, 
Recreation ( not to be uſed but as Phy- 
tick in cafe of need) is an ingroffer and 
waſter of ourtime , that is dear and pre- 
cious. Many are fo exceſſive” in it, as'if 
they were ſent into the World to do no- 
thing'but ſport. What time is ſpent in 
Carding, Dicing , Dancing, Interhudes, 
Stage-plays, Bearand Bul-baitings, Hun- 
ting, Hawking, and in reading Romant- | 
ick Books ? Which, for men and women 
profeſſing the Goſpel are not of good re 
Port, Phil. 4.8. the turning of the Bi- 
ble, oy fome good Book, is more become 
ing a Chriſtian, than turning a pair 
Cards, a game ſo much accuſtomed by the 
prophane , . and an occaſion of much tin, 
Theſe things will cauſe bitterneſs and hor- 
ror at laltz they are honey to the fancy, 

 buta ſting to the Conſcience. - Confidet 
which will afford moſt comfort dying; 
, ; tem, 
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Ieem, ſo many days in Recreation, or ſo- 
many; days in Humiliation 3 . ſo many 
hours of payer, or ſo many hours in play- 
ing at Cards; ſo many hours in vain, hl- 
thy diſcourſe, or ſo many hours.in ſerious 
ard heavenly conference : Item, ſo many 


 Sabhaths,iq reading, hearing, and linging 


of Pſalms, or fo many Sabbathr ſpent in 
atindiinking, walking, or worſe, Ho- 


I Bradford accounted . that hour lot, 


wherein he had not done ſome good. Ti- 
tns Veſpafian was was wont to lay, Diem 


 perdidi, Lhaveloſt a day. 


Dire&.2.Set a due eftimate mpon this pre- 


| eious Fewel of Time, that your hearts may. 


be ſo truly tender, as to make Conſcience 
of waſting of it. A Godly Miniſter was 
wont to ſay, when he aw the morning | 
clear and ſerene. *Tis pity this day ſhould” 
be loſt. O value your time, xeckon more 
of one Sabbath, than of the belt Fair or 
Market that ever thou- waſt at,in all thy 
life. Set upon the now day of Grace, 
the price of eternity. I have told you al- 
ready, the damned in Hell (if it might 
be ) would give a world for one OPPOrtus 
wy to make peace with God. 


"'Dire>. | Ze. Set apart ſomie conſiderable 
D. 4 portion. 


\ 


4 


(78) 

portion of Time, for the moſt ſecret Du» 

ties. | | 
1. For ordinary ſecret Prayer and Me- 


' ditation, ſet ſome time apart in the mor- 


ning and evening of every day 3 and do 
not catch and ſnatch at praying times. 
Maay ſerve the world and the fleſh all day 
aod put off God with a few words or 
fleepy Prayers at night. Prayer is the 
breath of the new creature, and the fign 
of a ſpiritual life, Als 9.6. Chriftians, 
tet your Prayers be ſecret, ſincere, fervent, 
conſtant. The way to Heaven ( ſaid a 
good man) is through the Cloſet,and they 


- that have been cminent in Picty, have 


been excellent in Prayer. Holy David 
would not 'let' a morning paſs , without 

rayer, Pſal. 5. 3. yea, three times a day 
he wazat This blefſed duty, P/al. 55.17. It 
was his &lement, and conſtant imploy- 
ment, Pal. 109.4. Your prayer muſt be 
fervent, if it be effetual. Prayer without 
fervency, is asa Bullet without Powder or 
as a Bird without wings, that cannot 


- mount up into the Air. Holy fire mult 


be put to thy daily Sacrifice. God an- 
ſwers by fire. He that looks upon the 
heart, regards the manner of your Pray- 
ers more than the number of your Pray- 
ers, Cold flight mumbling over a vx 
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petitions, either out of cuſtom,: or to op” 
the mouth of Conſcience , will not pre- 
vail, Pſal. 25.10. Iſa. 26. 9. Jam. 5.16.. 
Chriſtians, the time that you ſpend with- 
) F God in ſecret, is the ſweeteſt time, and- 
» Þ bei improved. Therefore, it thou loveſt 
' i thy life, be in love with Prayer. Reſolve 
* | toſpend ſome time with God in Private 
JF} every day.. 

| 2. Extraordinary private faſting ,. is: 
; | aduty very neceſſary, and practiſed bur 
| by a few.. Soul-affticting days between- 
God and a mans ſelf, would through. 
Grace, be much «or ſpiritual advantage 3 
Husbands would mourn apart, and their 
Wives apart, Zech, 12, 12, 13. Faſting 
days will be Soul-fatting days, A&s 10. 
30. and Bleſſed are they that mourn, Mat. 


4 
3+ The third private duty. is Self-exa+» 
mination» When thou art alone, ask:thy:: 

ſelf theſe queſtions :. 

I. Is it moſt certain that I am ina ſtate 
of grace ?- 

2. Is. Grace thriving ?: doth myinward, 
man Proſper ? 

3- Dol live in no known fin againſt- - 
Conſcience, P/al. 19. 1,28, and exercife,, 
"WE urito Godlinelſs ? > | 
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-'4- Do I make Conſcience of redeem- 
ng time, ſo as to joyn Time and Duty to- 
gether? A precious ſervant .of the Lord 
was wont today, if a man could anfwer 
ro theſe twoQueſtions,he need not to fear: 


-** Firſt, Am I Gods Child ? Secondly, Am1 


af Gods way ? Plal. 119: 94- 


Dire&. 4 If you would redeem your 
ime, compute your time, Pray thou mayeli 
do it, Pſal. 90.12. Pſal. 39.4- Numbring 
the peopk was Davidy fm but numbring 
' His days, a Duty. *Tis common for men 

| to-nunber their Sheep, thEtr Cattle, Hou- 
'&s, Lands, Wares, Money, but to number 
our Days is a rare kind of numbring: 
tor the negle&t of which, whatarrears are 
 weſaMcn into, with the great Land-Lord 
287” our time? Chriſtians, divide your time 
nto parcels, and confider how litth God 
"hath 3 how much time was ſpent in- thy 
tafancy and child-hood, Wore thou hadli 
the'aſc of reafon 3 how much is ſpent in 
eur callings and: imployments about the 
World? How much.in cating, drinking, 
and' anprotitable diſcourſe? befides aM this, 
half;-or more is fpent in ſkeping : fo that 


inthe work of God and about our immortal 


fouls, we imploy but a very little : There» 
fore *tis more than time to redeem it. 
DNS: <3 ; DixeR, 
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py + Dire; 5. "Malutiii 2wajl a holy fear - 


apo thy beart of coming to the end of Time, 


before thy work, be done. Live continually 
in an expeQativn of your great change. 

Buy, fell, converſe, read, pray, kear,: and 
do alt as dying men, ind paſſing to re- 
eeive the recompence of endleſs Joy,, or 
Woe. Chriſtians, if you would work 
while it js. day 3 jf you would glorify Ggd 
on-Earth; if you would ſecure, and cygr- 

nally fave your . imcmorral” fou's; if you 
would jiothe a prey to the Prince of dagk- | 
tie(s 3,” I you: Lg {and "with, comfort 
before the Lo on lth at his djeadful Bar; 
if you wool your Jays with- 


out hope: Arife end and be doings. 
a the Lotd be with yoii. 
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Deut. 32. 29. 


G that they were wiſe, that they underſtogd | 


thir, that they would confider their latter 
end, 3 


T*s always ſeaſonable to inſiſt on ſuch 
ſubjeRs as direft us to ſpeak of ano- 
ther World, eſpecially in, times of 

jg. great Sickneſs and Mortality, in 

which thouſands of ſouls night and. day 

Have been crowding into! Eternity. ( wit-+ 
nefs the Tate dreadfulPlague in fixty five.) 
F- therefore made choice of this ſerious, 
and heart-awakening ſubjeQ, that droutic, 

fecure fouls might be awakened toa deep 

confideration of the World to come. The 


whole Chapter is tiled the Song of Moſes, | 


his Swan-like Song, or Song before his 
death, thedying words of that eminent 
faithful Servant of God and it the words 
of adying man are to be regarded, how 
mach the words of a dying Moſer ? 
[This Moſes being ready to- go into the 
vther World , compoſeth this » of 
which the Text is a part3 and dying 

Fs 1 words 


I 
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words arc weighty, and make the deepef 
impreſſions! 

Y' 7466 Jie, 
\- The Song is partly <Mznatory, 
Promiſſory. 


In the Narzative you have; 

1.4, A\Narration of the infinite greatneſs; 
and moſt glorious attributes of the God of 
Iſrael, introduced witha pathetical and 
awakening acclamation. Gzve ear, O ye 
Heavens , and I will ſpeak,; and hear 0 
Earth the words of my month. 

..2, (We have a Narration of their cor-' 
ruption, ingratitude, and rebellion, ver. 5, 
6; They have corrupted themſelves zhey are a 
perverſe and crooked Generation, do ye thus 
requite the Lord, O fooliſh people and un- 
wiſe? Notwithſtanding the remarkable” 
favours; ayd. rare indulgence. of God to= 
ward them, yer-tbey forſook. him,” provoked 


| him to jealouſie with firange Gods, and ſa- 


erificed to Devils, aud not: unto God, verſ. 
16,17, Becauſe of which he threatens, 

1. To, hide bis face from them, than 
which. nothipg more. bitter to-the Soul, 
verſe 20, |} | 

.24, To.infli& varicty of fore Temporal 
judgments upon them 3 | than. which no» 
thing more burthenſome to the. body. =q 

| wi 


(84) 
will heap miſehief* npon them, Twill {pen 
mine Arrows upon them ; they ſhall be burn 
with hunger, and devoured with burning | Y/ 
beat, and with'bitter deftrefion, the ſroor! at 
withont,and terror within, fhall deſtroy both | 8* 
. Toung-man, ond the Virgin, with the ma | P' 
of gray hairs; for a fire is kindled in mine ly 
anger, and ſpall burn to the loweſt Hell; - And} © 
verſe 27. God gives: the reaſon why he | * 
would notutterly deftroy them; #hd make | ® 
afullend of them... Were it not that T fears 
ed the wrath of the enemy, 8&0. - * 7 
And now the words of the Text fetm 
to-be thie application of the whole, 'O tha || * 
they, weuld cinfiderabeir batter ed. 1. NN 
: Xow tay look: upon- theſe words 'as it | * 
weteaMount caſtup, by which the people 
of. {rect might take a view of things to | 
come; :and have a proſpeRt of what ſhould 
befallthem in their latter &nd.-- Ortho they || 
reve weſe ! '20-be wiſe is oppoſed t6 chat 
bruitiſhnefs, wr. 28, They were' a'Na+ 
tion void of .Counſd, for they wanted 
the right exerciſe of Reaſon,- and chat 
wiſdom: which is from 'above-to' dbſerve, | 
avd jmprove:the gracious providenees and; 
Diſpenſations-of God. 3 
| That they weald conſider 5 Confidtration: 
is. a:fixed ac: of: the onderftanding}, on | 
wind, in order to praGice;/ for doing. and 
1G COR+ 
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conſidering are frequently joyned together 
Judges, 18. 4. Now therefore confider what 
ye bave to do, Heb. 10.24, Let ws confi- 
11 dr one another to provoke wnto love and 
4 | g204 works. The ſame thing is variouſly ex- 
preffed im Scripture, viz. to look narrow- 
ly upon a thing, to call to mind, to know, 
14 } 20d ro confider in ones heart, to call things 
hs | to.remembrance, to commune with a mans 
ke f heart, Pfal. 77. 5, 6. 

Their latter end : By which we are not 
only to underſtand thoſe tremendous, and 
deſolating Judgments that ſhould ſurprize 
them in this World, but to rememberthe 
preat things of the other; as alfo Old 
# | Age, Death, the Grave, Eternity 3 Death, 
j- & with-its Antecedents, concomitants, and 
o | confequents. ER 
n The words contain « pathetical Option: 
" or with, O that they were wife ! Ta'whitch, 
+ | obſerve. . 
"© r. The perfon wiſhing, viz. the moſt 
1 | great and gracious God. 70.0 
+ 2+ The thing defired, and that is divine, 
| Þ. wiſdom : a Jewel indeed, a price farabove 
f Rabies. ES OTE 

3- The perfons for which God dhug diftreth,” 
viz, For Iſrael, a people nigh-to the Lord, 
and yet a bruitiſh, inconfiderate, and un- 
"viſe people, O© that they were wiſe; &c.. 

A 4 What 
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4. What this Wiſdom is, wherein it doth 
conſiſt, 'viz.. in the conſideration of. their 
latter end. - | 

The Dodrines. obſervable from the 
words, are theſe : 

Do&. 1. That God doth earneſily deſire 
and long for the good of a people. 

Dock, 2. That an inconfiderate people 

are a fooliſh and unwiſe people. 
"Dot. 3. That want of ſerious. conſide- 
ration is incident not only to the prophane, 
but to. men profeſſing God, and Godlineſs, 
The. Iſraelites were the. only Church of 
God then. in the World, and yet they were 
not wiſe to.underftand, and confider their 
 Iatter end.. 

I ſhall not handle this part, but ſpeak 
to the chief ſcope and intent of the words, 
ig this-one Propoſition. 

.; Dot, That it is a. duty and matter of 


high concernment to conſider our latter end. 


- © chat they were wiſe.! that they would | 
conſider, viz, practically conlider, and. þ 
live always in : the. belict. of. the. other 


World, ſoas to do upall their work while, 
itis day ! this ſeems to be the great import 
. ofthe Spirit of God in this Text. + 

" Eternal Souls3z whatever eſcapeth.your. 
thoughts, this muſt not3. this ſhould be. 
© Your, vade mecum.z; it ſhould rife 'vp, with, 


you, }-- 


> \ 4 


Þ -:. 14: That it is moſt certain that an end will 


(87) 
you, lie down with you, walk with you | 
wherever you go or are. This Moſes him- 
{lf, that precious and renowned Servant 
of God defired,ſecing ſuch a dreadful mor- 
tality in the wilderneſs, and ſo many fad 
ſpeRacles of Divine Wrath, Pſal. go. 12. 
So teach ns $0 number our days that we may 
9n'y our hearts to wiſdom. And as Moſes 

clired it, ſo alſo holy David, Pal. 3 94s 
Lord,make me to know my end; andthe mea-« 
ſure of my days, what it is, that I may know 
bow frail I am. And Solomon (ets a better 
upon it, Ecclef. 7.2. 1t is better to go to the 
bouſe of mourning,than to the bouſe of feaſt- 
ing : for that is the endof all men, - and the 
living will lay it to bis beart, And it is 
an argument that men are dead, when 
at a houſe of mourning they are not mo- 
ved with compaſſion, to a due and deep 
conſideration of their doleful and dying 
condition. t 
\ 1 ſhall come now to ſhew you what we 


| are toconſider, concerning our latter end; 
| and O that it may take a deep impreſſion 


upon all that read theſe plain truths ! 
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wa Seriouſly confider,and believe, 
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be, For whatſoever the Scriptures ſpeak 


of Death, the Grave, ' and Hell, is an it-| 


fallible truth. "You are to conſider, that 
every man is mortal, muſt die; and tak 
into the other World 3 and that in every 
one-of. your bodies, there is an immort;| 
and never-dying, Soul; and that after thel: 
bodies have flept in the duſt of the carth, 
- theyſhall live again; there ſhall be a 6 
farreftion of the juſt, and unjuſt; anda 
the end of the World, a Tribunal hal 
de fet up, before which, all the Worll 
ſhall be made to ſtand. And that as ſoon 
as your. breath is gone, the Spirit ſhall re 
curn to God" chat gave” it, elther to the 
Jaltice'of- God, or to the Mercy of God) 
to- the place of Joy, or to the place d 
Torment. ' :- | 

 Ourtranſgrefſion, natural conftitution, 
with a Statute Law of Heaven have 
brought us under a neceſſity of dying, 
Wherever the ©Viper faftneth, it Kkilleth 
certainly , though not ſuddenly : fin and 
death are twins, fin is the great murderer 
| that letdeath into the World ; for her houſt 
inclineth unto death, and her paths unto the 
dead, Tn the day that thou eateſt there 
thou ſhalt ſurely die, Gen. 2. 17. viz. 
thou ſhalt'become mortal. As ſoon as '4dam 
had finned, he (and'we in him our ue; 
enta- 
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kntaFre ): became ſubje@ , or liable to 


from Adam to Moſes: A Malefafior calt 
at the Bar, is dead in Law, though he be 
repricved for a time 3 tbe Body ( faith the 
Apoſtle ) is dead becauſe of fin : Some die 
inthe Womb, ſome in their infancy, ſome 
iy their youth, and they that live longeſt, 
die'at laſt ; -Death never hurts a man but 
with his own weapon3 it allways finds ſm 


in ns, and the ſting of death is fin. And 


wherever you meet it, or ſee it, you may 
fay of it as Ahab to the Prophet; haſt thow 
hon found me, O mine enemy ? Death, and 
every death is the fruitof fn, death, tempo- 
ral, death fpiritnal; md death eternal : The 
Sonl that fins ſhall die, Eck: 18.20. The 
wages of fin is death, Rom. 6.23. Our na- 
tara] conſtitution rendreth us obnoxious 
to a diſlolution ; our fleth is not the fleſh 
of fione, or of braſs; but frail and moul- 
dring duſt, to which, as to our center, we 
muſi return, Gen. 3.19. Duſt thow art, aud 
wnto duſt thou ſhalt return, Eccleſ. 3. 20. 
All go to one place, all are of the dult, and 


#tarn to duſt again, Heb. 9.27, It is ap> 


pointed for man once to die, Job 14.5. His 
days. are determined, the number of his 
months are with thee, thou baſt appointed his 
bounds that he cannot paſt, No ſhield or 

Buckler 
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Buckler can fortify againſt' this Kingif 94 
Terroxs 3 . impartial Death (the great Li; 
veller)knows no faces; and therefore nol} 
can be exempted. , If faithfulne& migh wor 
challenge immunity from death, then M,.; 
ſes might have been excuſediif beauty,thuffe..: 
Abſolom ; it ſtrength, then Sampſon; it lnſ; 
cerity and piety, then David; it fubtily$ 
then Achitopbel; if magnanimity, thaſF: 
Alexander ; if riches, then Craſus 3 if with; 
dom, then Szlomon; but one event hap by 
pens to them all; ſo that, when the fat po 
moment cometh, no ranſom can be g's, 
ven, no-art nor $kill can keep us het Þ 1. 
. Sirs, were this Dodtrine of | the othe pl 
. Warld believed, it would have a greate 
impreffion upon our hearts 3 did we cri þ, 
ouſly conſider of that future fiate of retii 
bution, according to our faith, of which 
we muſt live or die, ſtand or fall to eter: 


_ nity, it would have a greater influence up 
on our lives. 


m— 


2, Conſid. That at your latter end, all 
things in this World will fail you, and tak 
#beir leave of you for ever, All youginatural 
indowments, outward injoyments, parts, 
parentage, birth, breeding, wit, wealth 
crown$S>kingdoms,pearls,diamonds,houles, 


lands | 
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Tands, Wives, children, friends 3 when your 
6 0Bfeath is gone, all theſe are gong, Prov.-27. 
Lt 14. Riches are notifir*exer, neither doth a 
"0B Crown endure to all Generatione. The glit- 
gh tering Sun of all outward Glory will cer- 
w tainly ſet, which your own experience,and 
N &ripture evidence doth clearly evince. 
TY Riches bave wings, and they fly away, Prov. 
B25. The faſbion of this world paſſetb away, 
nah | - 
"$1 Cor. 7. 29 30, 31. "We brought nothing 
tothe world; and tis certain we ſhall car- 
ry notbing out, 1 Tim. 6.7. If a man were 


treaſure of Kings, muſical ' inſtru 
men and women fingers, and whatfoever 
FF his eyes deſired 3 yet when he takes a ſeri- 
ous view of all things, -he would fay with 
- © him; al{zs vanity, and that a man hath no 
' © profic of all his labour which he taketh 
VF under the Sun, which made the wiſe man 
4 eyen-to hate life, Ecclef. 2. 
IY . Since the Fall, there is a curſe upon the 
creature, which indeed is deceivings vex- 
ing, decaying, and all outward comforts 
Ti may 
{ 
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may be cempared to Pharaohs Hoſt, whi 3 
are alivethis hour and the next drown 
and.dead-upon the Sea ſhore : and thoughK3 
you judge they ſhall. endure forever, Pſa, 
49+ 11. Luke 12. 19. they will deal by yu 3 
as "Abſolom's Mule, that lefe him in hy; 
greatelt extremity. What woful miſerig ul 
attend wozldly :Riches in -the getting 7 
keeping, and parting with them ? tight 
are; fnarcs andithorns,. plagues and! ou UL 
ans unto many 'they: pierce theni-thorby Ys 
with many ſorrows, 1 Tim. 9.10." © Þ 
:;Cet -here -men toil, beat their brain 7 
weaxy:their bodies, tire their ſpirits,'brek }& 
their-flecp, perplex their thoughts, rack | % 
their conſciences; ingulf. and drown them Þ 7 
{elves in; caxes, endanger their ' foul 
(dreaming of nothing but perpetuity :) 
' and;when they have done all; like the {ik Y 
worm, die:in! their work: 'nay, many 1 Y 
man, ſurvives his. own happineſs, which F 
peritheth-befatehe periſheth 3 andiit*s the Þ * 
work of miſcrics to out-live-our own hap- 
pine(s:: therefore:let. not Riches heighten 
your heatts, and :prompt 'you' to Pride, 
which is-too! too common, / 
This day the-rich -worldling favy/a+ re- 
quiem-to hisſadly deluded foul, concluding 
he had-much-laid up- the night following Y- 
his ſoul is required. Hangs is to GY 7 
| the 
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cond man in the Kingdom, but ſoon 
all, and his life too. Now doth Ne- 
nezzar walk in his fiately Royal Pa- 
of Babel, priding himſclf in his out- 
] pomp 3 but while the word was in 
$ mouth, a Voice came from Heaven, 
'0 King Nebuchaduezzar, to thee 
E- thy Kingdom is departed from 

Do. 4+ 29, 3O, 3» 
"zeruſalem this year is. the Princeſs a- 
Paſs Provinces, the next year made 
butary 3; and they that lived delicately 
, and imbrace dunghills, Lam, 
"2 5-. Yeſterday, Job's Catcle 
he benumbred by thouſands, and. .to 
"' | yorrow he is {ripped of all, and left na- 
d.. Neither is our age without a fad and 
eadful inftance ( viz.) famous London, 


* pi a Lord's day ftanding, by Wedneſday 


d: laid in aſhes,, and thouſands 
fo hel habitants houſcleſs and harhour- 
ls; therefore if Riches increaſe, ſet-not 
your- hearts upon them 3 they are uncer- 
tain, cannot ſatisfie,. cannot profit 3 will 
periſh, and that for ever: O then let thoſe 
ſeenious, dear;, + replaling Jewels, laid 
g, your mouldring, decaying, yin 
Fs fe cared for ! hat can "Y profit. 5 
[R290 $0. gain the whole world, and laoſe 
ro pwn Soul ? Mat. 16.26. 
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3. Confid. How ſoon all the preſulÞ - « 
pleaſures of frn will be gone, andleaveih 1 
thing but a fling. Old age, weaknth} | 


 fickneſs will make a great change in th 
whole outward man,as to beaaty, (treng 

natural vigbt, livelineſs of ſenſes, anda 
whereby a man might take any pleaſurth} 
the World, . or in his Luſts. When ſic 
neſs, old age, deaths fore-runner cometh, 

it will make's range change in the molt 
comely countenance 3 corporal comelinek 
and beauty is ſoon ſtained, ſickneſs wil 
not only fade it; but deface its You that 
are endowed with ' comely proportion, 
ſparkling eyes, ' well favouredneſs, ami 
bleneſs of colours, 'of white and red, with 
ſtraightnefs and agility of body, with 4 
chearful aſpe& : when old age cometh, it 
will plow deep furrows in thoſe fair faces; 
and yet many ( ignorant of their foul foul 
and filthy hearts) are proud of their fair 
faces, and comely features 3 ſo-that they 
grow wanton by reaſon of it, and to ſet 
out their beauty and: whiteneſs of their 
. $kins,'( not' being contented with - their 
4 .*Creators curious make) will add painting, 
patches, powdering, criſping, curling, at- 
tificial bolt, and what not ? - Know, thit Þ 
old age will not only wither your beauty F 
( which is butskin deep) 'but abate youy * 
| outwane 
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| outward firength, natural vigour, liveli- 
x4 nels of ſenſes, and all whereby 'you nay 
| have aty worldly pleaſure. 

x - Old age is Solomons evil day, when the 
Sun, Moon and Stars will be darkned, the 
I] keepers of the houſe tremble, -and the 
nj firong men bow themſelves, and rhe grin- 
&| ders ceaſe, and all the daughters'of mu- 
8 fick (hall be brought low, and 'fear ſhall 
ol 

& 


be in the way 3 when the whole outward 

man is decayed, viz. eyes dim and dark, 
jill} cars deafs teeth rotten, gums bare, head 
ut} bald, breath corrupt, hands and feet weak 
| and trembling; an- evil day indeed, in 
is | which you ſhall find no delight in your 
ith } former dalliances,- for the Graſhopper will 
1 4 | bea burthen,and defire (hall fail, Eccleſcr2. 
/ it | But the beauty of: Grace -withers not un- 
es; | der the greateſt declinings of natural beau- 
uh 1.ty5 for. Grace is the Oyl in the Lamp that 
never goeth out, -but ſhineth more and 
more. ' The Kings daughter is all glorious 
within, Plal. 45. Godlineſs, which is Gods 
likenc(s, cafts's luſtre that is very lovely in. 


weir ti fight. of God and Man.  Thou'art all 
ng; army Dove, and there is no- ſpot in thee. 
at» Sinners ! you'that now taſte the ſweet 


in; rejoyce to do wickedly, that ſpend 
Wrtime in riotous drunkenneſs,in chamn- 
npt.wantonneſs, lic upon beds of Ivo- 
Fi ry; 
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9; and firetch your ſclves on  youp couch» 
es, and eat the Lambs oat of the flock, that 
chant to the ſound of the Viol, thatdrink 
wine in bowls, that are not grieved for the 
afflitions of Joſeph, that put far away the 
evil day. know that the fre of fin will 
burn, and that:your ſweet-morſels are but 
for:a moment 3 thoſe ſweet, morſels. and 
delicate-dainties will coſt you dear. 

Hear now this, you that are given to 
pleaſure, that feaſt your ſelves in doing 
evil; *tis but a little time, and you will ſeo 
and ſay, tbit all your delights, hopes, joys) 
are pali and gouc; and that you thall n+ 
ver ſte br taſte themimaqre> only the gras 
vel, gall, guilt and ſing willremain. You 
* thatloye this helliſh Bariquet of fin: ( the 
ſton-waters: that. are) ſweet,: and: bread 
catenin ſecret that's pleaſant ):don't know 
that the dead arethere; and:that: her guels 
are in the depths of Hell, Prov. 9.1716. 
Sin is a ſweet. poiſon, pleaſatt- inthe a 
ing, but bitter in.the'end ; for the ſonl that 
finnethiſhall. die; Execks' 13-20: a0d: will 25; 
, You {pare it,” and keep it RilDwithin you 335% 
mokth? hide under your tongat,; untill the.) 
#t become the : gall-of- Aſps within: you | 
Fob-20. 12, 43. Conſider allo, that youſhts: 
| ſegret wickedneſs, committed in the caniice. 
in corners, that is masked and cloſe keptFhne 


known to God. 
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brane holy, and heart-ſcarch- 
iy . marks them, Fob 20. 14. Hof. 7, 
itcheththem Job 14.16.Seakth them, 
they are down among his treaſur.3, Der. 
32--34+ and they will find you out, Nzmb. 
2.2 ar ( if not truly and deeply repented 
pardoned) > Ba will lie down with 


, al inthe rave, and follow you into the 
| & Wor apd meet youat Gods dread- 
Bay, pb rv be diſcovercd in the fight of 
MZ whote World; evil ſhall Ae the 
finer ; This. evil thing; and bitter, ( bred 
fk hon, not buried in the grave, not 
Rn be ſhed by th bee of Hell ) ſhall. pur" & 


wats unto Hell." Sinners, thisyis 

c*rtal ny, unr epented lins- will neyer 

ih Eno , but "ie down aud. riſe with you, 

& are full of the {ms of your 

path, which. thall lic down with you in 
duſt 3 300, 20. 11. Sin is a bad bed» 

ro and a worle erave-fellow, and if it 

yo! it will awake with you 

Bly dread 1 "Trumpet ihall ſound 3 

Ariſe ye dead, and tome to judgment; The 

att neg in *hafl have all their fins about 


ol them ;- that which was the cauſe of their 


Xi go calt irfto Hell, will be their ever- 
pen there, and will you take 

BE Voper ane corpions into your bq- 

hat will be always gnawing upon 

E 2 y-ur 
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your hearts? Know this 1. your poſting 
Sun of all finful ſenſual delights, will {ctin 
the dreadful Ocean of CO FR 


remedileſs FEW, Vide DISH ct 7.6 
SY . 
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4. Confider, That mw y ; which is ern 
will hand you in ftead when you come to 
/ Cviz.) when you WIRES the vaſt tap 
_ anidlanch qutfinto that'in fihite Octan of 
Etetnity, that* hath'nbjther porn, not 
banks, nor bottotn.” . 
|  -Tramortal fouls ! Do you tos any thing 
that hath Eternity graven upg gy 
*: varieties of WR os hf ens 
hings, that” preſent” Tos 
view. © Lifciip your of Ke | qphir 
vens that-are” Fe ngl a atic Leon 
with a glorious C Hs Mo a, "and;$fittering 
Stars, 'that ve, been there fl of: lhe! ks 
ſands of years; ther 
there ? No, is Fad heir Calls [ 
muſt have their : crtg! Gen 1. H h 
12. Thou Lord inthe beginning baft ol d th F 
foundations of the Earth, att bo rel Foy f 
are the works 'of thine bands": : They” l 
perifhy they wax old as doth a cabs: 7 P 
 tboxremaineſt : The day is corhi6; 5 Wheth } 
' In the Sun ſhall be oe 4 into dar fel FA 
 #be Moon into Blood 5 "The Stare U Ras al 
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ſpatt-fall, andthe powers of the Heavens 
ſhall be ſhaker, the Elements ſhall melt 
\ ith- fervent beat; and the Earth with the 
| works that are therein, ſhatF be burnt up, 
© | Mat. 24.29. 2 Pet. 3.10. 
4) | < Moreover, look to your near and dear 
# | Relations, for whom you expoſe your- 
| ſees to ſo much pain, care; and trouble, 
c look! to Abraham your Father, and to $a- 
#abthat Bare you, ( as the Prophet fpeak- 
eth iiri-another caſe ) to your Hasbands, 
Wives,Children; Parents, Friends, Neigh- 
bours, Magiſtrates, Minifters, are theſe for 
ever ? No, 'mahy of them are gone down. , 
tothe dark Valley already; and ſhall re- 
turn no more 3 or look to thoſe brave He- 
roes,” Alexander, Ceſar, Pompey,and where 
they are'? are they not all conquered by 
the King of Terrors, and held in the pri- 
ſon-of the Grave, for many 100 years ? 
Look to your ' Gold, Silver, Pearts,' Per-. 
fumes , coſtly Cabinets, ſtately ſtracures,. 
Princely Palaces, aretheſe for ever ?- No, 
they are corruptible things,and cannot de- 
liver in the day of the Lords wrath. Kings: 
Palaces are deſolate places ready to become 
4heaps Crowns are tranſlated* from head' 
'to head 3 Scepters paſs from onethand to: 
another; and Kingdoms have their riſe 
and they have their ruine: And will you: 
E 3 ſell 
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{c1! your precious ſouls for pelf,. and trans 
fitoxy traſh, which-indeed is more in, ex- 
peRation than in fruition ? conlider: how 
little that is worth, fos which yqu run 
the dreadful hazard of lofing Heaven. | 
But now ( if you are Believers ) lift up 
your eyes tothe everlaſting hills,- and put 
the Eagles eye of Faith. withia the; Vail, 
there.is the ancient of Days 3. God: your 
Father the. chicfeſt Good ,. and! higheſt 
Happineſs 3 there is Chriſi your dear Re- 
deemer, the Prince of-Gloxy, and a Houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in the Hee» 
vens, and upon the favour of God, the 
Tove and righteouſneſs of Chriſt; you may 
ſee Eternity. | Fo 
Again, turn your eyes inward \to the 
hidden man of the heart, is there the ſeed 
of God, or impreſs of his Image, - and the 
Divine nature? 1 Jobs 3. 9.:2 Pet. 1. 4. 
Is thcrean ative, living, ſpringing princi- 
ple of. Grace?? Joh. 4. 14. -On this:thou 
mayeſt read Eternity 3 Grace is the Heir 
of Glory, every drop of which xuns into 
the Ocean, and nothing elſe can befriend 
you 3. Fer the things that are ſeen are tem- 
poral, but the tbings that are not ſeen ate 
eternal, 2. Cor. 4. 18, 4 
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"5, Confider, which of the two Fternities 
you are going towards ? 1 would have you 
deeply and fcrioufly conſider, that there is 
oneplace for the Sheep and” another ' for 
the Goats 3 ong place for the Righteous, 
and another for the Ungodly 3 one place 
for Believers,and another for Unbelievers:: 
one place for the Dead, and another for 
the Living t an eternal night, or eternal 
day 3 eternal pains or eternal pleaſures 3 
eternal Bliſs, 'or: eternal Burningsz an 
eternal-Life, or eternal Death 3 an eter=- 
nz] Heaven, or an eternal Hell. 

Now ſinners, ſtop here and confider,. 
unto which of theſe two do you belong ? 
Have you any certainty of a- Blefled .and 
Glorious Eternity * that Heaven,not Hell,, 
wilt be'your place ant portion 3 for refol- 
ving of which, confider, and anſwer to 
theſe Queries. 

Have you unfeignedly believed, repent-- 
ed, and turned to God with the renting 
of your hearts, and religned your whole 
fonls'to him? Do you tind your heartsaf- 
feqionately and vehemently. carried out 
to Jeſus Chriſt ſo, as not to be fatished 
without Union and Communion with 
him? Is Jeſus Chrift the Beloved and 
Darling of your Souls ? 
A E. 4 . Have. 
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Haveyou.( being ſenſible of - what-you 
have done againſt him, and of your un- 
worthineſs of him) by a deep, and heart- 
humiliation» laid a foundation for Hea- 
ven and: Happineſs? You muſt ſow before 
you can reap, and they that ſow in tears, 
{hall reap in joy, Pſal. 126. 5. 

Are You Heaven-born,or born after the 
Meſh only ? If by a ſound work of Conver- 
fion you are become new creatures indeed, 

- 2 Cor. 5.17, it is well, ſtand and won- 
der at amazing mercy 3 if not, fear and 
tremble; for if you fail here, you are ut- 
terly undone for ever. 
| Further, are you riſen with Chriſt, or 
dead ia treſpaſſes and fins ? Epb. 2. 1: Arc 
you'partakers of the firſt Reſurrection, or 
are you in your graves, rotting, ſtinking, 
in four fins, being paſt fecling ? Are you 
truly at odds with fin, and every fin? 
or do you take pleaſure in unrighteoul- 
neſs? Are, you for godlineſs in the life 
and power of it? and is there no reign» 
ing allowed {in in your hearts and ways? 
Doth fin, and. every fin look ugly, feel 
heavy,taſie bitter, and no Idol of the heart 
to keep Chriſt out of his Throne ? No fe- 
cret {in lived in- againſt Conſcience ? Do 
you pray, and deſire to live in the fear, 
and as under the eye of God, making con- 

ſcience 
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ſcience of ſecret fins, and of ſecret duties 
with-a fincere reſpe& to' Gods Glory, and 
your own good * ? Doth the heart-ſearching 
God find you in your Cloſets, on your 
knees morning and evening, pouring out 
your. ſouls before him ? —_ one that is: 
godly,” will pray, Pal. 

Are you crucified to the wn: or do- 
your ſouls cleave'unto the duſt ? have your 
a treaſure in heaven, or treafures in the 
held only ? have you bought the Pearl ? 
oxare-you'content with pebbles ? who are 
your afſociates, the Devils herd, or Chritts. 
flock ? 'are you companions for ſwine and 
tilthy dogs, the world: of ungodly, or'of: 
the Doves and' Lambs: of Chrift * whoſe 
mark have you, the mark of ſheep? (viz 
Holineſs, "Humility, Innocency ) or the 
mark of Goats * (viz.. Laſt, Pride; andi 
uneleatmeſs?* ) who keeps the f Throne, 
the Ring\ot Saints, or the- God” of this: 
World? Do your hearts and lives. ſpeak 
Heaven, beaven, heaven, or Hell; het; bell?- 
Hell is not more the pkce of the Devil, 
than the heart-of a wicked-man; Can'you: 
look upward, and ſay; Ohr Father which* 
att in heaven, ox matt you-look dowward!' 
and fay, Onr Fathesi rhielart in hell # 
How can-you take comfort in any thing of. 
" world, that. are like to be unſpeakably* 
E. 5. and! 
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#nd eternally; miſerable - in, the other 
world? Suppofe you had as -much of the 
riches, pomp, and glory of the world, as 
any man that ever lived upon the face of 
the, carth ? If you could ſay, this Crown, 
this Kingdom, thisCountrey is mine, this 
| Gold, this Sjlyergor this ſhop, theſe goods, 
this Manor; this Farm, theſe Fields, theſe 
Flocks,this Cora,theſe Cattleztheſe Mines, 
theſe Pearls, theſe Jewels are:mine, what 
would all avail you, if your ſouls are the 
Devils? Now, how-ftands the caſe of your 
precious, Souls ? are they; ſecured ? 2- have 
you madea zeal preparatiov for death and 
ppdgment, or. left all undone ?- Are you 
veſſels of honour, prepared unto glory,or 
veſſels of wrath fitted to deftzuftion? Rom. 
22423, | ' Ler-Conſeience ſpeakycommune 
with yours hearts, Pſa. 4. 4. Contider your 
ways, Hag.'1.5. Search and) -try; your 
ves, Lam. 3. prove your own work; cx- 
amine your ſelves, whether you are in the 
Faith, 2 Cor, 13.5. Whatſoever you ſow, 
you (hall certainly reap, Gal. 6.7;8. and in 
the place where he tree falleth,' there it 
ſhall lie, Ecclef. IT..F3 If it fallehtothe 
North, it lieth:te-the North 3 it it falleth 
tewards the: Sapth,} it lieth towards the 
South. If youlive'andidic towards Hea- 
ven, Heaven will be your place — ; 
| ut 
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but if you live and die towards Hell; Het!” 
will be your place and home. For accord- 
ing to your doing in this world, will be 
your doom in the World that is ro come, 


2 Cor. 5.10. And is it not ſad and dread- 


ful, to believe that you have precious ne- 
verdying Souls, and do not know whether: 
they ſhall be ſaved or damned, . ſtand or 
fall;. live or die to alt cternity ?. and yet 


this is- the cafe of thouſands and Milli- 


ons of men and women now. in the world, 
that are making poſi-haſt to Hell, ard: 
think and: hope they are. in the way.to- 
Heaven, Prov.. 16. 2.5. 
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6.Confid. How near are you to your ever=- 
laſting babitation ? You arc all going down. 
amain the ſtream of time, into the great 
Ocean, and you will ſhortly. come. thi- 
ther. There is not a ſtep you liep, .not a 


breath you draw, not. a word you ſpeak, 


not a moment of time you live, but hath 
an influence upon Eternity. Theſs golgen 


fands running between two eternities,will 


quickly be gone, a ſhort race will be ſoop 
Tun. O what a nothing is var liſe! viz. a 
ſpan; a drearn, a wirid, a ſhadow, a; vapor, 
a poſt, (wiſterth;n 4 polt, i, Fob 7. 6: Yon - 
are all goin2 to your loog and laſt. hom.s; 
[9 
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fothe Houſe of Eternity 3 every man go- 
eth to his Jong home, Eccleſ. 12.5. How 
doth he go? he goeth ſwiftly, alway in 
motion, night.and day, fleeping and wak- 
ing, labouring or loirering, this poſt halt- 
ens,time and tice ſtays not. Again, he go- 
cth inſenfibly, man doth not diſcern or 
perceive how this precious time doth flye 


from him 3 the ſhadow on the Dial pak. 


teth from one hour or tigure to another, 
from the Sun riſing to its ſetting, . though 
its ſpeedy tranſient motion is not obſer- 
ved 3 ſo man paſſeth from infancy to child- 
hood,from childhood to youth,from youth 
to middle age, and fo to old age, and the 
pravez and we take little or no notice of 
" it. Again, he goeth irreliſtibly, neither 
Men nor Angels, Phylick nor Phylician 
can keep him here 3. it is as caſie to obltruct 
the whGle courſe of nature, or to hinder 
Gods Covenant of day and night. A man 
may as well reſtrain the Sun fromyriling, 
the Sca from flowing, or the wind from 
Blowing, 'as keep man from dying , and 
?oing to the place appointed for all living, 
Weare but of yeſterday, Job 8.9. it was 
but as it were yeſterday, and we were in 
the womb of nothing, had no being, and 
it will be but as it were to morrow, and 
we (hall difappear,and be(as to this world) 

» es | | as 
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as if we had never been. We are cruſhtd 
before the Moth, Job 4.19. and in a 
moment we go down to the Grave, and 
ſhall come up no more. Yea, our Pictures 
and Statues remain freſh and firm, when 
weare gone down to the bars of the pit, 
and relt togethex.in the duſt, and our very 
Dogs, Horſes live, when we are dead, and 
become meat for worms; 

This heart-affeQing meditation, had a 
very great influence on a great Perſia 
King, who taking a view of his huge vaſt 
Army, wept to think that within a hun- 
dred years, not one man of them would 
be Icft alive. Sinners, you are to Jook be- 
yond the grave, becauſe after. death, the 
judgment, Heb. 9.27. O then tremble to 
conſider, that you arc all this day ſtanding 
before the door of Eternity, either on the . 
brink of life, or the brink of death, upon 
the borders of Heaven, or the mouth of 
Hell, and ſhall ere long be made- to fee 
what is on the other fidg,,ot the Wall 3 
35 ſoon as death hath ſhut ygur eyes, you 
ſhall ſee and know what you ſhall be for. 
ever. If you are now unconverted, and 
without God in the world, you are al- 
molt come within the fight of the burn- 
ing Lake of Fire and Brimſjone 3. but if 


Saints, you are almoſt within the view 


of 
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of the New Feruſalem if ungodly fin 
ers, you are almoſt within the dreadful 
noiſe of the milſtones of wrath, and the 
ratlings of the fiery chains of the Prifon- 
' ers of Hell, the dolorous outcries and hi- 
deous roarings Of the ſpirits in priſon, 
crying out ope and all, O what evil, and 
oi infinite evil and bitter, bitter thing is fin, 
which we would not conſider or: believe till 
we came to this diſmal place of torment:' 
There you may hear the curſed;tormented 
unbeliever crying out upon his God-pre- 
voking,Chriſt-rejeRting,and Soul-murder- 
ing ſin-of infidelity, ſaying in the anguiſh 
of his ſoul, If T had accepred of the yemedy,| 
bad not been in this doteful miſery, the Lord 
of Glory was at the door, 1 beard bim hyock | 
tong time, but would not let him in, therefar 
is Helth mouth ſhut upon me for ever, Ther: 
the Swearers, Liars, Blafphemers, that did 
tear and''rend the Sacred Name of their 
Creator, and ſwear by the Blood and 
Wounds of their offered Redeemer, art 
heard with tKFkbt and ſcorched tongues 
eo bewail, that ever they ſhould take the 
Name of the. infinitely holy God-in vain. 


There the hypocritical and falfe-hearted 


profeſſors, the finners in Sioz cry out, and 
with that either they: had made no ſhew dl 
boye to. Chriſt and holineſs at all, or thit 
| thy 


>= =» 23 =atgLSss © Et 


=”® WV 2 => 4 =@S56p 


tt = BD © © Oo” 


(109) 
they bad loved him in fincerity, and above 
al; that ſo:rhey mighthave eſcaped ever- 
hfting burnings. ' 

There the impudent; ranting, ſwiniſh 
drunkard, that pleaſed his eye and palate 
with his pleaſant Cups, ſparkling wine,and 
curſed companions, is heard to wiſh in 
the agony of his Soul, O #bat I had been 
ſaber , #emperate , abſtentiows , that ſo T 
might not bave tafted of the wine of vbe 
wrath of God, which iz red and full of 
mixture, tbedregs whereof \'I muſt be made 
to drink, for ever, Pal. 75. 8; Ia. 5.22, 

There the! filthy, unclean Adulterers, 
2nd Adultereſſes, that burned in-their hel- 
liſh Lufts, which they were reſolved to 
fatisfie, are heard to wiſh, O. that wi bad 
been. ſober, modeſt, cha{te,and that owe wan- 
tos, Infiful eyes bad been ftark blind, 'and 
never known or ſeen the face of man or wo- 
mar >. that me might not have ſuffered the 
wngeance of eternal fire, Jude 7. 

There the notorioully vile, abominable 
Atheiſts, that mocked and ſcoftd at che 
belief of a Deity and Judgment to come, 
and that ſaid in the'pride and-ftoutneſs of 
their hearts, ket him make ſpeed, and haſten 
his work, that we may ſte it3- for we have 
made a Covenant -with Death 5 and 


with Hell are we at agreement, may be 
4 | heard 
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heard to roar and cry, O-that we bad heard, 
believed, aud feared what was foretold 
Miniſters concerning this dark and Death 
place, before it was to0 Late ! 

There the. worldling and wretched 
Earthiworms that made Earth his Hex || th 
ven, Gold his God, and chiefeft Good, is Þ of 
heard to ſay inthe bitterneſs of his heart, | yo 
Othat Thad never. ſeen any. Gold .or Silvn | at 
all my days, ſo that T might have had a bet. |} cc 
ter portion, or that I had with Lazarus beg. 
ged my bread, ſo that I might not have com || at 
- into, ohis place of -tarment., . by 

There the timerous, fearfu), eoward!l 


Apoſtate and Backſlider in heart, who for Þ} 
fear of alittle outward hardſhip, declined } 6 
his'profefſed Principles, and turned his | # 
back on Chriſt, and his perſecuted little Þ rs 
Flock;may. be heard to wiſh, that either he |} # 
had never known the way of righteouſneh | / 
or that he had been faithful unto the death; Þ} 

Secure and ſadly. deluded Souls, con- | 4 
fider you are not far from this direful || % 


Gulf, where multitudes of ſouls lament.and 
weep day and night and certainly, it the 
horrible and\amazing cries and'yellings of 
. thoſe infernal. ſpirits were ſounding in 
your ears, you. would not reſt quiet in 
your beds and houſes. ; 
There were fad. and aſtoniſhing outs 
Cries. 
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ard | cries-when. the world was drowned, when 
dhy 8 Sodom was burned, to fee the Clouds ſud- 
ly drop fire on their heads and houſes, 
and men, women, and children, - burning 
together : but this was but a flea-bite, to 
that place where is weeping and gnaſhing 
of teeth to.all Eternity. Remember all 
art, | you that forget God, the day. of your ca- 
ver | kmiity,is at hand, and the things that ſhall 
et- | come upon you make haſt, Dewt. 32. 35s 
ee» {But if you are the ſervants of the Lord 
mh {and real Saints, mourners 'in Son, litt up 
. | your heads and hearts, for you belong to 
Ily | another place, a better Countrey, vis. To 
or | Mownt Sion, aud to the City of the Living 
ed } 60g; the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an in- 
us þ numerable company of Angels; to the gene= 
le | ral Aſſembly, and Church of the firſt-born, 
he | which are written in Heaven, and to God the 
ls Judge of all, and to the ſpirits of Fuſt men 

made perfe}. And to Jelus the Mediator of 
1- | #he New Covenant, and tothe blood of ſprink, 
il | ling, that ſpeaketh better things than that of 
d | Abel, Heb. 12. 22,23, 24. + And know, 
« | that you are almoſt come within the hear» 
if | ing of theſe heavenly ſongs, eternal tri- 
n | umph, and Hallelujahs of Saints and glo- 
n. | ious Angels in your. Fathers houſe, Fbere 
you will have fwlneſs oof | joy and pleaſure 
for evermore, Pfal. 16, 11, 


7, Con- 
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9. Conflider, How ſwdden, violent, of 04 
" . amexpedied your end maybe. Therefore 
* none. think or ſay they (hall die in thay 
ne&, or , promiſe your. ſelves / a time off 0c 
preparation by a lang life, or a lingrin {1 
{ickneſs, conſumption, or ſuch like: Few Wl 
eG, careleſs finners? you do not knoy 
what a night, or whatan hour may brig] # 
forth 3 the rich man in the Goſpel, whit 
he: dreamed of many days, was arrefiel}.* 
by a killing and dreadful meſſage 3 Thu * 
Fool, this night thy ſoul ſhall be required} 
thee, Luke 12, 20, He lives not that know 
eth . where, when, or how he (hall di; th 
ſome havegone to bed well, and died th} }* 
fame-night:z others have dropt dead fron 
their © horſes ſore. have died at thei 
Tables\' whilſt the meat hath been in thei: 
mouths; others have died ' in their ful 
ſtrength, being wholly at caſe and quiet, 
with breaſts full of milk and bones moiſ 
ned with marrow others die in the bit 
terneſs of their Soul, .and' never cat: with 
pleaſare. . They ſhall: lie: down alike in 
the dufi, and the worms ſhall cover then), 
when they are brought to the Grave, and 
remain in the Tomb. : Sirs, . there are m#+ 
ny dreadful inftances.in the Word of God, 
of the fad and ſudden approach of thi 
| mer: 
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t, el mercileſs meſſenger, death, which ſtands 
eleLas fo. many Sca-marks to give you warn- 
her ing, 1c death ſhould come in an hour you 
e off look not for it 3. and find-you unprepared. 
ring {The King of the Chaldeanr in his greateſt 
ew jllity, avd having not a thought of death, 
non fa an hand writing on the Wall which 
ring}. very terrible, and the ſame-night was 
bi ſhin, bile be waz ftafting, and.' drinking 
fied}. 99ne; a2 proifing the Gods of Gold and Si- 
by vers int the fame hour: came forth fingevs 
dif if 8 mans hand, and wrote over againſt the 
"ws | Gandleſtich npon 1he Plaiſter of the wall of 
lie; | the Kings Palace; and the King ſaw the 
the } part of the hand that wroze ; Then the 
on | ings Comntenance' was changed and his 
het | bought troubled, ſo that the joynts of bis 
eh | Jpine were looſed, and bis knees ſmote one a- 
full | g#&nf} another, Dan. 5.3, 45,6. & 30. death 
ict | bs the -King- of Terrors,- and” Terror of 
Kings. Good Hezekiah received a ſudden 
ſan1mons for death; 1/3. 38. 1. which made 
lim turn his: face to the ' wall, -pray and 
weep ſore, and to chatter like a Cranc,and 
mourn like a Dove, in the bitternefs of 
his Sou}, becauſe he was'to go'to the gates 
of the Grave, and tothe pit, where there 


$no hope.” The firſt-born in Egypt were 
thin at midnight, which made a' great 
ay.,. Exod, 12, 29,30. Korah and © his 
1.9 wicked 
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wicked company were ſwallowed up iff 
the midſ of their. Rebellion, "Numb. 16 
30, 31... Thay. went down quick into the ji 
and all Irael fled at the cry.of. them. "Ya 
There'died ſuddenly of the men of Beth. ma 
ſhemeſh tifty thouſand and threefcore and po 
ten,. becauſe they looked into the Ark gif 
-1- Sam. 6.19. And God many times ti| thi 
-keth away: the deſire of oureyes with; 
ſtrokeas he did Ezekiels wite, Ezek, 24] 
-16, Jobs Children-died at their banquet Þ fy 
Thboſheth. wasſmitten and died in his ſlep, 
Ananias and Saphitah being Husband and 
Witfe.died within three or four hours one 
of the other, with a.lie in their mouths, 
. HA 5. 5,10» The righteous Judge many 
. times {ſhoots at; Artow ſuddenly at wickel 
. men, they die in the a@ of fin, Pſal. 64.7, 
When they are about to fill their bellies 
-the Lord doth caſt the fury of his writ 
upon: thern, as: he did upon the choſen 
.men of 1/raet, -Pſal. 78.30, 31.  Maty 
"times, God to execute his fierce wrath, 
ſends out his deſiroying Angel, who will 
make dreadful work- in alittle time ; for 
in one night. in the Camp of the- Aſjrh 
ans, the wag Lord (mote-an hut 
dred. and re and five thouſand, 
that in the morning were all dead Corps 
Ia. 37. 36, © How ſhort and uncertain is 
I'S our 
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our liſe, ſubjeQ every moment to the ſtroke 
p tot death»/ and which the leaſt: crumb or 
160fy:may put an end unto, as it hath to 
ME many? ' And as our-end may beſudden, 
"'Fſoalſo it may.be violent 3 a mortal difeaſe 
eth. nay invade both heart and head, and 
2nd poor dying creatures many ' times are ſo 
UK difrefſed, and diftraed, that they cannot 
t& think of any thing but their tormenting 
thi pain,” being uncapable to ſay any thing 
241 God, or, men abvut their Souls! O how 
uet;Þ fupidiand unſenſible do many ſouls make 
pf their paflage into the 'other world! Like 
anlf Nabat; or like a maniin a Lethargy.3: or 
one xx ſo. many. ſtocks or, ſtones, and notawake 
ths 0 till they, awake in the Bames. of Hel 'The 
ny Rich man died; .and in Hell lift zeþ his eyes ; 
Kel his firſt -and ſecond death was very un- 
-\| expected. . 'All you obdurate ſinners! 
1& f (and here and, wonder at 'the matchleſs: 
1} mercy and infinite, patience of the :great! 
ſen in delaying the King: of Terrors: fo: 
7 { lang, 3 God bath not dealt fo kindly with 
tb, | thouſands of ſinners that are gone before 
Il adco judgment, and who went down to. 
or pit.in.a momentwitne(s the Jate dread-: 


+ | fulpligues by the means of whichahun-/ 
Ul | a bouſand ſouls were-ent into. Eter>: 
df Ya O let not London nor England for- 


that, and other tremendous judgments: 
Eres 4h which 
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which our fins havecalled for, leſt a wolf 
than any yet ſhould: ame uporrus-'' The 
forgetting, of: our” latter ed #8'd Getty 
and provoking {ing and: thatit which wÞ 
haſien ——g.: ' Her ff bbinſs ir in bus oor 
irts, ſheremimbred act ber laft:bnd this P- 
fore ſhe came down. onteurhs ſhe bat m | 
ha Pt pct _ $4110 | | 
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«8 Cokiſ Foy Thar whin GI ehnh =o 
Brike the firoke, your ſouls ave ſtartled, you (" 
Eternity 1s eaſt. -withont change for (ever; aJ 
Then your ſtalnortal fouls-are for” ſalvati- 
on,or dzmnation 3 for eternab life; or cet 
naldeathis foran eternal ao 6r ee! 
nal Hell: You ſadly befbtted fouls! know 
and'remember, while you have x day, be- 
fore:the! golden thred of life be cur, that 
if:yowbe found wichour Cheilt, us; -_ 
ravages Holinefs)-but* #'ttior 

you ate undoheto FE 
dearh all mains and hop — is 
fowork:'or, device Hg the grave, Ferle, 
9: Godovill-bethenifreecont ; fin the 

pardowabke,- Heaven wot papa A 
your Soulsdo(t If then 


wa eras Have 
wpbri aatar Fr A "\G } 


In 1ife and cath, that you art 
his 
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for ever; att that he and. you ſhall ne- 
part». Sinners, : this is certain, as the 
Malleth, ſo it lycth3, as is the feed, fo 
be the harveſt; if you do the Devils 
; Foxkty you muſt have the Devils wages; 
wx .you march under the command and 
induc of the Prince of Darkneſs, and 
Sfx hit to lead and :hurry you hither 
td-thither at his will whilft you live, you 
7 bwill-be his Priſoners and flaves :in' that 
} y (teadful dungeon of diſmal darknels after 
xy {jou are dead. 
+: [+ Conſider, the Land'of darkne(s is no 
ti- Ipace-for ſervice, there is no. repeating in 
#8 the Grave, no Lord have merty on: us 
written upon Helligates, . no Sabbatbs,' 'no 
ſermons, no Midiſtees thete. Tis inthe 
time of life -that you' are to labour, and 
make -preparation for:Life Eternal bes 
eufe according; to your work and choice 
in this Worldy will be- your: everlaſting 
Lot in the World: that is to: come. 7 It'is 
appointed for you once to die,- and after 
death; 'Heb.. 9. 27. The pale Horſe death 
h before,and Hell followethvatter, Rev. 
8; there wilt be no change of your con» 
Sion, the eternal ruin, or eternal welfare 
ef: your. precious ſouls depends ion theſe 
iy minutes, this :{wiſt fircam- of "mans: 
life, after it onve turnerh or declineth,cever 
05323: Tun=s 
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runrieth wich a perpetual ebb, never flow 
eth again: ſo that al} that 'yort leave u$+ 
donenow,will be undone'for.cver. If youlſ/ 
die unbelievers, you! will | be unbelievanÞ 1 
for ever 3 if you dic-under the guilt and 
power of. fin and-wrath of God, you will 
remainiunder the guilt of fin, and wrat 
of 'God' for 'ever;: 'but if you die holy, 
humble, :mortified, fincere:ſouls, youwillf 
xemainiholy, heavenly, : and in the favour 
of God foriever, Rev. 21. Hetbat is fil 
tby,will be filthy ftill,and be that is boly,mil 
be holy: ftill:: But the: impenitent unpar- 
donedlanner , though he live: a hufidred 
or a thouſand years infatisfying his luſts 
will be accurft at laſt. :-.Poor finners ! that 
read thislittle Treatiſe, let me beg you to 
be upand doing whileit isday 3 the night 
will come,» wherein:you; nor no man can 
work; [Fob $:'4; then toyour work with 
might/and main; while your candle is bur- 
ning» your Sun thining;: Will you yet loy- 
ter, -and ſee your glaſs running, your Sun 
{etting;: your ſelves dying, .and yaur ſouls 
995. = ſeek tbe Lord: wbile be may 
be found; Ta. 55; 6. in an'acceptable time; 
2 Gor.:6,2-hetore the day. paſs as the chaff 
before the decree bring! forth; before the 

evil day cometh -before' they that, look 

out of the Windows: be dark and: the 
| keepers I. 
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keepers of the houſe begin to tremble, bes 
"fore the doors be ſhut in the Greets, and 
" the ſilver cord belooſed, or the Pitcher be 
"7 broken at the Fountain, before you are 
gone to your long home, and the ſpirit re- 
tura'to Ged that gave it. | 
2 Confider with your- ſelves, are you fit 
Mo gtapple 'with this mighty Monarch 
"us Death, are you fraughted for this long 
'F Voyage, and ready and willing to paſs 
" through- this dark Entry? take heed, 
ind fear, Teſt 'you be found unfit; think 
1} gpon'the fadly deluded Virgins, that had 
el} their Oyl to buy when their Lamps ſhould 
burn, and ſo came to the door, but found 
it ſhot: think on poor Eſax, that was 
V} hunting for Veniſon , while he loſt the 
it | Blefling, | 
ay Poor periſhing ſouls ! what do you in- 
ith} tend:to.do ?- if you will work, it muſt be 
how'or never are/you reſolved to ſeek 
7} ard ſecure -the Kingdom of God firſt, 
Mat, 6. 33. whilſt it is called to day? or 
wili-you beſtow nothing but the dregs and 
| fhuffs of rotten old' age upon God and 
me | Ig ſouls ? Oh that you might 
bow in this your day the things which be- 
ok long to your ipeace, before they be hid 


trom-your eyes! 
ft F 9, Laft- 


| Sis laſt-: There are other (ad fights, vi, 
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»..19.. Lally, -Conlider;; That '4t js the mul 
dreadful aud amazing, fight axthis fde bel, } - 
#0 ſee'a Chriſtleſs Unheliever breathing. ont | 


roſee;a man "ſtarving for want;-of. bread, 
or dying for wapt of a-{Phyfician, or 


\. Jdrowning fox waft.ok a Baat-z'ox to)ſee 
' 2 man dead,a'corps, a{þody,withouta foul, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
butah!: how ſad ahd aſtonithinga ſpetss | þ 
le is it, - to ſeea man near the coaſts-ofE- Þ t 
teraity, 24s. to:behbld a wretched linger 
in his cold, {\weatsand/dying groays, With ; 
his:precious and;imtaortal foul tanding on | 4 
his pale,; cold, iq4jyering,ligs, 12d" death | d 
the great Conqueror ,.and-:King.of Teas: Fn 
ors marching furiouſly with;his Writ of Þ & 
remove in one hand {( not to be reverſed) ar 
and his deadly dart and ſting in the:atti Þþ uj 
hand ;- Conſcience On. the; vackybarkly, | E 
biting and tearing; him liks as Ljon:3 the | + 
Devil,; Gods Excgutioner looking on;80d | gu 
ſtanding by;z. the: [heart under-dejaRing 
and ſinking deſpair; the eyes dim anda 
«d; his heart-ſirings ready to: breaks with 
muguiſhz his Wife: Childeepy; Friends 
abe  bed-fide-' wheping,: fighingy etyang 
wringing their/handsbeatingtheigibreali 
the Wife crying out, 4Jas mgoHiebons 
the Child crying out, alas myKather*:Tht 
poor periſhing foul all this while loot 
| ing fc: 


- - (1891) 
ivg backward -upon his mis-ſpent” time, 
nd by-paſt fins, inward upon his own 
t | heart, a dreadful fight ! where he ſeethino ' 
| Chrift, no Graces, no Purity, nothing but 

| | fin, guilt, death, darkneſs : Then looking 
t | upward to that God that has been provo- 

e | ked, to that Chriſt, that hath been re- 

h | jeRed,' to. that Heaven and Eternity that 

+ | he hath loſt; and looking downward ta 
+ | that dark and dreadful pit,that muſtbe his 

2r | place and portion (with a fearful looking * 
h of judgement ) ſeeing the Devils come 

n | adready to ſeize upon him. O- what a 

th | dreadful out-cry and ſhrick will the Soul 

x: Þ make when it departs. perceiving it ſelf 
of } knking down, down to the burning Lake, 

1) | and-bottomleſs pit, where he m3ſt take 

& || up his lodging with devouring fire to all 
o, | Eternity ! 

- -. The pangs of deaths the worlds loſs;4n-- 
ng 

IK* 

jth 

yi 

Pg 

all 


guiſh of Confcience, and frights:of 'Hell- 
meeting, together, will make a man''per- 
letly miſcrable, and force/him to cry-vut” 
with carſed Can, Gen. 4. 14. my puniſp- 
neſt is greater than I cant bear; or to) 


(with the fadly afflicted Church )Beho1d 
te:ſarrow like «ratomy ſorrow; And'if the 
1! } dreadful .refletion. of a guilty accufing 
Conſcience be'{o tormenting here, what 
will-the whole flame of Sea and-yrath be, 
na; F 2 waen 
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whenfpoured out to the very utmoſt? 

Senſeleſs Sinners! Conſider, this may be 
your:doleful caſe when you come to die, 
© vizs| to have much ſorrow and wrath with 
your ſickneſs, Eccleſ. 5. 17. For there is no 
peace to the wicked, ſaith myGod: not one 
word in all the Bible, but ſpeaks terror in 
life and death, though the (inner lives a 
hundred years he ſhall be accurſt 3 he dicth 
under all the curſes written in Gods Book; 
yea,under that moſt dreadful Goſpel-curſe, 
x Cor. 6. 22, The apprehenfion of which 
will canſe ſuch diſtraction of ſpirit, and 
fad refleQions of guilt, which will make 
them curſe their God and their King; 
looking down to the pit, roaring out, who 
emong ns ſhall deell with devouring fire ? who 
_ - emong us ſhall dell with everlaſting burk- 
; - '#ngs ? Therefore be wile to conſider this, 
+ all ye that forget God,left be tear you iu pit- 
- <ep, 8nd tbere be none to deliver, Pfal. 50.22, 
= . Andasitis dreadful and amazing to ſec 
1 the unbeliever dying, ſo on the contrary, 
4 eg: and reviving to ſee the 
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1 Giadly man dying, becauſe his w/timwm is his 

"Optimum, his laſt is his beſt, the day of bis 

#th is beater than the day of bis birth,Eccl, 
7. 1. his endis peace, Plal. 37. 37. 

God at peace, conſcience at peace, and all 

at peace 3 O blefled light, to ſee the __ 

my 
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born panting Soul going out of the World 
upon the wings of joy,calmneſs,ao” #{ereni- 
th | ty of Spirit, with full ſail for Heaven; long- 
#0 | ing and crying out, make no taxrying O 
ne | my God, haſte my beloved, haſte; ſo come 
in | Lord Jeſus; I detire to depart and to be 
2 | with Chriſt, which is belt of all, Phz1.1.23. 
th 3 - You have heard what are the great things 
3 | tobeconfidered, namely, that an end will 
e, | certainly be, this World is no place of con- 
h þ tinuance; they that now ſee you, ere long 
d | will ſee you no- more for ever : You havc 
xe | heard that your preſent things will perith, - 
; | that fin ſo full of deadly poyſon will leave 
aſting, a dart-that will ttrike tarough your 
bs | Liver, and that the caſe of the wicked w;1l 
;- | bedoleful, dreadful, yea, deſperate, when. 
s, | they come to diez for when death comes, 
e&- | your ſoul then will be tated fo as there? 
2, | can beno alteration to eternity. | 
ee The next thing is, to ſpeak to the rea» 
y, | ſons why it's a duty and matter of ſuch mo- 
ie | ment to conlider, which are theſe followings; | 
Ft Reaſon 1. Is taken from God,becauſe the | 
is | only wiſe, gracious, moſt indulgent,and fout- 
|, | compaſſionating God wiſheth it, and that 
moſt vehemently - O that they were wiſe ! 
that they underſtood this, that they would 
oonſider their latter end! Sirs, in this pa- 
 thetical Option or defire, there is the very 
F 3 | tenawy 
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_tenderybowels of God; this is the very 
languaſe of his heart; and-it' is, as if he 
had ( after the -manner of men ) ſpoken 
thus to-his faithful ſervant Moſer. © 1 have 
but one with,or requeft,and all is comprei 
hended in this one, viz. that thou ſhould(t 


be wiſe to conſider this, to remember the 
days of old, and the years of many Ge: 
nerations, what I have done for them in 
chuling them above all ' Nations of the 
World to be my Treaſure, portion! and 
peculiar People 3 and becauſe I love 'them 
I have delivered them, wrought wonders 
for them in Egypt, the Red Sea, and in 
the Wilderneſs 3 and have kept them as 
tenderly as the apple of mine eye, carrying 
- Fhem upon Eagles wings, but yet let them 
{ Know, that they have forgotten me, pro- 
"voked me, and that their end is like to be 
. miſerable 3. for a hre is kindled 'in mine 
anger, and unlefs they do ſpeedily conli- 
der it, will burn to the lowelt hel. 

- Now you ſouls in peril, which is beſt? 
fo thwart, croſs, and grieve your well- 
wiſhing, deareſt, beſt, and only friend; or 
to pleafe and gratify your profeſſed, dead- 
Iy, implacable enemy ? Your Adverfary 

-the Devil cannot endure that you ſhould 
think of Death or + vl for if Satan 
wy that 


go and tell them from me, that they muſt | 


(12Y) 
that 01d: Serpeirt would permit, and ſuffer 
you to look into | hell,” he could neither 
drag nor draw you thick at. his pleaſute. 
And will' you go' on/in the ways of fir 
and death'® or bethink your fclves whoſe 
you'are, what you have done, whither you! 


_ are poing, and what is like to become of 


you when'your breath is gone, what pro- 
viſion you have made for the other World, 
that ſo* the great buſineſs between God: 
and yourfouls may be made up. 

- Sinners 1 if the infinitely holy, juſt, and 
righteous God did delire gr delign your 
ruin and deftruction, NEWwould not have 
excited you” to this folemn and ſcrious. 
conſtderation of the end of Sin,Death, and 
Eternity; untill-it were too late, and you--4 
left without remedy 3 fo that what-is here 
intended, hath a tendency to make y6u 
happy if it be regarded. O that. they were. . 
wiſe, _ 


—_—— 
— 


bundled FROM deeh; ferions,and heart- 
CN Rb of death and the grave 


will both realize it,and repreſent it as near, 


_ the door, and make it t0 ſtand in open 
” Whereas things looked .upon at 4- 


beevil, have bilt'alictle, if any influ-- 
E. 4, ence ; 


Ws ce, whether they be'good or 'whether | 
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ence: now a fixed and hearty confiderath 
\ Qn will give as it were a being for future 
things, and brisg them near, ſo that you || 
may really converſe with thoſe things. 4 
A truly Godly. man.that hath a view of pc 
unſeen things by Divine Contemplation 
"er, upon the wings of Faith and Hope, 7 
he may aſcend np to heaven, aud walka || 
turn inthe golden ſtreets of the New Je- || 1, 
ruſalem, as the Prophet Ezekiel was in the | & 
Viſion of God at Fer»ſzlem .in his mind, | | 
when his body was by the River Chebar 
\ among the Captives in the Land of the || 
| Chaldeans ; ſo |,keyyiſe thoſe ſadly wound- || | 
_ ed ſpirits, who through fear of death, || | 
arc all their life-time ſubject .to Bondage, | 1 
{{Þcing exerciſed with foul-conflits, and un- | | 
+ der powefal cutting and killing conviQi- || | 
Wons of finand miſery, have ſuch dark and | | 
diſmal thoughts and apprehenſions of hell | | 
. and the wrath of God, which makes them | 
ever and anon to enter into the Chambers 
of death, and vilit the Prifners of the 
'Pit, and look upon: that Luck Gull and 
hery Furnace to be ſo near, 'that they are 
on the brink of it falling down. continu; 
ally. This hath been: the caſe. of, many 
pf. Gods precious ones,: who..are: now. i - 
Meayen above all theſe. fears, and fright 


* 
BO 
as 


&. were once more bitter than Jea 
Ee | An 
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And Oh how many travailing with - theſe 
pangs and agonies of Soul, are ready to 
'O8 F cry out with holy Fob ! Chap. 6.4. ' The 
Arrows of the Almighty are within me, the 
of poyſon whereof drinketh up my ſpirit, the 
on } terrors of God do ſet.themſelves in array a+ 
© | garnſt mes Such is the nature of meditati- 
4 } on, or confideration, that it will cauſe fu- 
** | turc and remote things to have a real,pow- 
© } erful, and deep imprefſion.on our minds. 
d | Asfor inſtance: | 
y A Merchant in 1#dia, by his meditation 
© | orcontemplation, may.converſe with- his: 
* | Afairs, his Wife, Children, and Friends in 
+ | England, or a Mexchant.that's walking;on 
» | the Exchange in 'Londou may. have his: 
* | mind and thoughts in. Spain or. 1tely,. or 
el(ewhere,z a MalefaQor, caſt. into Priſon. 
| | for ſome notoriaus crime, may.long.beforg 
the Aſſizes, converſe with all the ſad! cir- 
cumſtances of his Tryal, he may ( in [his 
thoughts) ſee himſelf brought to the Bar, 
ſanding before a terrible Judge. to hear 
his Indictment read,. the Charge. proveds. 
his doom and ſentence pronounced, and fee, | 
( as-it. were )) himfelf, at the place! of his 
'Execution,. wich.the, Rope.about hismeck) | 
which muſt immediately hang him : And 
'Tfyou would in good carneſt ſet your ſelyes; 
to..confider. your Jattex cad y -y9u- | may 
F 5 really 
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really and heart-affeRingly converſe with | vi 
Old-age, Weakneſs, Sickne(s, your Death- 
bead, ſhort breathing, cold ſweats, dying 
#angs and" groins, winding ſheet, cofhn, 
and fee your ſelves ( as it were ) {tretched 
; out,nailcd up, 2nd'dn the ſhoulders of men || io, 
carrying to'the Grave, where worms and dr 
tilthy Veritifne muſt feed uponyou, * G 
The Servants of God and Saints of old a 
have done- this' with .great ſucceſs , and || 
{oul-advantage, and ſo ſhould you, They 
+ have tec Renal 6r counted! their” Lives by ] © 
. Days, ' becauſe they were or "Trable || * 
| 


to Death, and expected it Teach'ns 
$6 ninber our days,ſaid-Mo Þ Pha 90.12, 
Few-and evil have the days of #7 my life been, 
fid-old *Zacob,- - For man that i born of a 
women , it of femiay?;-Job 1. 15; ' Al 
the tire of which has ſatd-7Job”)" will [wait till 
ny ohange conie, Job 14:44. Fob Throw 
| tbet thou wilt bring me to death, *and to the 

bouſe (adark houſe ) appointed for al cove 

And Chajiter' v7: . he ſvid, #th'ir 
PPE," my lays are extinty;" i 
peiddy for me'y weheteyer he” wht 
he was looking for a 
; confideration we "nay. not bn | 
the Grave, but beyond-it, to "the great 
. franſactions, and'- aſtoniſhing things' that 
Au aſter mor” We hay” overs 
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w bf 6 worlds birkivg; Chriſiscoming; 
ets founding the. graves open- 
y &ad's riling, the wicked" $ rOar-: 
bd: ho ; AS, Jolly as they ate) (al then-- 
gead and deaf Mountitls and rocks 
th 6n, th them; to hide them from the 
egg face of the.now ſlighted'Son of: 
God 3, for. in that great day of, his fierce 
ind cer le! 'wrat » they will not 'be able 
tg ta bt Rev. 6; 16, ", "uqg 
'B this realizing believing conſiderati- 
on, we may ſee the Judge ſtanding behind: , 
the doors 3' and the Son'of God (as it we | 
ready to break. forth of the Clouds wi 
power and great g!0ry, as Hierom did, who 
fatd, whether cat" or-drink, I hear this. | 
voice y my-cars, Ariſe ye dead. and come - 
to Jnagment : now. it a zight confidetati- 
on of the great things te come be fo pene- 
trating, and heart-awaketiing, Tet. death. 
which always doggeth you at your heels- | 


be-often—upen your thaughts, your. heads. 
and hearts too thould be much upon,it 5. 


Every night you. lie doiyn;. and every mor- 
= you ariſe, letthere be fome ſerious and: | 


thopg hes * of rapes and Eternity. 


Prep h thay "Habe erifahveti _ their-| 
| 4 


M32 Re vert 20'dle,-let 


4 rags pen of a Djamond"” written on Wo 
| hearts. It is ftoxied of Fhilip of Macedon» 


that: 
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that he laid a charge upon one of his Ser- 
vants to come every, morning into his 
Chamber, and proclaim this; that be wai 
mortal ; and if a Heathen were bo careful 
of keeping the memory of his Mortality, 
much more ſhould a-Chriſtian : we ſhould 
always remember the days of darkneſs, and 
keep Life and Death, Heaven and Hell be- 
fore us, there being but a ſiep between us 
and Death. The nele@ and wal of this, 
was Iſraeli ſin,and Fernſalems too; She did 
not remember ber laſt end, therefore Jhe.came 
down wonderfully, Lam. 1. 9. and- this 
God who would bave us remember .and 
_. conlider, doth ſadly complain of by the 
Prophet, 1/a..1. 3. calling Heaven and 
Earth to witneſs for him. Hear O Hea- 
vens, ard give ear O Earth, the Ox know- 
eth bis-owner, and the Aſs bis Maſters Crib, 
but Iſrael doth not know, my people doth not 
conſider. | 


Reaſon 3. A ſerious confideration of your 
latter end (through grace ) will prove an 
abſolute and ſoveraign Antidote to expel! the 

eateſt evil, ('yea, a means t0 eſcape. an in 
Frnite loſt, ) viz, fin and tbe dreadful e<+ 
feir and conſequences of ts . >, 


What 
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&-| What is the cauſe of that inundation 
his | and Sea of wickedneſs, and moſt prodigi- 
74 | ous fins thatare now in the world, and in 
ul -Agpory: in every City, Town, and 
ty, ce, and in moſt Families, among all 
ld | ranks and degrees of men, viz. Magifſtrates 
nd | Miniſters, People, Parents, Children, Ma- 
&- | ters, Servants, but this, their not duly and 
us # deeply conſidering their latter end? This 
Is, # we tind laid down in the Word of God to 
id | be one main ground of all (in, and of the 
ne | -negleRt of duties. 

is ou careleſs Souls! Did you believe 
d J - and remember that you muſt die,and come 
& | to judgement, that your naked ſouls, and 
d | naked fins, muſt ſhortly ſtand. before the 
» | moſttremendous, Airefal Judge of quick 
* | and dead, the refletion hereok would be 
» | as a knife at your throats,as a {word at your 
} | breaſts, oras a hand-writipg on the wall, 
toretard and hinder your conſtant and de+ 
Iperatc courſe. of wickedneſs. 

 O'what horrid, helliſh outragesare now 
» | committed, and that deliberately, impu» 
; | dently, obſtinately, even againſt the light 
* | of Nature, Conſcience, Scripture ! What } 
Curling, Lying, Swearing, Blaſpheming, | 
Sabbath-breaking, Cheating, Couzening, |} 
Stealing! What Wantonnels , Filthi- 
neſs, Uncleanneſs, Swinilh Drunkennels, 
| | Covetouſneſs, 


© , - By 
ting hits Fey what 
i Wrath; 
a6 9 cl Wick ne' 


rape Op 


gifters, w ways, Fe and" Ordthaties 
Ty, W e. aboundeth?! * Mcn d declate 
ie Ott ike Sold! dt ved? tot aſhamed 
of be ifeafetul works 56f” Q&HRDel, and 
ut 'Vecauſe. they d6” not ſet "their 

ok Ine hearts uporr their latter'end. * 
Poor dying {inners !' Let, 'me' (out of 
tender — ffion to your bleeding , and 
lrg king; Shuts 3- fotrear you as for 
d fake, to'g0 down to the re 
fopo'town,to' Felt? in your thouphts, 24þ 
A here; Jud think of the King of Ter: 
x wort of Conſcience, the approach 
rn ik thi burning Lake, 'the bottom» 
£ i = lofs of God, of Chrift, of Hea: 
'preclos: Souls3: Fethectiber 
thoke oy " edkhig englels fathes, the 
reſence and" coy "Devils" Repro- 
bytes and! damned Spitits;' and: your fwwect 
tnat(gls, "will | Ve. p4! , ave "optitv t0 


you, ſex ca tuly 
elected b Wy 
by a te JE A! ket Fr 


eyes, Thunder inf your'e 
Darts; ant Swords iq, ydar F-h, Poy- 
| fon 1 1n-your bi bowels, as Firc in your ors 


Cbyetouſnels; 
Mockin 
Pride; 
too, ws Atheiſrt) 
Papi, Mi Apoflitie, Fitted! 


People, 


= 


lice, | 
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to compell and force you ſpeedily to curb 
'and check the reins of your helliſh luſts, 
that ſo. you might flye from the wrath to 
come. | 
Did you but-view that dark and cold 
grave, and hot hell that is ſo near, you 
would rather ſtarve pr. dle, than.,run to 
thavext 4s of riot3 you could ot fleep» 
$ and ſnort,  dance'and ſport.upoh. the pics 
brink under ſuch a'confideration. © \, . 

" But forget all this, banl(k the thoughts 
of God, Death, and Hell, and. ou will 
Fats d ak into.fin, as the horke TR 

ttel,” Luke"12. 45. Erying peace; peace, 
tif danger; death and Aerie oe 
+! "4, th 1 Ros 
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© This was that mfghty fin that ripened 
Teryfaletiffor tuin, and brought her down 
rondetfally. Her filtbineſs is in ber thirty, 
Woremoombr 0b hot ber Lf che. Ts Lord 
co pHitierh by the Prophet 1/3/aþ of the 
{tne thing, Tfrael doth not know, 'my Prom 


ple 464" not Gonfider : But what tollows, PY 


re 34S 2 5 lo Roe 


4 


t | Pfu Ndivn, 4 praple laden with iniquity, 
) p HH 'eoll diers? they bane fake the 
ſ Eko provoked the boly one of 1f- 
F ; E Co pare Lam. 1.9. with I1/a. 1.3, 4. 
» | © Buthe that doth that which is Lawful 
> | 38d "right , ſhall ſave his ſoul alive; 
» Weis that? He that conſtdcreth, and 
> 199.741 T Oe turns 
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turneth away from all his tranſgreflions 
that he hath committed, he ſhall fave his 
foul, whoſoever doth periſh , that man 
ſhall never periſh, Ezek, 18. 14, 28. 


— 


Reaſ. 4. The conſideration of your latter 
' end,will be a powerful incentive to make you 
exert,and put forth the greateſt induſtry in; 
way of duty , Yea, it will certainly have an 
influence upon all our dutics, and upon al| 
our graces for confidering, and doing are 
frequently joyned together, Pſal. 41. 1, 
Prov. '31.16, She confidereth a field, ans 
buyeth it : Itbought on my ways, or confider. 
ed my ways, and turned my feet unto thy Te- 
ftimonies, Pfal, 119. 59. Lam. 3. 40, Heb, 
10. This, if any thing, will make you {6 
rious, diligent, and conſtant in any (duty, 
and to work while it is day, before the 
night cometh, wherein no man can;work. 

_ © "The Apolile exhorts, to confider one an- 
ther, #0 provoke to love and good workg 3: and 
ſo much the more as ye ſee the day. approach> 
ing, Heb. 10. 24, 25., Fhe remembrance of 
the day of our Death, and of our Ging 

into Eternity, with'a deep. lnpieticn 
jt upon the heart, will be as a yoice of 
Thunder,fpeaking to the ſecure ſenſlels fin: 
ner. Awake,awake,thou that Necpcl,open 
foe 
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thine eyes» fland upon thy. feet, and behold 
and ſee what a Sca of blood and wrath is * 
hete. See and believe, believe and confi- 
der, conſider and fear, fear and flye, and 
make haſte in thy work: Thy work is great 
a+ weighty, diverſions are many, adver- 
faries are ſtrong , thy firength is ſmall, 
thy time is ſhort, thy account is great, 
Death and Judgment are at the door,there- 
fore up and be doing, now or never. 

You ſlow and floathful fouls ! Let your 
apparent" and incvitable danger ſuddenly 
provoke and ſpur you unto your duty, to 
ſkek the Lord in a time accepted , before 
the door of life be ſhut, Gad withdrawn, 


and Mercy quite gone, 


The profanefi Sea-man will figh,mourn, 
pray, promiſe, vow, if death and danger 
looks him in the face z when the Ship was 
like to be broken, and death threatned im- 
mediately to ſurprize them, the' Mariners 
were ſore afraid, and cryed every one-to | 

s-God. And this the very light of na- 
tae dictated to the Ship-maſter ( though 
aHeathen ) that then- it. was no ſeaſon 
tofleep; What meaneft thou O ſreper, 
wile, aud, tall upon thy God , if ſo be 
that,God wvill think apaucdes 1642 we periſh 
WetsdJonalis of. ; Ang. the moſt notorious 


bp 
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fon, or when they come to the Gallows 0k 
| The place of Execution. wil, 
[When the moſt. Righteous Judge ſent} and 

this defixoying: Angel to the City of LowJ Ge 
dox;znd other places'in the ytar 65. for the Do 
dreadful; fear of which many thouſand pe 

did'flye, and'\many thoufands did fall, vis, 

the'Carkaſes of mien like dung upon the " 
ground, and as hatdfuls after the harveſ* Bits 
man. When dexth-did knock at” a. thow | mj 
ſand dodrs in one night, O what confefſing | (er 
of ſin, faftings, cryings, and irmflortunatt | Gc 
knocking was there at the throne of gract Þ-ry 
( and'it may be bymany perſons and fx |. 
milies, 'thac praycd- but -little before 6 þþ 
ſince.) That God would pity, pardon, and | 
remove that amazing; (weeping Judgment, 
is now almolt forgotten. Upon an 
ng apprehenſion of Nineve s fatal 
,the' King and his Nobles deereed 
ved þ proclaimed: a/Faſt, and enjoyned every 
One to cty-mightily to God, Jonah 3.7 a] 
[Sinners, Were you but eruly ſeniible of | 7. 
your peril; -you' would pray ' to! purpoſe | t 
= more arderitly;, more run cer more Þ 


geeply more nn { 
done. It was a! fu t 
wy of death, p 
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Wl monrning for my Father are at hand, then 
will I flay my brother Jacob, Gen. 27. 42. 

ent and Jacob was greatly afraid*arid dillreſſed 
0% Gen. 31. 7. - Which made him ſo'impor- 
titÞturate with God for deliverance, atid he 
6 | prevailed, Gen. 31, 11. Hoſe 12.4. Poor ſin- 
' | ners! - your caſe is dangerons, ( 1 wilt not 
he F Gy deſperate ) but you are ignorant of 
© $13-you do not know that you are poor, 
= | miſerable; blind, and naked 3 were you but 
ng f ſenſible that you are liable to the wrath of 
it } God, the firoke and ſting of Death eve- 
« Iry _ it would conſirain you to 
cry mightily to God fgx pardon. Hojy 
70p, When he conf of Death and 
udgrent, fet Prayer 'to work, and fatd, 
Why doft thou not pardon my tranſgreſſiott, 
and take away mine iniquity; for now ſhall 
I ſleep in the duft ? O that thow wouldſt bide 
me in the grave, that thou wouldſi keep me 
ſeeret till thy wrath be paſt that thouwwould(t 
appoint me a (et time, and remember me,Job 
7-21. 14.13. This alſo made thoſe 
two gracious Kings, Hezekiah and David 
to weep and pray in the bitterneſs of their 
fouls : -In thoſe days was Hezekiah fick une 
to death, and Tfaiah the Prophet came unto 
bim and ſaid, Thas ſaith the Lord, Set thy 
*bouſe in order, for thou, ſhalt dle," and nit 
live, Then Hezckiah turned-his face td the 


wall, 
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wall, and wept ſore, and prayed 40 the L 
38. 1,23. | 
David, when the ſorrows of death ca 
paſſed him, and the pains of Hell got hal 
of him, then ( faid he ) I called upon! 
Lord, O Lord, I hbeſeech thee deliver my ſol 
Pſal. 116, 3, 4+ Fonab that could ſkepiff® 
the Ship, prayed in. the Whales belly, Of 
of the betly of Hell cryed I, and thou beat} 
my voice, Jonah 2.2. The Apoſtle Petr A 
and Chriſt himſelf prefleth Prayer fronf®* 
+. the conſideration of the end of the Worllf® 
The end of all things is at band, be yetberd9 
fore ſober, and w-. -. unto prayer, 1 Pet. 4), \ 
And, pray, (alt Thrift ) that you may? 
ſeape bt Fs things, and ſtand before the? 
Son of man,Luke 21.36. Neither doth ouf® 
dear Lord Jeſus preſs that on us, which heÞ® 
did not practiſe 3 for being ſenſible of the by 
bittex and moſt dreadful cup of his Father 
wrath, he prayed, Father, if it be poſſible L 
let this cup paſs, Mat.'26. 39. : 
Sinners / Jet me tell you, as ſecure and\ 
ſenſleſs as you are, an awakening impre{-|? 
fion of approaching Death and Judge-J« 
ment upon your ſouls, would be as the} \ 
cry at midnight to excite and ſtir you up;Þ| 
to get in your Oyl, and to.trim your! 
Lamps. The Visgins both wife and foolilr} 
were all aſleep, and ſecure enough, "_ 
that 


It 
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ſudden and amazing cry was heard, 
Wd, the Bridegroom cometh, go you forth to 
him, Mat. 26.6. Then they all aroſe and 
eo immed their Lamps. *Tis the ſtorm and 
e pin that haſtens the Bee into the Hive,that 
x {tings the Traveller into his Inne, the 
 ſdip into the Harbour : So likewiſe the 
<p Male of death the dead and droury pro- 
| (offer unto his Prayer, In their affiifiions 
oartiey will ſeek, me early, Hof. 5. 15. 

1 An heart-affe&ing Meditation of un- 
,aangeable eternity, will be as a voice 
or lrom the Clouds, crying, Haſte firmer, haſte, 
or, Wiii-baſte 3 hafte as for thy life in the work 
4.7.04 Faith and Repentance, in parting with 
y eſt and cloſing with Jeſus Chriſt, withe 
th ut which there will be no hope. Noah was 
onrJmoved with fear, and prepared and got in- 
}Stouhe Ark,to the ſaving of his houſe, when 
theſthe ſecure deluded World died by the de- 
ef uge, Heb. 11. 7. Knowing the terror of the 
I, (Lord, we perſwade men, 2 Cor. 5, 11. 

You wretched ſinners, that will not be- 
adj lieve or confider untill you are juſt drop- 
(-| ping into the pit : if you had but a little 
e-| aanny to look into the other World, how 
hef violent and reſolute would you: be in the 
1;| ſpeedy proſecution of your known duty ? 
rf you would examine, prove, and try your 
h& ch you would read, hear, medicate, 
| 4 watch, 


t 
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watch; pray, repent, fear. love, obey m 
than ever. ; Did you. fee; the night 
qagc;iscoming;and that the days of dathGiales 
nels (hall hexnany, *1/batforuer you dv, wall 
will doit, with your might, Ecclef. 9. 16a) 
Now before the: decree bring forth, befmland 
the day paſt as the Chaſf, before: the firrelland 
anger of the Lord come upon: you; ſeek, ye thellgen 
Lard , for haw. ſhell you efrape, if you repleliin p4 
ſo great Jalvation ? Zeph.-2.'24 3+ Heb. 2.4.hji 
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SaiOv_T.; SEE hob 
Reaf. 5. Ton are to confider:ydur latte Well 
end. becauſe bere.lieth your higheſt wiſdom; (6 
Qitharthey mere. wiſe, &c, It you woultJ8 
be ſo-wife as to:exceediall the wife men, $16 
grcati'Statiſis, and Politiciansin the world, [bk 
it-rmaſt be:in confidexing of, and-preparing Þ'; 
for.your. end. 'Sirs,, in this you-are molt Yp 
cohcaned, |becauſe heteby you will pro-Yye 
mate your own intexeſt,\ for it will make | b 
a man prahtable to himſelf, wie, for bim- || c 
' (elf; : Fob! 22:2; Prom':9.12.':*Tis true | i 
Wiſdom tounderſtand this, viz.tobewiſe | 
td thatwhiclis.good, Rom.16.29.itobe | | 
witeinGhiift,tbdecure :the:chicteſt gout | 1 
5:ttheabeft wifdobii: 7 on bong 
© Fiteneare. many worldly wif men; who! | | 

tle theyilive, -provide:for every thing | 
deaths andthey arc oftenready to die, | 
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' noniuſoge ahey begin to live;: ((jna ſpiritual 
-witthde) and is. it'not a veryapfit and | fad 
; ouffurchen-to live ?  And-iafdeed, fuch are tha 
2 16any evils attending Old - Age, that men 
Shave no pleaſure in them, ;Kcctefr2. I, 
fieraltad:(hall theſe be accounted: the: only wile 
*uheilae, that are but wiſe intheir Generation 
peaget.the world, to. purſue, lying vapitics, 
2.2 Sud forſake their own -merciesy . to hew 
_- ſpat-Ciſterns, broken Cifterns-that can 
ola no water, and forfake; the Fountain 
ite Jofliving water ? This is t9 prefer Pebbles 
m; [bxfore Pearls, to gain Karthz\and ito-loſe 
uld Heaven,: Jer, 2,33»  Fonab 2. 8. :Mat, 1.6, 
en, $261; To-be happy for a time, and miſerg» 
ld, det Eternity» | Pr 
np 0 Trae widdom, ani ſerious conkderation, 
Nt {exerciſed about: things 'g90d and tyi}:; 
0 trea, tis converſant about the,-belt good 
& | how it may: attein jt, and about the worſt, 
- | evil-how it may impede, ayoid; and. eſcape: 
e | it/-chuting the-moſi adequate and eftequ» 
e | almeans.tobring it topaſs. This excellent 
* | Bivlne. Wiſdom, js proper and profitable: 
| todire, Prov, 10, 19s, aud-fo\t fdoitheevery: 
'| canfidering godly. man, while hejlives, pubr 
| (and firmly to Jeeure that which be hath 
| of greateſt 'valiue,; visÞ a precious ſoul 
| dre warth chan any thing boflnneB.0ge 
ſeſled 
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watcr in this vaſt Ocean were convert 
into Cryſtal, or the moſt precious ſions 


in the World, and put all in one fa} 
and the ſoul into'the other fcale, ' the Swlh 


would weigh itall down. © Our dear Loy 
tells us, that the gaining of the 'whol 
World-is an'invaluable conſideration! tt 
the loſs of one Soul, Mat. 16. So thath 
muſt be wiſe indeed, that hath gotten x 
Cabinet for this rare incomparable Jewel 
where it will. be for ever ſafe; He thy 
winneth Souls is wiſe, (aith the wiſcſt « 
a meer man, Prov, 11. 30. and ſure then 
hes ſo that ſaves his own.. Again, he that 
confidereth his end, is in the very way tb 
procure and make the beſt friend that will 
certainly ſtand him in ſtead to purpoſe, and 
in the greateſt peril, v/z.: God, Chriſt, An- 
gem Saints, Conſcience, Scripture, ' his real 
nds. When once the breach is made 
up between God and the poor Soul, who 
&n harm or - hurt it? If God be for ut, 
who can be againft #3 ? Rom. 8; I will ly 
me down and ſleep in peace, Plal.1 4.8. More 
over, he provideth againft: the greateſt 
wants, by laying up for a ſpending time. 
There was not ai man; to be found in all 
Egypt lo wiſe as Joſeph , who forxe-ſecing 


their 


eficd of. If all the Rocks were Pearls, +. 
the Earth and Heaven'Gold or if all 6 
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\ o their. want; -filled the: ſtorehouſes againſt 
the years of Famine 3 he that gathereth his 
ml meat in the Summer ( (faith Solomon): is 
<.wiſe, Prov. 10.5. Conſider the time of 


al Youth .is your Summer ; old age, a fick- 
$ bed, is not a gathering but. a, ſpending 
al time, and you, axe got, wiſe; wiſe towards 
ho Bod; wiſe fox;your.precions Souls, thatdo 
not make it, yopr;þahneſs.to, trade,and lay 
up a (tock.and foxe agajnſt.thattime. Ma» 
by 2 filly, Soul ,. like the wanton Graſhop+ 
er, leaps, and skips ,ghirps,and.lings alliths 
zummer, , and when.the Winter cometh 
periſheth for want :, But the, truly. ſerious 
d conſiderjog Soul, like . the -laboxious 
e or Ant, toils or labours .in the Sum 
mer; And that man might put off leth, 
and lcarn his duty., and (o provide. for 
time'to come, Solomoy ſends. him to the 
Ant» Goto the Ant thou ſiuggard,, confi Fr 
"ways, and be wiſe, which, provigeth; ber 
Meat in the Shmmer, axd | gathergth, her 
food in Harveſt, Prov..6.6,8. Andlothe 
iſe.in heart, 'that trade for, Ecernity, Jay 
(the. beſt fupplics. againſt the. evil. day 
Iavare the favour of .God, and. interek 
rilt, paxdon; of | fan, peace of Con- 
nce,, 2 liock of prayers, rich and choice 
xeriences, and love-tokens of their Fa: 
gs. Fayour, .the evidences of their Hea- 
| G 7enly 


. 
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venly Countrey, This is the hidden and 
Hezvehly Treaſure of the Godly man, 
who'bnly is called the man of Wiſdom, 
Mich.” 6. 9. 
 Betides, he preventeth the worſt evils, 
='s. the guilt of Sin, the'ſting of Death, 
{orrows -of Hell, : terrors 'of | Chnſcience, 
the wrath of God, the'1ofs' of God, his 


Soul, ind Heaven. 7!'This infinite: and i ir joy 


reparable evil or leſs he-thall never ſuſtain; 
becauſe this timely conſideration of Death, 
and Judgtnertt, will beas means to fit him 
ft 46 "They that wr irady went" into the 


| Peale Mat 24/40, 
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rYbu that ar6' eardeſsof our im- It 
widrtaF Sbuls.- that think 'not's * Death, ÞS 
eaewil nbt conſider your latter'end- ( if yt 


 infinite*niercy. d8* nottſpecdily prevent) 
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iy wightbe ) others alive, - iz. "to care dif 


. yo Will! certaioly die-withqut wiſdom ; 
yr do tiet ſraſdnably fecure your foiik, Ft 
" thake'GoT and Chriſt your friends, (while Þ 1 


the any people of God; rh ee up a treaſure Fay; 
inHea | 
Uh ph to? "be! "Tot will "treaſure "up 
cinf the Hay of” w74b, oO 
ter wr Mn ment of God: 
2:57 obs wy is the Pen, Eaſe of mh, 
WoY Naly wiſe-men, and of thofe coin ; 
othceand itnployment-is 'to keep; (ii 
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ales, and prevent Death.. [It is! obſerved 
concerning, Paraeelſac,;a grear, Phyſician, 
Ain very; $kilful.io Chimica Experi- 
, .that he bragged and. boaſted, that 
boy to luch'wifdom:- in diſcers 
ning the conſtitutions of :men, . and in ſtu- 
= Remedies that whoſoever, did fol- 
Fs Rubs and keep his. Pire&ions, 
uld Never dic by any \ diſeaſe, .caſually 
ſg andof: old _ he muſt, -but he 
yould undertake to, ſecure 'his health a- 
uioſt Diſcaſes. A bold and moſt preſump- 
ous undertaking ; But he who by Art 
xomiſcd-to prote& others, could not by 
SArt make himſclt a, Protection in the 
ime, of, his Age. who died before or 
n he had lived but thirty years. 
Fror Mortals! fith. that you cannot pre- 
vt Death, it is,yous-wiſtom,;to; prepare 
le = tit; and for;as much; as.you: cannot-by 
Ire Beans; POWEr- or iskjll. keep off the 
he pke of, Death, get while you may, a re- 
"| edy or, Antidote; againft the ſting -of 
each, | that hen-you die, ,you may not 
k uppreparedly, , ox dis without wiſ- 
pa Ws. For mpn if 2onour, tbat | underſtand- 
ofe ! qa, ts like the beaſt that periſheth, Pfal. 
Fit « So did that miſerable miſtaken rich 
If Pa ovho ( though by hirmſelf or others 
aſcs 1 wiſc ) in the account of the only 
G 2 
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wiſe God was a very fool; . who providing J4 
only for the time of life, and rjot for death; Þr 
did deferverthe nanedt: thou fook;this ahh y 
hull thy Soul bo requive#; Untke"14. 20. Af 
dark and dreadful highe indeed, "in which | 6 
he loſt both 'Worlds-at once, Earth andf} ji 
Heaven't60« And will you ſay that you art l 
wiſc, and- ior 'eonfider what Your ed} i 
ſhall be?:The-fiveVir dfoolilh} 
Virgins. c-But why* Leco they did notf 
make proviſion forthe” B ride-grooms' co tf 
miog, and when they-came to the door, i th 
was ſhut pon them, _ ſad and dreadfi if 
difa ppointrtſent; 25; lj 
Batches Migeits Gi rpms ſon), "thalf of 
hath gotten-in His 'anU'madeall read o 
isin a capacitytoTotk upon Death with @ (w 
ſmiling-aſpe&;” becauſe the deadly poylof pa 
and ſting is out, and'ſt can biit kill th nl 
of r6t a81ee&Frirt® the Soul: Bu the 
the fleepy ſeamredifner will- be Tread us 
ſutprized,- us BHmazzarwyas by the hand bo 
writing, 'that' appcire on the wall, th bo 
terrifying 'and abwzing2 phe of 1 
changed his'tounfenarice; xnd erbbled þ Y 
thoughts, 46 tha feigher "Als Wine, if y 
Wives, or Coricdbin&coutdtomfort hin Cl 
who had lifted up hit IFagaioſ the Log ner 
of Heaven, 'Dar. 5." * an 
Sinners Coniſi der theKing of Te J not 


i) 
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ling [$4t&rible6ght, and co none more than 
ath, I19'thoſe'that have their Heaven here, ic 
th | willbe to thoſe as the tearing of their Caul 
, 4 | from their very hearts, worſe than- cutting, 
ji& | 3 Member from the Body 3 for many 
and fave ſuffered the loſs of members to fave 
art] theirlives; O death, death, death, how bit- 
ed} ter, bitter is the remembrance of thee to the 
Wh au that is at eaſe 74 bis poſſeſſion! And 
not} bt mie tell you, evils and dangers, by huw 
oF thich the more ſulden and unexp:Red 
r, iÞ they are, by ſomuch the more dreadtul and 
dfulfRoniſhing they are. What a fad and hide- 
"' ous cry was there jn Egypt, when at mid- 
thif night God ſmote their tirſt-born, and al- 
ah fo when the Earth opened her mouth an 
th $ ſwallowed. up. Korab and his curſed com- 
yoo pany, that went down alive unto the Pir, 
thEinfomuch that all Trae? fled at the cry of 
-buy them, for they ſaid leſt the earth ſwallow 
ful w up alſo, Numb. 16. 31,32, 34+» , And 
ind bow terrible was that fudden (hower of 
"thy fire and brimſione upon filthy S:4om, af- 
ie ter a bright Sunſhiny morning, Gen. 19. 
[1 Þ1 34: So. when grim and palily deach 
, i inech in a,black night, and draweth the 
iy Curtain, and looketh upon the ſecure fin- 
Log ner, it will be very formidable 3 for who 
an look death in the face, that dare 
J not look God or this .own Conſcience 
1 G 3 in 
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in the face? but the ſincerely godly man, 
heted for Death, may look 4h ſive above 
che fear of Death and Hell, -and welcome 
Death, as old Facob did the, wagons. that, 
his Son Joſeph ſent to fetch him. down 
A'gypt, when he ſaw the wagons, the ſpirit 
of 7acob their Fathe, revived, Gen. 46.27, 
Death, though a grim porter, will open 
che gates of glory to every Believer,and let 
them into their Fathers houſe, for both 
like.and deathare theirs, 3 Cor., 3.22. Bleſ- 
ſed are the dead that die in the Lord, Rey. 
14.13. To me tolive is Chriſt, and to die; 
gain, Phil. 1.11. Whoſo is wiſe, will obſerve 
to2ſe things, There are the Reaſons why 
your latter end mult he conſidered, 
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The Application. 


If it bea duty ſo neceffary to mind your 
end, I ſhall deſcend to improve it by way 
of Application. 

Uſe 1. This calls aloud unto all you 
unconverted ſinners that have made no pre 
paration for Death and Judgment, to'ſtand 
and wonder, or lit down and admire at the 
unweari'd patience,the matchleſs and ama- 
_ Zing mercy of the infinitely gracious and 
. glorious God. 

p Hath 
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| Hath the moſt righteaas, juſt, and-fin« 
revenging. God, held your fouls in Life, 
and; kept you from Death and Hell to 
this very day ? And will you not, -even © 
aftoniſhment, adore the: unſearchable 
riches of Grace ? Men commonly wondey 
at-things above their reach, or that fox 
which they can give no reaſon , and ſpe- 
cially at rare» ſingular and unmerited 
mercy. Now (top a little, and ſpend a/few 
ſcrious thoughts, and conlider, what reaſon 
can be given that you ſhould. be aumbred 
among the living, when ſo many are dead 
that you ſhould be in the World, -and fo 
many. thouſands of Men, Women and 
Children in their Graves; and their preci- 


ous ſouls you know not where. Now that 


your bodies are not laid up in that dark 
and diſmal priſon of the Grave, and your 
dear never-dying ſouls, bound, fettered, 

and chained in that dirctul oeinha] Priſon 
of Hell, -is matter of the greateſt wonder 
mall the World. Have you not. cauſe to 
doubt that many of your Neighbours, Re 
ktions, and linful companions -and- ac+ 
quaintance are gone down together,” and 
it. may be.ſome of thoſe you lealt ſuſpect 
And'you know not; how-:many.,are ;now 
in flames for the very ſame tibs that you 
land I guilty of, if not leſs. finners: than 


G. 4, ' your 
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your \ſclves,: © admire and'bleſs : God with 
your whole-Souls, that you are yet on this 
hde the Grave, and not gone down into 
that place of torments you enjoy many 
opportunities for your ſouls, and are fil 
exhorted to part with fin, to turn to God, 
to accept of Chrift, tothink' of Death and 
Hel), that ſo you might never ce it or 
feel itz for there is much more in' the 
pains of.Hell, and wrath of Gud, than 
ever'you heard, or can imagine. Accor. 
Hing totby fear, ſaid Moſes, ſo is thy wrath, 
Pal 90. 11. 

Poor finners ! You are ſtill the living 
Monuments of infinite kindneſs, and 
therefore let not the living man complain, 
Suppoſe you had died when Death ſeemed 
near, 'when you were ſick and weak, ready 
to give up the Gholt, or when thoſe many 
thouſands died by the Plague or Sword, in 
what a miſerable condition had your fouls 
been, to be ſhut up with Devils and dam- 
ned Spirits in the Lake that burneth with 
fire and Brimftone. And' will you (till 
maintain your enmity, increaſe iniquity 
and cven' dare God to damn you ?: Sin- 
ners, are you not beſides yourſelves? ya, 
ſtark mad; to 'make God, thatiſhould bc 
your beſt friend, your worſt 'foe 3 for it 
his anger be kindkkd but a little, 4 

urn 
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burn to the Toweſt Hell, and none can 
quench it, or ſtand before .it.' Can thine 
heart indure, or thine hands be ſtrong in the 
days that I ſhall deal with thee, Exck. 22. 
14. Who can dwell with devouring tire ? 
Who would ( ſaith the Lord) ſet the bryars- 
and thorns again(t me in battle ? I would g1 
tbrough them, Iwould burn them up 20ge- 
ther,” Ta. 27.4 Owhen will you come 
to-your ſelves, and throw away your arms 
and conſider your Souk ? or will you not 
be ſaved, when ſhall it once be ? why will 
you die? let theſe'*Cords of Love draw 
fou, td cauſe' you to fay, Bebold we come 
#130 thee; for thois art the Lord -onr God. 

- Conſider, others dreadful ruine hath 
beef your warning, that are now lockt up 
i6 that dark Dungeon, and ſhall come up 
tifmore;' 4nd whom the Devils are now 
foreating* the worm biting, and the fire 
burniby.* 'Ybu #re- at preſenc. free from 
that boiling Chaldron, and in the Land 
of the Living 3 O praiſc, praiſe the Lord 
forhis long; ſuffering, you being but as it 
were Under a'reprieve 3 O prize, and im- 
prove your life, and* timely prepare fot 
Death 3* for if thy life were ended, thy 
ſoul ſeparated, and not peace with God 


made; ) thou wert an undone Soul : There 


&noplace for Repentane? in the Grave, ng 
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Chriſt or pardon to. be obtained in Hell. 
Bleſs God your Glaſs runneth, your Lamp 
burneth, the day of Grace js yet continu- 
ed, your dear Loxd upon the Mercy-ſeat, 
therefore there is hope. 


—_——— —— —— — — ———_— — 


Uſe 2.. This juſtly.xeprehendeth all that 
flight or neglect this great duty, but eſpe- 
- cially theſe three ſorts ; none of which do 
| ſexjouſly conſider their latter end. 

1.The inſalent Atbeiftical Senſualiſtr, 

Viz. a+ The Ignorant and Incoufiderate. 
 C:3:Thr ſelfconfident and preſuxeptuos 
1. It copdemneth, Atheiftical,Senſualii 
that put the evil:daytfar from them; Amos 
6. 3+. and, who.drown or baniſh the aw 
ful thoughts of God, Death and,Eternity 
cut... of, theix_-minds and. hearts.-., They 
take the Timbrel gud, Harp, ond, rejoyce at 
the, ſound of the, Organ,. ond fay unta God, 
depart from us, for we defire not the know- 
ledge-of thyways, Job 21.22,23-.: God is 
wot in all their thoughts, Plal, 10. 4, They 
arercfoly | for a> ſhort life and a meny, 
- whatever be the dreadful iflue. .They chant 
2 the (ſound of the iol, and driuk Mine in 
- "Bowls, and eat the Lambs out of ths Flock, 
and firetch themſelves upon their Conches, 
laying in their hearts, as that wxetch, Luk 
| 12.19, 


14, 
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1215. Take thine eaſe, eat, drink. aud be 
merry : They will fatistie their Cufts;-en- 
jy the pleaſures of the fleſhy/ walk . in the 
ways of their-hearts, and {in the fight of 
their eyes 3 and hereby . they: make the 
breach wider, and themſclves:ſcven” tines 
moxe the Children, of the Devil, though 
atlaſt they fat down:in everlaſting ſorrow. 
” us eat and drink, for to murruw.' we 

&, 

You poor deſperately deluded Souls! | 
did you believe what you have read and 
beard of the: other World,. or what' the 
Sripture of infallible verity ſpeakethr of 
the infinitely holy, great, and terrible God 
(who will in: no wiſe clear the guilty ) 
you would quickly change your 'Courſc, 
Did you now conlider you mult die, and b 
judged , that in a very little time you 
which hear me this day, mult ſtand betore 
the dreadtul God 3 would you tin ſo free- 
ly, love the world ſo immoderately, mocks 
ata Deity, jecr at a ſerious Picty,, neglect 
our Duty , trifle away our Time, forget n 
Eternity, and hazard choſe your precicus 
Souls, as you have. done;. and' do ?1 Suck 
Rake-hells, and Devils on the! As 
polile ſpeaks of , 2''Pet. 3. 1 Know #bjs 
firſt, i. e. before thrend of the W-rkd: There | 
ſtall come in the tat das, ſcoffers, =—_ " 
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after their oron buſts, and ſaying, where is the 
promiſe uf” his: coming ? Nevertheleſs theſe 
Vipers, vile Mifcreants, and Monſters in 
Mens ſhape, thinkithat they are wiſe, when 
indeed they/have no'\underſtanding. Wiſe 
theytare; but'it is to do evil; to cavil 
gainſt the truth, difpute again(t a lite of 
Holin:fs, #iat to do good they have no know. 
Jedge, Jer. 4.22. 
\ . This was Feruſalems great (in immedi. 
ately before the fierce anger of the Lord 
came upon them and this is the fad and 
dreadful caſe of many, yea» thouſands in 
the World, and in theſe Nations - not- 
withſtanding all thoke awakening, deſola- 
ting providences, and amazing ſpeCtaclcs 
of mortality their eyes have ſeen. 

There are but a few that look upon 
themſelves as concerned at all, juſt like a 
company of ftimple Sheep in a fat Pafture, 
{he Butcher cometh and fercheth one to 
day, another to morrow, the relt feed on, 
and take no notice: of what is become ot 
their Jo{tcompanions. *Tis as if 3 com- 
pany-of 'condemned perſons: ( reprieved 
for.&timb).thould: be appointed to be ex- 


-ecuted oneaftey another, within the ſpace. 


of 40 many days- This day the firli in 
order is brought forth and'/txecuced, the 


"wy following a ſecond; yet all che - 
that 
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that are to take their turns, fall a drink- 
ing, Carding, Singing, Swearing, and fo 
continue till the very laft, untill chey be all 
Hanged, Dead, and Damned. We may 
compare this mad deluded World , to a 
colhpany of poor blind men dancing a- 
bout the brink of a very dangerous deep 
pit, but do not perceive it, or :{ee how 
each falleth in one after the other 3 a firſt, 
ſecond, and third drops down, the reſt not 
diſcerning, the danger , run the round; I 
{hall chus apply it. This day or hour a 
{wcarer tumbleth down to Hell. The next 
a drunkard. This evening or morning 
the pale Horſe mounteth one, it may be a 
curfed- Atheiſt, or a malictous, bloody per- 
fecutor, or tikthy Adulterer, or an Idola- 
trous Worldling, and carrieth him to the 
place of ' darkneſs. The next day he're- 
ceivethihis Commiſſion to fetch ſome tore 
of them 3 thoſe their brethren (in iniqui= 
ty that are left behind, keep and conti- 
nlie their courſe, and dance about the 
Pit, not conlidering they ſo muſt die, and: | 


come to judgment. How little do the 
| Iivitig lay to heart this great buſineſs of 


their Mortality, inſomuch that when they 


would deny a thing with greatef+ confi- 


dence they will commonly fay , they* 
thought no more of it than of "their dy- 
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dag. day, as if Death were not a matter of 
any; moment, but. rather a meer toy or 
trifle, not to be regarded, Sheremembreth 
not ber loſt end, Lam. 1.9. - 

You ſelf-deſiroying ſinners! Do you 
know that you muſt dic, and leave *the 
World for ever? and are you ſo ſiupitied 
and-mad, as not to think of death in ma: 
ny days together, yea, hardly to entertain 
a ſerious thought of Death and Judge: 
ment at a houſe of mourning 3 in the very 
ſight of the dead you can be vainz frothy, 
xlt,pot, pipe, feaſt, diſcourſe of the World; 
a ſad proot that men do: not conlider their 
latter end. Some at that folemn and fad 
ſeaſon, ſeem a little ſerious, but as ſoon as 
the dead Corps is removed, and the Grave 
and Coffin out of fight, Death is no more 
remembred.... To make you ſenſible of 
this folly, let me reaſon with you in a few 
plain hints. 

What, no thoughts of death, you that 
have been-under a ſentence of death, and 
brought to the; very pits brink, looking 
into Eternity ! Q.how ſad is it tothink. how 
guickly thofe thoughts and -impreſhons of 
your mortality, haye worn out, - and-paſt 
away. ! Sinners! Remember, and forget 
not the ſecret vows, promiſes and- engage- 
ments, you then made to: God, C9) 
0 ca 


Ar%a + 


» = EPDPTESPRPSS- 


— © 2» a  AagQ ©RCtCD 29 = 


Io = 


- QA © 


w_ + £3 


, 
- 


= ww, 0D OD & Wu =: wo 


—_—_— _— EY TT” MW ws CAP 


7 4 


(157) 
that you would part with Sin, leave your 


wicked Company, fit looſe to the World, 
live Godly and make it your buſineſs to be 


Religious , and looſe no more of your 


precious time, and opportunities for your 
|: if you have forgotten it, the allſee- 
-, and heart-ſearching God remembers 
"Know and conhder in thy heart, that 
"34 that did but warn. thee then, by 
ſending his ſummons, will ſhortly come 
himſelt. 

Forgetful of Death! and made of duſk 
born of a Woman, and under a decret 
not to be revoked by menor Angels! Heb, 
9. 27. Job 114.3. ,As for man, big days 
are determixed, the number of his months 
ae with thee, thou baſt appointed his bounds 
thas he cannot paſs. 

Not mind your Death ! you that Seain 
ickly, weak, diſeaſed bodies, full of pains 
md.aches» that are ſo many partial: ; Guo 
tidian deaths ? yea a dying daily ? What; 
put off the thoughts of death ! thou thad 
haſt been at ſo many Funerals, heard fo! 
many paſſing Bells or knells, ſeen ſoimany 
Graves, Skulls, and Cofins, before thine 
gjes ! Forget your death ! and yet finners,; 
finning daily, carrying the cauſe and ſting; 
of. death in your boſoms + mors in corpore, 
the body is dead becauſe of fin, Rom. 8.21.) 

Thy 
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'Thy body is but a'body of death,' fin hath 
killedir; theTentence' is paſt” Gen. 3. Th 
wages of ſin'is death; Rom. 6.1. The Su 
that fins muſt ' die, Ezck. 18. 20. What, 
put off this evil' dayi! and dead in patt, 
old and cold, having one foot in the grave, 
viz. teeble knees, trembling hands, wrink 
ledifaces; gray 'or' bald heads, the Gray 
being'ready for:yor! 7 "What, no more 6 
rious thoughts of Death! And'ſo many 
pieces and parcels of your ſelves gone be 
fore to this long home : So many - Reti- 
ons and:Children now aſleep in the Duſt 
of Death? arc they buried in perpetual ob: 
livion, never'to be remembred more ? 

\ "What finner!- what not think of Death! 
and Death at thy very heels;- and befort 
thine eyes : whither can you direct yout 

'exes> and /not' {ce thit which preacheth: or 

repreſenteth- Neath 2 All the Winter Neath 
is op the'Trees, in' our Gardens; inevery 

Flower 3: at your Table every day you feed 

onthefleſh of dead Creatures; to-tel]'you 

that:you muſt die and' is/hodf Deatty in 
yourinBeds/ every-night 2:W bat''is ficep, 
but chepictureand' image of cold Death? 
and your ! beds, but: the repreſentation” of 

ur dark Graves. 

O carelcfs b:ſfotted finners ! :not con{ie 
der of Death ! and have- precious - fo.uls, 
tat 


- 
io! 
Ge 


= > 193% 55 53 © 


4 (159) | 
hah Fat muſt live or die, be ſaved or damned) 
Th Heaven or Hell, to bliſs or burning, to 
Sou God or Devils, to Saints or curſed Repro- 
har, bites, as ſoon as the breath is gone, which 
art iy be the next day: or hour 3 this pale 
ave BWHe Death, hath the red Horſe Hell fol- 
ok f iwing him, Rev. 6. 8. Laſtly, what not 
rave think of, ard prepare+for Death! and 
+ alled Chriſtians, that profeſs you believe 
ary | theReſurreRion of the Body, and the Life 
be. | Everlaſting, a happineſs beyond the Grave. 
ati. | For if in this life only (faith Peart ) we 
ut | five hope in Chrift, we are of all men molt 
ob: þ miſerable, 1 Cor. 15.19. 

Poor hardned fnners! that now for- 
11] get God, and this great and mighty con- 
xe | Eern of your immortal Souls , what will 
at | you do in the day of Vilitation, when the 
or | iniquity of your heels ſhall compaſs you a- 
th | bout, and no friend in Heaven above, or 
ry | in Earth beneath, that can ftarid you in 
:& | flead ? and when'Conſcience like a bold 
1 | furdie' Serjeant, ſhall take you by the 
in | throat , and fummon you in the name of 
p; | the great Judge, to come and ſtand at or 
| before the Judgement Seat. Underſtand 
f | J* bruitiſh among the people, and ye fools, 
when will ye be wiſe ? Pſal. 94. 8. tounder- 
_} this, to provide for your latter 
end. 


; 
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- .2., This blames the ignorant, pettifh, ani 
inconfiderate Soul, who in an angry fit 


Viz. 25 a,writ of eaſe, or out-let to pre- 
ſent pain, poverty, ſickneſs. and other 
worldly: troubles and perplexities, not 
rightly conſidering how terrible Dzath is, 
or. what the dreagtul conſequences of it 
are. Now that you may be convinced of 
this fin and folly, give me leave to tell 
you, that between the worſt, longeit, and 
deepeſt miſeries and calamitics of. this life, 
and thoſe after death, there is no propor: 
tion, but an exceeding diſtance. 

_. Poor deluded fouls ! what is the bite of 
2 Flea, to.the fting of a Serpent ? or a 
feratch on the hand to'a ſtab at the heart? 
what is the heat and ſmart of a little can- 
dle, to a hot fiery Furnace, or a devouring 
flame ?. What is a drop of Gall to a Sea 
or Ocean of poyſon ? or what is pain, tor- 
fure or anguiſh for an hour; to;intolerable 
miſery time. without end, into. which, to 
the Unconverted, - Death will certainly be 
the door ? and are you ſo mad to imagine 
that there is nothing in the other World 
. to. be. feared or felt , worſe than out- 
ward preſſures, perils, pains, . which are 
but bodily miſcrics, and that but for amo- 
ment? This fin, not only the prophane 
World 


- 
PF 


; 


paſhon wiſheth for death out of a baſe cd || 
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World are guilty of, but ſome of thoſe that 
profels the Name of God, Rebecks faid 
to1ſzac, I amweary of my, life, becauſe of 
be-Daxghters of Heth, Ge. 27+ 46. Ra- 
eel cries out, Give - me Children or 1 die, 
Gen. 30.1. Eliſha being threatned by 
Jezebel, faid,-O Lord take away my life, 
1 Kings 16. 4. . Fonah for the loſs of a 
Gourd, ſaid, Is is better for me to die than © 
i live, and told God to his: very. face, . 
that he did well to be angry even unto 


death, Jonah 4-.9. The Iſraelites, when 


they wanted water, wiſhed they had died 
in the Wilderneſs. Theſe and the like 
wicked wiſhes are in the mouths of many 
poor,, ignorant, diſcontented perſons, 
who. long to. be out of this wretched 
World, | 

.. Now by way of conviction , I ſhall la 
down theſe following particulars. 

*.,1, What think you of _ theſe inward, . 
and Soul ſtraits, -and conflicts wherewith 
Gods poor afflicted people are ſadly exer- 
diſed!. And were you but ſenſible of the 
guilt and weight of fin, a wounded pirit, 
the.wrath of God, and thoſe everlaſting 
burnings3, it would quickly ſwallow up 
Jour.outward Miſeries, though never fo 
many. This is evident in the example of 
the Jaylor, who for the loſs of his Pri> 
"M ſoners 


'('r62)) 
erg was fo tormented, that he would hare 
killed himſelf before he was convinced 9 
the dreadfal ſtate of his ſoul we was in 
danger of \ruin, Afr 16. 27,28, 29,20. 
:Thert be fell OrH ' and cried oar, $i irs, what 
fhall Tdb tobe ſaved. 

2. To wiſh tot Death, becanſe of the 
evils attending this life, is very wicked and 
dangerous, interpretatively, and in elle} 
It is to wiſh your ſouls in Hell:, © ' 

"Conſider and mind this alſo, that your 
preſent ſorrows, crbſſes, troubles, of what 
kind or degree ſocver they be, are the fruit 
of your ill- doings, and far leſs than you 
deſerve; for it is a wonder you are not in 

' *Helt!-and will you dare to be fo audach 
ons as'to fly in the face of your faithfi] 
Creator , when you ſhould be deeply fen- 
{ible of your horrible wickednefs, and 
humble under Gods hand, and accepting 
the punjfhment of your fin, ' ye ſhould, re 
petit and* turn to God ;, take '*away the 
cauſe, and the effet will <eafe. 
© 13.” You'can pleaſe and gratifie the Devil 
your deadly adverſary in nothing more; 
you wiſh for Death, þ Lt, the Devil too; 
if youre his now,” you myſt be his then, 
'his here; -and kis for eyer : He waits and 
Tongs that your breath were gone ; you 
ſouls feparated 3 therefore he would have 
you 


jo 
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tax. [you poiſop, hang, drown, ſtarve, or ſtab 
ed MFaves: that you thight be dead, darm- 


xs j; | ped, -and burned with him ig Hel. 

2 | 4. Moreover, if you were' dead, you 
71 yeald. ſuddenly repent, and change yuur 
mind, and it it might be, give the World 
th þ {0 bealive again,with all the wants, pains, 
adgrict you now indure, Had you'biit 
#pceping hofe idto Hell, ro fee and hear 
What they indure, you would confeſs your 
ns,” judge your ſelves , and cloſe 'with 
hz 4 Chriſt before you die, that ſo you might 
not come into that dreadful place of tor- 
| fnenit, Now that you may hear and fear, 
and do no more fo wickedly, let me 45K 


fg 7 What think you of the ſting and 
n-| bitternefs of Death , when'a man comes 
a4] to dic, Conſcience being awakened, roar- 
1 foglike a'Lion, Death-the Ring of Ter- 
| fors Mbding by, 'when the guilt of paſt 
, fins, 4n&16ſs of precious time, 'wilt be'as 
fo many ficry darts, and fiinging Scorpi- 
14 ons, biting and gnawing on the” Heart ? 
1 Whatthink you it will be be to die uncon- 
| vexted, todie in a ſtate 'of fin and wrath, | 
| i Fhaitdr" to” God (in a' fate of uhbelict | 
| | © #nU impepittticy (the Soul-damniog fins) | 
1  t0"d1e- with an evil heart, an accufing 4 
Confeience, 'felf:copdenmed ,, caſtin your 
_— - 02S oe OR 
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own,breaſt, to die,; to, die, which. is worſ 6 b, 


of all.*;; +: « 1... ' 
2, What thiok you of the ſadncſs and [67.4 
amazing Terror of approaching Judge, aj} 
ment ,j-the ſecond Death 3 when a man I, 
comes t6 take a dreadful view of the othet 
World, and begins to reflect and ;think, 
wherefore Ie, dy What have I been | 1 
doing, are all theſe my fins? O- where [5 
ſhall Lleave'them ? or how ſhall I be rid 
of them now am dying ?, Whither am |; 
I going * what will be my company? |; 
Where ſhall be my, place, . and how .ncat |x4; 
am Ito it? What muſt I endure? and Is 
how long? how long? and Conſcience 
will anſwer, to;Eternity, miſery-without Jjje 
end. This will amaze, confound, or 0+ |: 
verwhelm the. Soul with fear and pertur: Ji; 
batipn, when, it-ſees thac Heaven .is.;lot, Ji 
and that it muſ};down, down, to, the Re- Ig, 
gion of darknels, and company of Deyils Ig 
in, that ſtate of ;everlalting Woe. . . The |, 

K 

& 

T 

| 
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ic 
. 
h 


killing, thoughts, of which made, ;a great 
man wiſh, chat he tyjght live, though by; 
the G 8 Foo 971.6 [1 vid a3 b91z27 
| .;What think, y v;0Lt <, 1mRartiajity 
ot the Judge 3 that will, noe Jrars wh: 
guilty, muſt and, will judge and. (ſentence 
according to the FaQ, and: reward: every 
man, according to his Works ?* He would Þ 

not 
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of c ſpare the Angels that ſinned, but .caſt 


fem down to Hell, 2 Pet. 2:4. nor A- 
we, but caſt him out of Paradiſe, and 


ka flaming Sword againſt him, neither 
vill he ſpare any impenitent ſinner in the 


ay of his wrath 3 Juſtice obliges him to 
uſtifie = Righteous, and condemn the 
fieked. | 
| Trlenp think you of the impoſſibility 
of having any appeal ? There will be no 
fer to mediate,” no Mediator to plead, 
o Daniel, Noah, Job to intercede, or 
to fand-in the gap, not an Interceſſor in 
Erth or Heaven to be found to ſpeak a 
ord; There can be no appeal to” God, 
his Calls and Counſels Have been refaſed, 
birintereſt oppoſed, his Enemies counte- 
myced, his Laws violated, his Anger will 


like fire. No appeal to Jefus TR 


bis Government hath been Nighted, al 
Grace and perſon rejected : or to the my 
Ghoſt, ht hath been quenched and grieve 
ort9 Angels or Saints, all witl be againft 
by "What think you of the refignation of 
bdyl'and Body to the Executioner-and 
ormentor, the red Dragon ? *Tis fad to 
; {y poor MalefaQor committed to the 
iylor or Hlatg-man, but O how much 


[agre Yreadful will it be for eyer-living 


ſouls 
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ſouls in the face of ;Men and Angels, tl; 

be delivered i into.the hands of that rapin 
roaring Lion the Devil? When .God. the h 
righteous Judge (hall Gay in fight of th G 
whole World, here are the men that braki 1 
my Statutes, prophaned my, Sabbath} 4 
that hated my Saints, thatferyed che De - 
vil, in the ſatisfying their Laſts,” the open} 4 
and profeſſed Adverlaries;towy Namcad] y 
Intereſt chat would not, though 1 ofte 6 
W 
G 
0 


meregers them, come. at . my call, .accep 
of my love, receive my Son, or indure#- 

| fs of OneRs or by any means be:draw: 
grid fe to think of, "and preparÞ © 
rParh an d Judgment, though they haÞÞ ,, 
a opportunity enough. Now tak 
nDevil, ang away to. Hell with theng 
pon Soul abhorreth them. | Thy Coreh;, 
nant -Servay ts wo Voluntary Slaves they Xt 
xc in timp, and thy Priſoners jn chainsc pl 
Kath the ſhall be: to. Ex exnity, to.bÞ ©, 
ented day and night for' ever, Re _ 
20» LO. th 
6 What think you of the eternal þ; th 


ith and ſeparation from, God, Chil 
Agel Saints \Heanen Tray wu 1 


hopent of: loſs, and the wor 
Re 25.41. Then ſhall bs pag then 
on the th hang, Depart from we. ye curſe 
into APTN fire prepar'd fo rt der 
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9; hu Angels. O terrible;terrible,to be doom'd 
For ſentenced to lic under the wrath and 
th hatred of the infinitely great and dreadful 
| God for ever and ever, as long as God (hall 
T live, whoſe being is to eternity, as long as 
there is a Devil to torment, or to be tor- 
"mented, (hall their plagues laſt. The fear- 
PUF ful and unbelieving, and the abominable, 
04 Maurderers, Whoremongers, Liars, Dogs, 
T Greerers, carry all their fin down to Hell 
J with them;the fucl that feeds the wrath of 
If $ God; ſo that the oyl of fin cauſes the lamp 
of wrath to burn and flame everlaſtingly. 
F The debt of fin can never be paid, Juſtice 
4} never ſatisfied, 8 the damned ſouls remain 
F impenitent, and God implacable; fo that 
there can be no hope of pardon. The ſen- 
tence is ſtridt, unchangeable, irreverſible, 
eternal.O Eternity! Eternity / this ſtings, 
' ptagues,and augments, and aggravates the 
ry F molt intolerable puniſhment of the damn- 
}F ed; after innumerable thouſands of years 
they ſhall think it but the beginning of 
their ſorrows, and ſhall be fo far from an 
end, as if they had bin in Hell but an hour: 
ke will be everlaſting deſtruction from the 
preſence olazirg Lord, and the glory of 
his power, £'Thef. 1. 9. In compariſon of 
"1*F which, all the rendings, rackings,tearings, 
WM H tOr- 
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torturings of mens bodies here, by the 
moſt exquiſite torments upon racks, pib- 
bets, wheels, gridirons,boyling lead,boyl- 
ing oyl, and other bloody invented en- 
einesand inſtruments of amazing cruelty, 
are but a flea-biting.” 

Sinners / *tis Hell, Hell, that will make 
the ſadly tormented Soul ſeek death, wiſh 
and long for that which ſhall never be, 
Rev. 9.6. And will-you defire and with 


for the woful day ? God forbid ! Now F" 


your condition may be changed, then it F 
will be ſtated. Woe, woe unto you that de- 
fire the day of the Lord, to what endis | 
it for you ? The day of the Lord is darkneſs, ( 
end not light, Amos 5.18, A day f P 
Gloomineſs, a day of Clouds, and of thick F 
Daorkneſ7,at which the people ſhould be much 


pained, and all faces ſhall gatber blackneſ;, F® 
the inhabitants of the Land ſhall tremble, Þ* 


for the day of the Lord is very terrible, Joel F* 
2. 'Now therefore do not wickedly wiſh F' 
it, but wiſely conſider and prepare for it: F 

And bleſſed is that Servant whom when 
his Lord cometh, findeth fo doing. 


3. It n 
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'3, It reproves the ſelf-confident and 
umptuons, who conclude upon a fitneſs 
d preparedneſs for death and judgment 
won very flight and unwarrantable 
tounds 3 namely, becauſe they ſeparate 
tom the notorious wicked, are not pro- 
hane, make a profeſſion, ſhew ſome legal 


: ſorrow for fin, run the round of duty; 
n hough carnal and heartleſs enough in 
thoſe duties 3 from hence they eaſily per- 


de themſelves that all is well, viz. that 
icy are the Children of God, in a ſtate of 
race and going to Heaven, and as fit to 
lie as the very beſt. How many thouſands 
of Þ there in the Chriſtian World, who ſe- 
+ ly ſleep and dream of an intereſt in 
.þ Iriſt,that hope and promiſe themſelves a 
7, ſuture and glorious felicity, who are but 
cer moral men, and worſe, or rotten 
zinted hypocrites at the beſt, having only 
< Þform of godlinefs, reſtrainingy counter= 
+ : Fit, or common Grace ? Such Scribes and 
ariſees are the fooliſh Virgins, and yet 

. F"nfident to the very laſt, they came to 
the door with a Lord, Lord,opent unto us. 
Ihey:had blazing Lamps, butno oyl in 
neir Lamps or Veſſels; no real Union 
It Fith Jeſus Chriſt, no precious Faith, no 
ncere love and evangelical repent- 
H 2 ancc, 
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ance, the root of the matter was not inſ; 


. You that: have a-name to live, cake 
heed-you be notdeceived 3 if you are no 
truly united to Jeſus Chriſt, he will cer. fl; 
w_ diſown you. The Lord Jeſus tell 
of ſuch fadly deluded ſouls that hall 
and upat the laſt day, and challenge ; 
reward in Heaven, to whom he will pro-f 
teſt, I know: you not, Mat. 7.23. They 
never ſavingly knew him, had- never any f 
union or communion with Chriſt in the] #: 
World. Many are called, but few choſen: 
The Childrens of the Kingdom (Gith Chriſt) 
ſhall be caſt ous, And I muſt tell you, whe 
ever. comes to Heaven, will miſs many 
there which: they thought to find , and 
find others'there-they little expeed. Thi 
finners in $tox are more than a few , the 
Goats more than the Sheep, the Tare 
miore- than the Wheat, more reprobatc 
Silver than pure tried Gold, © The pureit 
heart, -ard'truly Godly man that moum 
and bleeds for fin, that loves God, an 
prizes Chriſt above the World; is man 

_ times full of \fears. and doubts about hi 
ſoul, and:thecternal condition of it : £ 
> what would:he not give to be afſurt 
that all is well between God and him 


--— {== ec» 
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Qt; know that God and Chriſt is his, thas 


#is fit to live or die 3 becauſe a miſtake 


fakeſ;ore is very dreadful , and of an infinite 


; Not 
Cer- 


ke 
(hall 
1. 


conſequence. _ But on the contrary, the 
foliſh, diſobedient, that are deceived,ſer- 
ring divers Luſts and pleaſures, living in 
fn, and alicnated from the life of God, 
having no hope, and without God in the 
World, arc highly confident, and ſtrongly 
erſwaded that it thall go well with them 
Inthe World to come. I knew a poor, 
norant, prophane wretch, being told 


'F bn his death-bed ( and but alittle before 


he entred into eternity ) that death was 
come, replicd, where is it, I will go forth 


I and meet it ?Puttiog his legs over the bed, 
| little time gave up the Ghoft. There- 


re in this great ſoul-affair, let none be (o 


 fool-hardy, as to truſt without trial, Bt 
 /tt every man prove his own work,, andthen 
f all be have rejoycing in bimſelf, and not 


in another, for every man ſhall bear bis own 
burthen, Gal. 6.4, 5: 

Deſt. It the contideration of our lat- 
ter end is of ſo much, moment, Why do 
men and women that have immortal ſouls 
think #0 more »f it £ | 


; Anſw. The great cauſe is from that 


horrid, curſed atheifim and unbelief, which 
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is deeply rooted and riveted in mens 
minds and hearts. They do-not credit 


that wondring and aſtoniſhing Dodriz] 


of the other World, according to the be. 
lief of which they muſt liye'or die to al 
eternity. | 


If we ſhould take a ſerivas proſpet of | 


.endleſseternity, and of thoſe great things 
men ſeem to believe, namely, that they 
muſt die, that in every mans bedy there 
is a never-dying Soul, that there will bea 
different and unchangeable ſtate of men 
after death, and that without holineſs, 
real holineſs of heart and life.,, no man 
ſhall ſee the Lord 3 and compare the lives 
and praQtices of thoſe that pretend to be+ 
live theſe things, and we may fee them 
as bufie as a company of Ants in a ſunny 
day, and that the general courſe of men, 
hath no tendency towards this end, but 
indeed a ſad and woful incongruity. 
© '2, The fecond Cauſe is want of ſpiri- 
tual and divine Wiſdom. It was for want 
of that wiſdom which is from above, that 
the Iſraelites did not conlider, O that they 
were wiſe ! ſaid God. They are a Nation 
vid of Counſel, neither is there any unacr- 
ſtanding in tbem, Deut. 32,28, It men 
were wile for their precious and om 
ouls 
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fouls, they would confider what is here 
to be done and what is like to be their 
condition in the other World, The pru» 
dent man fore-ſceth the evil, or conlider- 
eth the evil, and hideth himſelf, When 
God by the mouth of Moſ#s threatned to 
plague the Egyptians by the Peſtilence, 
Hail,and Fire,He that believed and feared 
the word of the Lord, among, the fer- 
vants of Pharaoh, made his Servants and 
Cattle flee into the houſe, and were pre- 
ſerved, Exod.” 9. 20, So the Soul that 
is truly wiſe to conſider of the danger of 
being deſtroyed: by the grievous hail and 
fre of Gods wrath, will flee into the hi- 


"ding place, viz. under the wing of the 


great and glorious Mediator, where alone 
there is true ſuccour. But he that did not 
fear or conſider of the danger, left his 
Servants and Cattle in the field, and were 
deſtroyed, Exod. 9. 21,25. 

3. The third hindrance is Senſualicy, 
worldly pleaſures, and carcs, theſe carry 
away the heart from true conlideration. 
The Iſraelites confluence of creature-com- 
forts, cauſed them to forſake and forget 
God, Dent. 32.14,15,16,17,18. Theold 
World was Eating, Drinking, Marrying, 
and giving in Marriage, not conſidering 

H 4 ot 
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of their danger, till the ood came ang 
took them" away, Mat. 24. 38, 39. The 
men of the Earth do fo. mind Earthly 
things, that their hearts are ſurfeited and 
drunken with the cares of it, Luke 12.34, 
and while mens minds and thoughts are 
carried ſo vehementy after the world, to 
make provilion for their lite, they can 


think but little of their death» Luke 12, 


I5, 16,17, 18. 

4. The fourth ObſtruGion is a plague 
upon the heart,and deſperate ſecurity pro- 
ceeding from it. No bonds next to death 
are ſo | cc to keep men under, as ſecu- 
rity and ſenſleſneſs of Spirit. So dead 
a ſleep poſlefſeth moſt of the ungodly 
World, that they are paſt feeling, and be- 
*come (© fiark dead, that the voice of God 
in thedreadful threatnings of his Word, 
and the alarm of his amazing, tremen- 
dous Judgments, and defolating provi- 
dences prevail not to awaken them. The 
Lord hath poured out upon them the 
- ſpirit of a deep jleep, and hath (in judg- 
-went)) cloſed their eyes, that they can 
fin in.the very face of the Judge, at the 
very brink-of Hell, at the very mouth 
and entrance of that great gulf of Eter- 
nity. 

5. A 
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5.A fifth hinderance to mens confidera- 
tion of their latter end, is a firong delufi- 
on of heart, or Satanical Suggeftions. The 
old Serpent, and defperately-: deluded 
hearts, make them dream that God is all 
love, that they (hall have long lite, that 
preparation for Death and Eternity is a 
ſhort work 3 and that it may be done at 


| #ny time, namely, when they have done 


with the World, when they are 61d, or ly- 
ing on a {ick-bed. They fay in their hearts, 
'tis but believing, or repenting, and fay- 
Ing,” Lord have mercy on'me, let me'die 
the death of the righteous. Under this 
deadly deluſion they dream of heaven,and 
g0 laughing to hell, » Theſ. 5.3. 

And that which doth much increaſe 
this ſtupidity, may be the want of,or neg- 
le@of a powerful and foul-fearching Mi- 
niſtry,, whole office, as watch-men, is to 
fore-ſee the danger,and to warn and awa- 
ken ſecure finmers, - crying aloud'to them 
in the'name of the Lord, 4wike thox that 
fleepeſt, ariſe from the dead, #nd Chriſt ſhall 
give thee light, Eph. 5. 14. Butfome can- 
ndt indure that Minitters ſhould be fo fe- 
vere, Plain and piercing in their Doctrine; 
ſo as to thunder and lighten in the eye 


and cars of ſlcepy ſoulsz they are well 
H 5 con» 


I7c # 
contented to fit utider thoſe that daub, 


, With untempered Morter, and who ſow . 
i Pillows for their; Arm-holes, under whoſe | * 
 * Miniſtry they may take a nap, and ſleep | , 
it out. But they hate him that reproveth | 

in the gate, that galls, cuts, and wounds 


their Conſcience, juſt like the gall'd back- 
cd Horſe that bites and kicks at him that 
would heal him. 

A perſon of no mean quality ſpeaking 
his opinion of ſeveral Miniſters, ſaid, ſuch 
a man I can hear, and ſucha one I can hear 
very well, but the third he mentioned, 
that was wont to lay the ax to the root 
of the tree, and grapple with the heart : 
I cannot indure to hear him, for he al- 
ways grates upon my Conſcience. 

"6. Men do not conſider their latter end 
becauſe they are afraid to do it. 

I. Firſt, To wanton ſinners,the remem- 
brance of Death is a bitter Pill that will 
not ſuffer the pleaſure of fin to go down 
ſo ſweetly. Therefore they fay to the 
thoughts of Death, as the Governor to 
Paul, Go thy way for this time, when Thave 
&.convenient ſeaſon, 1 will ſend for thee. Se- 
rious thoughts of Death and Judgment 
to come, as the hand-writing on the wall, 
will dawp the ſpirits, and mar the my 
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of the greateſt Prince or Gallant in the 


World. 
2, They fear to think of Death becauſe 


they have made no preparation tor ir, 


(viz. ) They have not believed,repented, 


lived a life of holineſs, fo as to make their 
God their friend. A Bankrupt that oweth 
many hundred pounds more than' he is 
worth, is afraid to caſt up his accompts : 
So poor and impenitent ſinners that are in 
debted to God, that owe him ten thou» 
ſand Talents, are unwilling to think of 
Death, becauſe Death-will ſay unto then, 
Come give an account of your Steward-= 
ſhip,for you mult pay the utmoſt -farthing. 
3- They areafraid to think of Death, 
by reaſon of the dreadful conſequences of 
Death, as it relates to both Worlds. The 
change that Death makes as to this pre» 
lent World, is very. amazing. | 


- 1, It brings -unavoidably a diflolation 
or ſeparation of. Soul and Body, theſe two 
dear companions that have lived and con- 
verſed together, and finned together, for 
many years, mult then part. and a living 
man will become a dead carcaſs, fit for 
nothing but a grave, and the ſoul muſt 
haye another habitation, Job 17. 13, 14s | 
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Fob 19. 26.+ Well might Death be called IPr 
the King of Terrors, Fri 


2, It is matter of fear to leave this || mc 
World that hath been ſo pleafing and de- IJ an 
lightfome, and for which you have toiled Þ Ar 
and laboured fo many years, in one night | br 
to Joſe it all ! for when the departing hour | an 
cometh, you may take a view of all your F is 
comforts which you have had under the 
Sun, and helps of Heaven, (viz. ) Huf- I tl 
bands, Wives, Parents, Children, Kinf- | tt 
folks,. Friends, jolly Companions, Gold, | vi 
Silver, Houſes, Lands, fweet and delicate | t! 
Banquets, plealing bargains, and ſay, we | a 
muſt now part,farewell forever: we (hall Þ| V 
never ſee or enjoy you more, we ſhall ne- | f 
ver cat, drink, or converſe more, buy or | v 
fell more: all our fleſhly* and ſenſual 
delights are ended, our joy, our mirth is 
cealed, and all the bleſſed advantages 
for our falvation now will terminate. 
Farewell the means of Grace, and all thc 
golden opportunities for our ſouls, farewel - 
all thoſe faithful Miniſters that we have 
heard,farewell all thoſe powerful awake- 
ring Sermons that have ſounded in our 
ears, farewel all the bleſſed Sabbaths,fare- 
well all the Counſels, Examples,Reproofs, 

Prayers, 


gone, that DaGrige did. {o gall him, 
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Prayers of our ſerious and religious 
Friends and Relations, we (hall never fee 
the face of a Miniſter more, orhear a Ser- 
mon more, never have the door of Grace 
and Life opened to us any more for ever, 
And what remains, but a dofeful remem- 
brance of thoſe good things that are paſt 
ind gone, and a fevere {tri account that 
is yet behind ? 

O dreadful change and loſs indeed ! to 
them that make the World their home, 
that have their Heaven on this fide Hea- 
yen, and no proviſion or portion beyond 
the grave. The thoughts of which made 
a wicked young man (very thriving in the 
Word) to utter theſe words, If T live, I 
hall be arich man; but this is the plague 
of it, T maſt die; which accordingly came 
to paſs not long after. | 


3- No wonder death is fo terribe, for 
after death the judgment. Death is a 
Purſevant that ſummons guilty fouls to 
come and give an account at Gods dread- 
ful Bar. And what more terrible to the 
MalefaRor than the ſight and preſence of 
an angry Judge? While Pal reaſoned of 
udgment, Felix trembled and bid him 


that 
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that he could not indure it, Ads 24, 
25» 

'Uſe' 2: The ſecond uſe is to exhont, 
perſwade and ſtir you up, to put this du- 
ty of ſo great and infinite concernment in- 
to practice. O Sirs, I beſccch you toen- 
tertain-fome timely thoughts of your dy- 
ing hour, that Death and you may be more 
familiar. The beſt friend you have in Hea- 
ven and Earth, longs to ſee it done; O that 
there were ſuch an beart in them ! 

Now if you would do any thing in this 
bleſſed work (viz.) to prepare for death 


and judgment, it muſt be done. 1. Sud- | 


denly. 2. Seriouſly. 3. Effedually. 

I. It muſt be dene ſuddenly, it is buſi- 
nefs of that importance that muſt not be 
negle&ed or delayed for a moments time. 
Did you but ſee that you are upon the 
confines of Eternity, and indanger every 
day of being undone for ever, you would 
quickly come to a. reſolution. To further 
and engage you : Confider.. 

r. Life ( as dear and precious as it is) 
is very uncertain. What a nothing is this 
life” A wind, a vapour, a dream, 4 
breath, a bubble. 

How foon may the Thred be cut, the 
Glais run, or this bright | u:ning Lamp 

be 
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be dim,and out,when, how, or where this 


ſhort dying life will terminate thou doſt 


not know ? whether at home or abroad, 
among thy friends or ſtrangers, in the 
field or houſe, at thy table, or in thy bed, 
who can tell ? 
2, Death may come ſuddenly. When 
the pale Horſe will ſet forth, whether in 
the morning, or at mid-day,or mid-night, 
no man can tell thee. There is a fatal hour 
which none can paſs, Luke 12.20. Pal, 
73-18, 19. Pſal. 64.7. 1 Thef. 5.3. 
3. When death comes, it ſtrikes ſure 
This King of Terrors on the pate Horſe 
always rides the circuit, and doth execy- 
tion where ever he cometh, no ſhield or 
buckler, or armour of proof can defend 
us, no, not an Army or guard of Men or 
Angels. If dreadful Death finds a King 
on his Throne, or a Beggar on the Dung- 


hil; it is all a caſe. The ftrength of a man, 
though a Sampſon, this great Leviathan,' 
Death, counts but a firaw 3 Death doth 
his work ſpeedily, eaſily, witnels the laſt 


Plague. I ſhall add here. 


I. Death's calls, warning and alarms; 


are very frequent, not one of you buthave 
had many a call and knock, - to-mind you 
of Death, 


_— .- 


2+ Death's' 
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” 2. Death's commands are peremptory, 
he brings his Writ along with him. Death 
comes in the name of the terrible Judge, 
and taKes his commiſſion out of the Court 
of Heaven, in order to the accomplith- 
ment, and execution of an eternal and 
irrevocable decree, fo that he mult do his 
work, will have his errand. If a man had 
Mines of Gold and Silver to give, it can- 
.. notdcliver from the arreſt of this incx- 
= orable Scrjeant. 


a 3. :Death's Conqueſt js great. I know 
thou wilt bring me to death,and the place 


that liveth, and ſhall not ſee death ? Thou 
haſt ſet his bounds that he can't paſs. They 
that have conquered kingdoms and coun- 
freys, and carried all before them, have 
been ſubjected by death. When death 
-* comes and takes a man by the throat, 
-though-the proudei, ſtouteR, ſtrongelt in 

© the:World, . he muſt go willing or unwil- 
ling, *tis all one to Death. *Tis obſervable 
that of bad-men, their ſouls are.not reſig- 
ned, buttaken away. What js the hope of 
the Hypocrite, though he hath gained, 


8,20. A tcwpett licaleth him away in the 
night. 


3 appointed for all living. What man is he' 


when God taketh away his Soul, Job 27., 
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pight. This night ſhall thy ſoul be re- 
quired, death will not fiay one night. *Tis 
in vain for them that are ſtrong and lively 
tofay to death, goto the wrinkled faces, 
to the gray heads, to the pale cheeks, to 
the naked backs, the dry bones, to the 
dry breaſts, meddle not with this young 
man, ſtrike not this comely beautiful wo- 
man, that is in the lower and prime of 
Nature. Go to yonder conſumptive, de- 
clining, decaying, Cying old man, go to 
that weak withered old Woman. Let me 
alone to be excus'd, O but death regards 
itnot. For this great Conqueror Death, 
knocks as often at the young mans door, 
as.at the door of the old Woman. Death 
arreſts and carrieth away the ſirong, the 
healthy,the rich,the honourable, the learn- 
e&d, Priſoners to the Grave as often as the 
weak, the ſickly, the poor, the baſe and 
Ipnorant, 

2. You are to do it Seriouſly, with thy 
ſoul: the living will lay it to heart, Eccleſ. 
7.2, Thedead cannot,there's no device in 
the Grave then go about it now in good 
earneſt, before old age and death cometh. 

3. Do it Effc&izally,go thorow with the 
work, leave it not undone, or but done to 


halves, let every luſt be mortihed, - every 


duty 
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duty performed,every grace exerciſed. 4 
good never a.whit, as never the neaxe, 
Now you have opportunity before you, 


the day of gracc is continued, Chriſt is at! 


the door, open to him, and make all ſure; 


for it ever thou be juſtified, pardoned, ſan-f 


Ctihed,it muſt be now. The conliderati- 
ons to perſwade you, are theſe following, 


Motive 1, Conſider there js an abſolute 
and indiſpenlible necellity for the doing 
of it, a preſent neceſſity, an infinite and 
eternal neceſſity ; other things may be 
done,this muſt be done,and it is more than 
time this great work were done and ti- 


niſhed. Itis the grand buſineſs of your 


life, timely and traly to prepare for death 
and judgment, It were better that all 
your-concerns in the World were wholly 
neglected, namely, Husband, Wife, Chil- 
dren, Buying, Selling, Seed-time, Harvell 
- Omitted, and let all run to ruine, than to 


hazard, loſe, and undo your ſouls, for this | 


will certainly ruine body and foul for 
ever. 

O ſeriouſly mind how little you have 
done in the time of your life paſt,and how 
uncapable you will be to do any thing - 
the 


A 


ler, 


f OU, 
IS at 
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the end of time, when you come to take 
vp your lodging in a Grave. O remem- 
ber the days of darkneſs,they will be ma- 
ny, Eccleſ. 1.18. They that have been in 
the grave a thouſand years have done no- 


thing , neither can you when you come 


there. Now for you that have lived 
ſome 20, 30, 40, 50 or 60 years, and done 
nothing in order to a preparation for your 
everlaſting fate, it is high time to begin 
the work. 

The moſt of you are ſo ſenſleſs, as not 
to conlider, or entertain a thought of 


death, till you hear the Bel), or ſee a Grave 


or Cothn, or till death comes within your 
Walls, and knocks at your Beds-head : 
When you ſee a Friend, a Child, a Bro- 


{| ther, a Husband, or Wife, gaſping and 


dying, till you ſee him bedewed with his 
cold {weats, and groaning with dying 
pangs, till your eyes thus affect your 
hearts , your hearts are ſeldom affected 
with the ſenſe of your mortality; Now 


'fith it muſt be done, and done ſuddenly, 


reſolve in ſpight of Men and Devils, and 
all the World, to ſet about the Work. 


Motive 
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+25 
Motive 2. Conſider, It may be done,yoy Gr 


are in a capacity to do it, adored for ever 
he free Grace | 


1», Timeand opportunity is yet before 

you. The Torch burns, the Sun: fhines, 
yet it is day, thongh not morning, ſome 
ſands are behind, though not a whole 
glaſs. Some of you are old, Jame, deaf, 
but not dead; others weak, lick, languilh- 
ing, but alive. If the Sun were fer, the 
Candleout,the Glaſs run, farewel! all hope 


of Heaven, or of altering your condition 


for ever. They that are gone down to 
the dead, and among the damned, may, 
- and do refle& with torment upon the op- 
portunities once offered: to make them 
happy, but can call back none; that is 
impolſible. 


2, God is willing to help, if you goto 
him: Thine is the power,and he gives it to 
them that have no lirength, Iſa. 40, Duty 
is ours, aſſiſtance and ſucceſs is Gods, 
That God who hath given thee a conhi- 
dering ſeaſon, can alſo give a conlidering 
ſoul; go to him upon thy knees, and bey 
as for thy life,his ſpeedy aidz and fay as 
the woman to David, Help, O King, or 
4the Father for his diſtreſſed Son, Mark 

| 9. 22, 


and 
of { 
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9.22, If thoucanſt do any thing,help us. 


+YougChrift did help us 3 it is his promiſe, - Seek 
ever and ye ſhall find. But it cannot be ſaid fo 


fore 
nes, 


T: — ww WW L 


of ſeparated ſouls,becauſe time and means 


from them is gone for ever. 


Then in the Name of the Lord, quit 
your ſelves like men, wiſe men, that are 
induced with precious, rational, confider- 


ing ſouls, that differenceth you from 


| Bruzts 3 let that noble faculty ot reaſon 


beexecuted in conſidering your latter end 
For conſideration is a ſerious, eager, and 
lively a& or exerciſe of the underſtanding 


about things to be done,or not to be done, 


furthering or impeding the execution of 
them as it ſees good. It is the exerciſe of 
the mind and heart; theſe are at work 
in this divine confideration.Contemplation 
(as one obſerves) looks upon things,as the 
eye upon the Object 3 Frdicinm, difſcern- 
eth things whether good or bad 3 but Mc- 
ditation or conſideration is a further in- 
quilition into the truth. Set Confidera- 


; at work, and not like Bruits, ſuffer 


our eyes, cars, luſts, and ſenſes to be your 
guides, but commune with your hearts, 
conlider your ways, reflect vpon your 
aQions, look to your end 3 which if you 


did, you would not be ſo {cnſual, fo 
lintu], 
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Giafal; as you have been, and are, 1/a. 1.3. 


— bwiſcr 


Motive 3. Conlider the omitting or [ 
negleR of it will render you the worlt of 
fools. If the doing of it be your higheſt 
wiſdom, the not doing it muſt needs be þþ. 
_ thegreateſi folly 3 this will make you like þ 
Epbraim, a filly Dove without an heart, 
Do you know that you muſt die, and die 
but once ? And will you not endeavour to 
. do that well, which cannot be done the 
ſecond time ? As Luther (aid to his adver- 
ſaries, Ton can kill me but once, ye are not 
able to raiſe me to life again, and kill me 
the ſecond time . So ſay I tothee, O thou 
 fecureſinner, when thy breath is gone, it 
wil] return no more. 

O conſider with a trembling heart,how 
much depends upon this dying once 
namely, the gaining or loſing of thy dear 
precious Soul, the gaining or lofing the 
favour of God, the fruition of God 3 the 
joys of Heaven or the torments of Hell 
hangs upon it. 

When Death comes, your Eternity is 
calt; the very next moment after vou have 
ſhot the black and amazing gulf, you ſhall 

ſee and know what you ſhall be,and where 
you 


e 
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1 ſhall be to all eternity. And will you 
dge the men of the earth, or worldly 
— wiſe men, the wiſeſt men, who take care 


xthe Body, and negle@& the Soul? that 


p ke proviſion for Time, but none for 
2 ternity ? O Sirs, if you would but trace 


hem to a Sick-bed, a Death-bed, from 
nce into Eternity, and to Gods dread- 
ul Tribunal, you might eaſily determine, 
ft, 17. 11. Luke 12.t9, 20. & 16,22, 
bt}, Rev. 6, 25. 


— 


Motive 4. In a very little time your pre- 
nt, powerful, and awakening helps and 
idvantages to excite, and put you in mind 
fihe other World, will be paſt and gone, 
And theſe are chiefly three,viz. 1. Awake- 

ning Ordinances. 2. Awakening Provi- 
- Idences. 3. Awakening Convictions, 

I. Awakening Ordinances will have an 
end. -The faithful, powerful Minitters of 
the Goſpel, that watch for your Souls,and 
whoſe office it is to fire the Beacons, and 
give the Alarm, will, we know not how 
ſoon, finiſh their work. Theſe Boanergeſes 
and Ambaſſadors of the Lord, that preach 
the dreadful and amazing DoGrine of 
Death and Judgment, and that with loud 
and 
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and carneft cries, tcars, and fervour 9 
ſpirit, to make you ſenſible of your fin and 
dapger, will ſhortly be called home, Ms. 
ſes, thatgreat Prophet, after he had com- 
poſed this excellent Song ( of which my 
Text is a part ) was gathered to his F4- 


thers. Noah, that Preacher of Righteouſ-ſ 


neſs, after he had for many years tope- 
ther warned the old World, was called in: 


to the Ark, and they had never a Sermon 
more till the wrath of God came upon 
them, and there was no remedy, 2 Pet. 2, 
5. Benot therefore as your Fathers unto 
whom the former Prophets have cried, 
ſaying, Turn ye from your evil ways, fur 
they bave not long to cry, The Prophets 
do not live-for ever, Zech. 1.4, 5: You 
cannot rationally expedq always to hear 
the pleaſant noiſe of Aron Bells, or the 
ſound of the Silver Trumpets, the Su1 
will godown over the Prophets 3 there- 
fore while the Watchmen are upon the 
Walls, take warning, and finiſh your 
work while you have the light. O Sirs, 
improve for your eternal adyantage, thoſe 
plain and powerful Sermons which you 


hear and read 3 and lct it not be account- | * 


ed legal Preaching. Who 'were more 
ſevere in their Preaching, than our Lord, 
-T_ 
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- {and his fore-runner ? Whom we ought to 
ang] imitate, otherwiſe we draw the horrible 
| fin of blood-guiltineſs upon our ſouls, 
fzek. 3.18, 19. It js obſerved, that there 
my | are more dreadful DoErines ſcattered up 
Fa.| and down in the New Teftament, than in 
»(.1 the 91d,the powerful application of which | 
we. | 6 very neceſſary both for ſecure ſinners, |: 
in. | and drowſie Saints. Holy David after 
non Þ bis fall, fell into a'deep ſleep, and did not 
pon Wake, until Nathan came and told him | 
. 2 | plainly and particularly of his fin. And | 
nto of the Virgins, we read, while the Bride- 
ied, | groom tarried, they allſlumbred and ſlept, | 
fir Matth. 25, O how many ſleepy ſouls are 
1ers | there in-the World, - and in many Cities, 
on 4 Towns, and Pariſhes iti this Nation, that 
ear | will either living, dying, or after death, 
the | Tadly bewail the not improving the labors 
Sun (of theirfaithful Paſtors ! BEI 
re- 1! 2: Al your awakening Providences, by 
the | which God warns and'calls, will have an 
zur J*end.'** The great and" glorious God for a 
irs, | long time together hath been ſpeaking and 
oe | calling.to us by his Word, and of late 
ou | *years'he hath ſpoken by his dreadful Rod, 
nt- | and that very terribly. The Sword, the 
Dre | Plague, the Fire, the decay of Trade, and 
, otfrex Judgments, are *the Bud voice of 
4 4 an 


_ Tay 

an angry God. Thoſe AMicions-on our 

Families, Relations,Eſtates, Perſons, are in opF 

order to the awakening us oat of ſleep,and gle 
ſo fargur profes, When Manaſſeb was + [© 

mong the thorgs,t and bound with fetters, #9 
and carried into Babylon, he beſought the [01 

Lord,and humbled hirmſclt greatly, 2 Chr, wil 

33-11, 12,13» After Ephraim was chaſti [*! 

ſed; he awaked, turned, and repented, for $0? 

- -Bonids, and Cords of Afﬀlidion: do. open 
the cax to Inſiruction 3 when-he ſheweth 
them their work, and, their tranſgreſſion, 
and commandeth that they turn from ini- I 
quity,; 70b;36+9,:9, IO. Jer. 3T- IS, 9.0: 
Now to haveia deat, ear to the Rod and 

Word, to, þe;-haxdaed, andfeccure, and go Þ® 
on,in-fin under'gwakening and amazing | 

Providences, . is a dreadful Judgment, and JÞ** 
that which ripens men for ruine, 2 Chron, © 
28. 22. Thisis that King Abaz, who in 

.the time : of his diſixeſs, did treſpaſs yet 

-more againſt the-Lord, Fer. 5.3. 

. -3- Your swakening Convictions will have 
an end too;; Thoſe ſecret and powertul 
workings, ſiriyings, and ſiruglings of the”: 
Spirit of, God under the Rod, and in the” 
World will befuſpended. Chriſt will aotþ” 
always be at the door calling knocking, IT. 
and his Spirit that is ſo much grieved andÞ"* 
oppoſed F 
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i Joppoſed, will not always ſtrive and firug- 
4 fe with your Hearts and Conſciences, 
z. (6x 6 3. Now ſinners, if you have any 
rs, $19ve or regard to your immortal Souls, be» 
he fore all theſe helps be» taken away, be 
1, {wiſe to confider,and prepare for your end: 
17. fLeft God ſhould ſpeedily reſolve, and ſay 
or (10you as to the Fews, 1/a. 1.5. Why ſhould 
a (je be ſtricken any more ? Or'as Hoſ. 4. 17. 
<< [Ephraim is joyned to Idols, let him alone. 
- [hey will have their Luſis, and they ſhall 
ave them. As T live, ſaith the Lord, this 
mguity ſpall not be purged till you die. 
Kh nothing will prevail, I am reſolved, 
ith God, they ſhall never hear any a- 


0 mkening, Soul-ſcarching Sermon more, 
ever have a Correction or Convicion 


pre till they go down to Hell. 


—__ 
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Motive 5. Conſider that the earneſt cries, 
err, prayers of unbelievers, when they come 
die, will be in vain, fruitleſs, and wnſuc- 
ff#/. Though you ſpeak in the anguith 
t your ſouls, and complain in the bit- 

meſs of your ſpirits; when your fleſh 


- pon you. ſhall have pain, . and your ſouls 
ind thin you. ſhall mourn, it will be to-no 


wrpoſe. 
ſed pet I 2 You 
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You that will not ſeck God betime 
and make ſupplication to the Almighty ſs, 
that will not pray, while you have time t9 
pray, helps to pray, health to pray, incou- 

ragements to pray, 

Now God invites, you may have au- 
dience, your prayers in a dying hour will 
be but;the expreſſions of your fears and 
terrors,ariling from the ſenſe and nearneh 
of your danger, when there will be but 
Step between your departing ſouls anc 
the State of - Devils : God ſeldom hear; 
from ſome men, unleſs trouble, fickneſ, 
fear, diſtreſs, and anguiſh cometh upoi 
them. - Then pain will make them pray 
and howl upon their beds; and it is b 
howling, not praying, Hof. 7. 14. But wi 
God bear his cry when trouble cometh ui 
him ? faith Job 27.9. No, faith the Lord 
I will not be inquired of by you, Eztek. 20 
.Z+ © Becauſe it cometh from an evil mind 
or ſtinking breath, proceeding from a cor} 
rupt rotten curſed heart, and then it mu 
needs be abominable, Prov. 21. 17. & 15 
$8. 1 will (faith David) waſh mine handii 
 Innoceucy,and then compaſs thine Altar, þ 
if Tregard iniquity in mine beart, the Li 
will not bear my prayer, Pſal.:66.18. 
God would not hear a Davids prayer, 
| m 
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man after Gods own' heart, he will not 
os hear a Devils Prayer, not the Prayer of a 
zhty, Searer, Sabbath-breaker, Drunkard 3 he 
ne tofheareth not ſinners,that like and love their 
cog laſts. No,faith the holy Ghoſt,though they 
ſeek me early,they ſhall not find me. Here 
wy note, that there is a two-fold carly,name- 
will ly, Gods carly, and mans early. God's 
ny arly is in the morning of, our life , in 
NF the time of youth, then God calls and in-, 
ue vites to come, Prov. 1. 24. Eccleſe 12.1, 
a Mans carly is in the evening) or at the end 
ey of life, or when man is nigh unto- Death, 
bd when pain, ſorrow, and anguiſh cometh 
POT upon him. In their affliction they will ſeek 
1 me early, Hoſe 5. ult. When fear cometh 
by as deſolation, and deſtruction cometh as a 
Py whirl- wind, then ſhall they call upon me 
but I will not anſwer, they ſhall ſeek me 
early, but (hall not find me, Prov. 127,28, 
God will fay to all ſuch ſinners, remen* 
ber it, as Iſazc to Abimelech, Gen. 26,27. 
' Wherefore come ye to me,ſecing ye hated m2, 
and ſent me away from you; Or he will 
If fay, as once to the Children of 1/rael that 
'F cried to him in their ſore diſtre(s, Go cry 
| tothe gods that ye bave choſen, let them de- 
'J /iver you in the time of your tribulation as 
for me,I'll not deliver you, Judg.10.14.You 
- have 
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have ſerved the devil,imbraced the world, þ 
fatisfied your lufts, joyned with mine enc-Þ| y; 


mies 3 go to the Devil, go to your Luſts, 
to-your wicked Company, let them deli- 
ver you in your diftreſs : Now Death and 
Devils are come for you, I will not own 
you nor your Prayers, your fouls abhorred 
me, and my ſoul abhors you and your 
Prayers, depart from me, I know you not. 
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Motive 6. 1t is the great comfort of tht 
godly mans life to hope, and know that he 
is fe for Death. Whatever be their lot and 
portion in this World, be aſſured it ſhall 
go well with them in the other World, 
Art thou in a ſtate of Grace, at odds with 
fin, and truly in love with Chriſt and Ho- 
lineſs3 be of good cheer, go thy way, and 
eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy 
Wine-with a merry heart, for the bittcr- 
neſs of Death is paſt. The King of Ter- 
rors that had the power of Death, is con: 
quered by the Lord of Life. Terrible 
Death that rides on the pale Horſe, is diſ- 
mounted by the dear Lord that rides on 
the white Horſe, under whoſe bloody 
Croſs thou maiſt ſee him diſarmed, woun- 
ded,and dead; Death that reigned from 
Adam 


Cne- 


A .. 
Adam to Moſer, is now ſwallowed up in 
victory, Iſa. 15 8. Twill ranſom thee 
fm the power of" the grave; I'will redeem 
hee from Death , O Death, T1 will be tby 
plaguz ; O Grave, I will be thy deſtruGion, 
The believing Soul is dead with Chrilt. 
whiles he lives, Rom. 6.8, And is deli- 
vered, not only from the damnation of 
but the dominion of (in, and there is hope 
ſn his death. When he dieth, he ſhall die 
in the Lord, Rev. 14.13. Heſhall ſleepin 
Jeſus, 1 Theſ, 4.14. His end ſhall be peace, 
Pſal. 37.37. This made the Apoſile,after 
his ſad conflict, Rom. 7. to triumph over 
this laſt enemy Death, 1 Cor. 15.55. 


Motive 7. If you ſhould nt prepare for 
death, yet yon will wiſh you had, (as many 
do when it is too late.) You that are for 
making for the fleſh, and fo eagerly. pur- 
ſuing the world,and the things of it, when 
you thall be caſt on a bed of languithing, 
you will wiſh in the very torment of your 


minds, and flames of horror, O that I 


had parted with my fin ! O- that I had: 
been careful to pleaſe: and honour God, 
and to get an intereſt in Jcſus/ Chriſt! 
Then ſhould I now. have died the death of 

L 4 the. 
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theRighteous 3 but this I wholly ſlighted. 
I proſecuted the World with might and 
main, and got ſo many thouſands for my 
poſterity, and I lived.a merry and, jovial 
life, but for my Soul, for my Eternity, 
things of-infinite worth, Ihave done no- 
thing, I forgot my Soul. Now here is the 
Meflenger of Death come for me, to im- 
priſon my body in the Grave, the Cham- 
bers of Darknels, and to carry: my Soul [ 
know not whither, I fear to Hell. O that 
T had been wiſe to underftand this ! To con- 
ſider my latter end. What would I now 
give to live a few years more, to make 
provition for this Soul, that..muſt now 
enter the gult of endlcfs etergity ? 


Motive $, Conſider, the gain wil. be ex- 
ceeding great. As willappear by theſe fol- 
lowing particulars. . 

1: Would you hate (in as Hell, and be 
more truly holy, Conſider your latter end, 
This is moſt certain, that all the Antece- 
dents;and dreadful couſcquenccs of dcath, 
ſpring and grow out of this bitter root, 
What'is it that wou; ds, ſtings, pains, and 
kills ? What isit that brings difeaſes, and 
threatens death ? that murd<rs the wh 
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and*chat damns and burns the Soul? what 
isit that doth neceſſitate thee to make uſe 
of Phyfick and Phyſicians whilſt alive ? 
and bringeth thee to a Cothn or Grave 
when thou art dead ? Is it not fin which 
thou imbraceſt in thy boſom ? 

You poor, blind, deluded fouls, as little 
and as lovely as fin looks in your wanton 
eyes, it is the Mother and Nurſe of all 
your miſcries, hatch'd in Hell, the Devils 
fawn or excrement. He that comminteth 


© fin'is of the Devil, 1 Joh. 3.8. This is that 


evil thing and bitter, that hales Death 
and Hell at the heels of it; Yea that 
arms Dcath, Devils, and Hell againtt 'us, 
Were it not for this black,ug]y, tierce, crui- 
&, and bloody Adverſary, Law or }.iftice 
could not condemn us, Veath could not 
kill us,” Devils could not torment us, Helt 
could not burn us. 

Sin is the Traitor and Murderer of your 
immortal Souls, and thoſe nails that wilt 
ſhortly dig your Graves: And will you 
hug, hide, and hold it faft * Will a Wo- 
man: put a knite .jn her -bofom, "that 
hath killed or [murdered her dear: Child 
or Huzband ?' Nog by no'mearis,” it mult 
be broken and calt away for ever. - Now 
Sirs; if Sin be the Enemy, uſe it as an' 
Q- 1 I 5 Ere- 
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- Enemy or Murderer, kill it, take the (a- 
crificing knife and cut the throat of it, or 
firike the heart-vein, and let it bleed un- 
ti 1 it dies. Deal by it, as Samuel by Agay, |. 
cut it in pieces. Did you think ſeriouſly 
of Death and Hell, you would hate it to 
purpoſe, and ſay, away to Hell with it, | 
from whence it came 3 and it would put 
you upon a defire and earneſt endeavour 
after Holineſs : being expoſed to a diſſo- 
lution, 'what manner of Perſons ought ye 
to be in all holy Converſation and godli- 
neſs, 2 Pet. 3. 11. But if you forget death 
you will make dreadful work, namely, 
your accounts greater,and hell thehotter 
you will increale your fin, and God will 
heap up wrath againſt the day of wrath. 
And it ever God ſhew mercy, it will colt 
you dear your, Souls muſt mourn, your 
hearts muſt break and bleed for fin for 
unleſs you repent, you will certainly be 
damned, Luke 13. 5. 


. . 2- Would you ſpeedily call off your 
- kearts from the World, and lay up a trea- 


ſurcin Heaven, Remember your latter end. 
In the greateſi affluence of Worldly Peo- 


ſperity, always confider that you mult 
IE. 


Poor 


- more-in your thoughts, you would let go | 


| hold in-your poſſtfſhon, and love that but 


gown to Hell, :, The rich pan dicd, ,and | 
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' Poor Worldlings |. that make” Gold! | 


your hope, whoſe plottings and ploddings 
are for earth. If Death and Eternity were 


that in your affections, which you cannot 


a little that will be loſt, and which you 
cannpt;love long 3 Riches have wings,and 
they will be goge, Conlider how little the 
things of the World will ſtand. you in 
ſtead in the evil day, your gold and filver 
cannot keep you from Diſeaſes while you 
live nor.from Hell after you' are dead, 
Prov. 11-3: Pſal. 49. 6, 7. 

It falleth-out with many of the great 
ſtorers of the World, as it doth with a: 
Surrpter-horſe, who all the day carrieth 
a grcat : Treaſure upon his back - but at 
night it is taken from him, and he thruſt 
into'a.foul;$table.So many wealthy world= 
lings that tire, themſelves to get and carry 
Worldly Treaſure, when Death cometh, 
it is taken from them, and they for their 
ill-gettiog, or ill-ating of jc, are . thruſt 


in Hell litepp, his cyES. 

And if! you would deaden your hearts. 
to-thisempty earth, and look atter a trea= 
ſure a20Ve, 4 hap pincls beyond the (ron. 
tnat 
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that ſhalllaſt as long as your 'Souls' ſhall 
laſt, think often of death, this would di- 


vert your worldly cares and projects. 

| Remember from this ' day to your laſt 
day cannot be long, your - Journey or 
Voyage is ſhort, anda little provition-is 
enough, neither Poverty nor Riches, but 
food convenient is the | defire and choice 
of a Citizen of Sion. Converſe more with 
Death,and be often looking into Eternity, 
- and thou mayelt hear ( as it were ) a voice 
ſpeaking to thee, as God to Barack, Jer, 
45+ 4, 5. I will break down, and pluck up, 
and ſcekeſt thou great things, ſeek, them not, 
Death is the great Leveller that will make 
all equal, and you that graſp the' World 
moſt greedily, will find it but vanity; for 
all'is vanity, is the language of experience 
'Feeleſe 1.2. 1 Fob. 2, 17. 

- When Samnxel was to anoint Saul, he 
brought or direed him to Rachels Se- 
pulchre, and to this end (as is ſuppoſed) 
namely, to {uppreſs or prevent haughty, 
-proud thoughts, that might ariſe trom 
'that new and great preferment.' And it 
the ſuppoſition be true, itis as if he had 
{ipoken'thus,* Sau}, God hath highly ho- 
noured you, and anointyou King But 
remember, here Hes the dul of that bios 
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tful' Rachel; and though you are now 
King'in 1/rael, yet muſt you be as Rachel, 
viz. laid in a Grave or Sepulchre, the 
thoughts of which is a very mortifying 
Meditation. You that have the waters of 
a full Cup, that wallow in wealth and 
ſwim in worldly glory, to wean you from 
the World (that your hearts may not be 
turned into Earth, and buried before you 
are buried) keep freſh in your thoughts 
Death and Eternity, Fob 14. 14- 

3. Would you be deeply fenlible of the 
fd and doleful condition of unbelievers 
when they come to die ? think fſerioully 
of- your latter end. What will you do in 
the hour of diſtreſs: when God ſhall call 
tor your breath,change your countenance, 
and require your ſouls, it you have 
tmade no ' preparation for - Death and 
Jud2ment'? 

Poor Souls ! I would pity you with my 
very heart, to think how ignorant you are 
of your- great concernments3 you eat, 
drink,'ſtee p, buy, ſell, and get-gain, bur 
flight your ſouls,” and do not conlider of' 
theevil day. | CG " 
- Woe be unto him that is alone, that is 
alone in Life, -and alor-2 in Death, that 


hath no Chriſt to befricad him, or my 
Y 
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by him-in that woful day, that cometh to 
lie down on his death-bead without peace 
or pardon, whoſhall go into a Grave,and 
ſtand before the Bar without an Advocate 
to plead for him. 

It is moſt probable, you may have dif- 
ferent apprehenlions of your ſelves and 
others in your dying hour, for the nearer 
the, Object, the clearer the light 3 O tin« 

'ners! when the door of Eternity begins 
to open (as uſually it doth to men dying) 
you wili have other thoughts of your 
felves and other men. Here 'yog ruffle it 
out, thinking your felves above, and bet- 
ter than others, behold great Babel, ſaid 
that proud perſon in his Princely Pa- 
lace 3 but when pale death appears , it 
will pull down thoſe Peacocks Feathers, 
and cauſe theix, Creſts to fall. Now the 
World ſhines and ſparkles in your eyes, 
which makes you judge and think, that 

nothing but Riches, Honour, and Great- 
neſs can make you happy; then it will ap- 
pear (the Paint being off ) to be an emp- 
ty nothing. As for the pure. in heart, 
whomourn for ſin, and mind their $ouls 
above the World, ate ſedrned, jecred, ha- 


ted, being looked upon as a company of 


poor, pentive,ſneaking, befotted foo's, wil 
then 
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then be adjudged the beſt, wifctt, and hap 

;eſt men on earth. Now tin is excuſed, 
and called a light and little thing, or trick 
of youth 3 but then it will have a black 
and dreadful face, and feel more heavy 
than lead, taſte more bitter than Death 
it ſelf. 

Now the Damned and Curſed Crue are 
your brave boon Companions and: boſom 
friends 3 but when you are come to your 
dying groans, and cold ſweats, away with 
Pew, their fight is terrible. But know 
that you who have been companions in 
ſin, mult be companions in ſufferings,and 
lye down together in everlaſting chains 
and flames 3 you (hall be fettered and 
bound together, and never part any more 
for ever. 

Now an intereſt in Chriſt, and a life of 
Holineſs is little valued, and every baſe 
luſt and trifle preferred : then a World, a 
World for Chritt. Forty thouſand pound 
for a good Conſcience, cricd out a wick- 
ed wealthy Worldling, when dying, and 
paſling into Eternity. 

4. Would you expedite your Repent- 
ance? try your ſtate; and make allready 
for the other World; think upon this 
lat enemy, the King of Terrors, that will 
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ere long terminate-your days, and then 
all your opportunities will be gone for e- 
ver. 


If the thoughts of death, eſpecially the / 


ſecond death,did but influence your hearts 
and penetrate upon your conſciences, you 
would ealily be perſwaded to calt away 
your tins; namely, to cut off a right 
hand, or pluck out a right eye, and to 
rent your hearts, to fit alone, to mourn 
in ſecret, to afflit your ſouls, and to put 
* your mouths in the dulſt,if ſo be there may 
be hope, Lam. 28. 29. | We fee | that 
men -in a journey, it they. think they 
have day enough, they are ſlack, and flow 
enough, but it they ſee but a little tine, 
they will make ſpeed. If a man muſt do 
the work of a whole day in half a day, 
he will make haſte : Repentance is not 
a work for a day, though a daily. work, 
our whole life is little enough to compleat 
and perfect it. As long as we tin, we 
maſt. mourn 3 while we provoke the 
Judge, we muſt plead guilty, and ſuc 
out our Pardon with Ropes about our 
Necks, and {miting on our. breaſts. (and 
if-it might be): with tcars of Blood. And 
the great things of Death and Judgement 
will prepare and prompt you to do it 
ſ{ad- 
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ſuddenly; for when the day is gone, the 
night comes,and the Grave and Hell have 
ſhut their mouths vpon you, what can be 


I done, Ecclefe 9. 10. 


5- Would you pray more fervently, 
more frequently than ever you have done? 
remember you muſt die. 

The monuments and Statues of the 
dead (as one notes) are made in a praying 
polture, viz. kneeling,and with hands litt- 
&d up to heaven ( as if the remembrance 
of them now dead ) ſhould teach us our 
duty, what we mult do whilſt living. One 
that was wont to pray often in a day, be- 
ing asked why he ſpent ſo much time jn 
Prayer? gave no other anſwer but this, 
I muſt die, I muſt die. An awakening ap» 
prehenhtion of a mans entrance upon an 
endleſs ſtate, and a ſpcedy approach be- 
fore the Holy God, will make him pray, 
and that importunately., If there be in the 
Family, a Husband, Wife, or Child near 
unto Death, almolt every one that cometh 
about the bed will be lifting up hands, 
and putting up. Prayers, and then you 
cry out, ſend ſpeedily for ſome ſober ſert- 
ous Miniſter, or ſome ſolid, ſavoury, 
praying Chriſtian, to commend his ſad 
caſe to God, The young man _——_ 
y 
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ly -fuffered for Murder, who came into 
Newgate as ignorant of God, as the Horle 
or the Mule 3 and ſenſſeſs of his foul as 
a ſtock or ſtone, was by the acceis and 
application of Miniſters to him, con- 
vinced of his deſperate caſe, and through 
the grace and bleſſing of God upon his 
appointed means,heſcemed fo deeply fen- 
lible of the dreadtul hazard of his preci- 
ous Soul, that he did with fo much bro- 
kenneſs of heart, confeſs his lins, pray, 
and plead with God in Chriſt for pardon, 
even to the wonder and amazement of 
thoſe Miniſters and Chriftians who were 
preſent. And being asked how often he 
prayed, anſwered five or fix time in a 


day 3 and it was with ſuch meltipgs, and - 


multitudes of tears,that did moye the very 
bowels of the Auditors (and as they (aid) 
turned them into tears. Thus you fee 
how a powerful conviction of Death and 
Judgment may prevail upon the heart, 
to make them cry to God, that never 
prayed before. As for you that can lie 
down at night, riſe up in the morning, 
and go about the World without ſecret 
or Family Prayer: I muſt tell you that you 
have but flight, if any thoughts of death. | 
and eternity, and no ſenſe of, or regard 
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of your everlaſting condition, which is 2 
fad ſymptom of a Chrifileſs Rate. 
6, Would you do good to others, to 
their bodies and to their ſouls, confider 


-you muſt die, for after Death you will be 


utterly incapacitated of doing any thing. 
The wiſe man ſpeaking of the ſeaſon of 
doing, and of the vicifſitudes of Mans 
Lite, namely, that there is a time to be 
born, anda time to dic : and the having 
obſerved the iſſues and changes of Provi- 
dence that hath made every thing beautt- 
ful in its ſeaſon,concludes that it is beſt for 
a man to do good in his life, Fecleſ. 3. 12, 
Ars you have therefore opportunity (ſaith the 
Apoſtle) let us do good to all men, Gal. 6. 
10. When it is in the power of thine hand 
to do it, Prov. 3.27. Sirs, the real thoughts 
of death will prompt you to give a porti- 
on to fix and alſo to ſeven, and that in 
ſeaſon 3 for when death comes, all is gone, 
then it is no more in the power of thine 
hand to do it. 

Did you now believe and conſider that 
you mult die, and give an account to 
God, the great Land-lord and Doner of 
all your good things (great Receipts, ha- 
ving great Accounts) you would not con- 


trac your hearts, and ſhut up your bow- 
els 
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els againſt thoſe \many miſerable objects, 
who are (o often irt your view. 

Now, that you may be like ſheep, and 
not like ſwine, be good in your life 3 and 
Jet your as of mercy be diſtributed in 
the morning, the fitteſi ſeaſon to low this 
ſeed : therefore ſpeedily draw out thy 
foul to the hungry, before death ſcparatc 
thy ſoul and body; for with ſuch Sacri- 
fices God is well pleaſed, Iſa. 10. Heb.;, 
I 4 

7. Would you get and keep lincerity, 
( a precious Pearl indeed ) think often ot 
Death and Judgment, Then it will be 
tryed, then it will land you in ſtead, 
Sincerity (the Scripture perteQion) is the 
beſt of a Chriſtian, the Grace of every 
Grace for Faith unfeigned, and Love in 
{incerity, are the very Nerves and Sinews 
of Chriſtianity. 

The next beſt to the precious blood and 
righteouſneſs of our glorious.Redeemer, 
(to plcad for us at the hour of death, 
and in the Court of Heaven ) is truth in 
the inward parts, 7/2.38.3.To be a mourn- 
erin Sion, is matter of ſolace and rcal 
comfort, but to be a ſinner in Sion is ſad, 
and will be matter of torment. A Fuds 


among the Apoſiles, a Devil in a Samue!s 
Mantle, 
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"Mantle, is a Devil indeed. The ſinners 


ia Sion are afraid, and cauſe enough; for to 
live and die a hypocrite, is moſt dreadful, 
becauſe hypocrifie will certainly bring 
you down to Hell, yea, the hotteſt place of 
that devouring fire, and everlaſting burn- 
ing ſhall bethe hypocrites portion, 1/9.33, 
14. Mat. 24.51. | 

- 8, Laſtly, would you redeem your time 
and be grecdy of getting Grace in the day 
of Grace, for the preſent, ſpiritual, and 
eternal Salvation of Souls; think ſeriouſly 
of your end. 

You ſleepy ſecure Souls! Did you con- 
ſider, that the night of death'will come 
certainly, and may come ſuddenly, you 
would work while it is day; and not be fo 
mad as to put of believing,repenting, and 
ſoul-affliting work), ſelf-trying, and ap- 


. -proving work, untill-the day of old age, 
a fick-bed, or dying pangs ſeize upon ' 


you. Conlider, a death-bed 'repentatice is 
{ſeldom had, and ſeldom good, or a fick- 
bed repentance is ſeldom found, - but of- 


_tena fick repentance. Now if you would 


-imitate your Lord, to work while it i; 
day, remember you muſt die, Joh. 9. 4. 


Directions 


ng 


Directions and Helps to. confider 


your latter end. 


DireG, 1. Search diligently to find out 
what it is that keeps you, and the ſerious 
thoughts of death and eternity, at ſo great a 
diſtance, and cry mightily to God, ſpeedily 
#0 remove it : If it be cither Ignorance, A- 
theiſm, ; Unbelief, Scenſuality, Earthly- 
mindedae(s,or Security, he deeply ſenfible 
of it, . and (et Prayer to work, pour out 
thy very ſoul to God with the greateſt ter- 
vorand-itnportunity. Say as Moſes, Who 
knoweth the power of thine Anger f Even 
according, 'to'thy fear-is thy wraxh. So 
teach ws to number owr days, that we may 
apply our hearts unto wiſdom, Pal. 90.11, 
12, 'Sirs, it is Spiritual wiſdom will cauſe 
you toconſider, then cry after knowledge, 
and lift up thy voice for underfignding, 
Prove 2+ 3,4: For ſhe js thy life, Prov. 4. 
13s - It is as much as thy life and-ſoul is 

worth. ' Then enter into thy Cloſet, and 
fall on thy knees, and pray to God, inthe 
Name Of. Chriſt, for ſpizityal Wiſdom: 
we muſt ſeek it, Ezck. 36. 37. And God 
willgiveit, Fam. 1.5. Beg more than 
for thy life, for a truly wiſe ard awakened 
heart, 
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heart, without which, the great concerns 
of God and thine immortal Soul be for e- 
Ver AIP 


CY COTE 
_—Aw— —— 


Direfi. 2. Diligently and aichfully uſe, 
and improve the moſt awakening means, 
which have a tendency hereunto. © 
.. 1.Set your ſelves under a powerful, faith- 
ful,: and ſoul-ſearching Miniſtry who make 
the canverſion of Souls their main buſineſs, 
A lazy ſecure Miniſter is not. like to a- 
waken a ſecure ſinner, the Conviction and 
Converfion of Souls is not the. mark they 
ſhoot at. Reſolve to hear, love, counte- 
nance, and incourage-thole hat grapple 
moli-witly the Conſcience, and earnciily 
indeavour to drive and ; bd Souls to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, by ſetting the bleſſing-and- the 
curſe, life and death beforg them. Con- 
vidtion leads the way to Converlion,as the 
needle of the thred: What 'is a Plaiſker 
' worth where there is no wound? It is 
| the broken bones cry out for help, the 
Whole need not the Phylician : General, 
overly Preaching is like the ſword in the 
ſcabbard,that doth not cut nor wound 3 or 
like Phylick in the bottle, that doth not 


-Penetrate or work'z but plain, particular, 
convincing 
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convincing Preaching ( ſuch as Nathan 
to David, or Peters to the Jews, 2 Sam. 2, 
7. Ads 2.36.) is like the Sword in the 
Bowels or Phyſick in the Body, that will 
pain to purpoſe. Thoſe Preachers that 
have no faculty of reproving and convin- 
cing ſcaire tinners, are like a company 
of Drone'Bees, that have lolt their ſting, 
being good for nothing. | But they that 
have the charge of ſo many Golden Flee- 
ces, ſhould ſever the Wheat from' the 
Chaff, the Sheep from the Goats, the 
precious from the vile; and in fo doing 
we ſhall be as Gods mouth, and free from 
the blood of all men. 

O then, let this dreadful and amazing 

Doctrine of Death and Judgement be 
more frequently and effeftually Preached, 
that ſouls in peril near run, may ſee their 
fin and danger, and flie to Chriſt as the 
-only refuge: *knowing the terror of God, 
we perſwade men, '2 Cor. 5. 11. Matth, 
3s To 
2. Converſe with the beſt Chriſtians,iz, 
them that are grave, ſober, ſolid, ſavoury, 
and found in the Faith : Such as make 
Religion their great buſineſs, who love to 


ſpeak of God, and of the World to come, | 


and by whoſe Counſet and Example you 
| may 
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may. be ſtirred up, and perſwaded to Re- 


pentance and holineſs, - to -conlider" of 
Death-and-Judgment: - Theſe were: Da- 
vids excellent ones, in whom he did de- 
light, and* make his: conipanions, Pſad, 
3-6 119. 36. 

3. Read the beſt Books, and thoſe that 
treat of Death and Judgment, but eſpe- 
cially the word of God. There are the 
pure Cryſtal Streams and richeſt Mines 3 
In this field you will find the Pearl, Let 
the word of God dwell in you richly, be not 
ignorant of any part of it, but. be ſure to 
acquaint thy ſelf with thoſe Scriptures 
that ſpeak of the ſhortneſs of Life, the 
certainty. of Death and Judgment, Heaven 
and Hell: Read the Book of Fob, and 
the twelfth Chapter of Eccleſiaſtes, Pſal. 
39. Pſ2l. go. And let medefire you tobe. 
often urging upon your hearts ſome of 
thoſe Scriptures that ſet forth. the dread- 
fulne(s of that place of torment, that will 
be the portion of all that forget God 
and make no proviſion for their precious 
fouls : Some tew I have here ſet down, 
which I defire you would all conſider and. 
apply. Upon the wicked be ſhall rain fire 
and brimſione, and a horrible tempeſt ; this 
feall be the portion of their Cup, Pal. 11.6. 

| K 0 
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Wo be nm the Wicked, it ſhall go ill with 
them, Iſa. 3- 10. He ſhall caſt them in- 
#0.4 frernace of fire ;, there ſhall be weeping, 
wailing, and gnaſhing of teeth, Mat. 13. 
42. Iſa. 33-14. & 66, 15. Mat. 25. 41. 
Luk. 16. 25, 26.2 Thel. 1.8, 9. Rey. 6, 
S, 14,16. 


* ——_—_ _ 
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. Direti, 3. Make Conſcienc of ſetting 
apart a little time every day on purpoſe 
to think on your latter end. Do it {6 
frequently, untill Death and you become 
familiar 3 cver and anon pat thy ſelf into 
a poſture of dying converſe with thy 
winding ſheet, Cofhin, Grave; let thy 
great change be ſo upon thy heart, that 
thou maiſft every morning , or evening 
walk a turn or two with Death: Re- 
member how ever it be with thee now, ,, 
thou mult ere long be gaſping and groan-| ,1 
ing for breath upon thy dying bed, and] ,; 
grapple with the King of Terrors, andf 
and in a moment go down to the Grave, 
and ſhalt come up no- more, Fob 10.| jp, 
Bo i... 
If thou would affeRt thy heart with p 
thoughts of thy latter end, | £0 down. tol 
Golgaths and think upon thoſe dry houch " 
Fog an 
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and putrefied bodies, and there revive the 


memory of your departed Relations, Hus- 
bands, Wives, Children, Friends, Neigh- 
bours, and look beyond the Chambers of 
the Grave, converſe with thoſe miſerable 
departed Souls, give the Priſoners of the 
pit a viſit. Meditate on the raging furious 
flames, that diſmal darkneſs, ſmoke and 
ſtink of the bottomleſs pit, the ſcricking 
of the damned, and roaring of the De- 
vils, the heart-picrcing complaints for wa« 
ter to cool their ſcorching tongues. And 
when thou doſt think upon thoſe Milli= 
ons of ſouls that are hanging up in Hell, 
refle& upon thy ſelf, and expe thy turn 
ſpeedily. Suppoſe every day thy laſt, eve- 
ry meal thy laſt, every journey thy laft, 
every duty, Sacrament, Sermon, thy laft. 
And when the Lords day cometh, think 
with thy ſelf, this will be the laſt ſpiritu- 
al Market that I ſhall have to buy the ſpi- 
ritual Oyl of Grace, and to provide for 
the Bridegrooms coming 3 after this day 
is ended, I may never more hear the 
Lord Jeſus ſpeak to me by the mouths of 
his faithful Miniſters, Rever be invited -to 
come to Chriſt, or to betieve, repent, part 


with ſin and accept of a pardon more 


and ſo demean thy felf every day; and in 
K 2 ceyery 
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Every duty as it thou ſhould*l be called 
t Gods Bar, and giye up thine account 
I night. [In all thy thoughts; words, 
and aQtions, ſay to thy ſelf, would I do 
thus and thus, vis.. would I cat, drink, 
ſleep, converſe, buy, fell, preach, hear, pray, 
or. worſe, if I certainly knew this day 
would be my laſt. O let that Motto, Me- 
mento Morzs,' which ſome carry in their 
Rings» be engravenoon your hearts, it be- 
ing the great concernment of our lives. 
"This is- that which Gods people, and 
ſome of the Heathen too» have been carc- 
ful to remember. King 4ſa made his Se- 
pulchre' in his lifetime, 2 Chron. 16. 14. 
and ſome in their,Gardens, and places of 
ſolace and delight, as Foſeph of Arimathea, 
Fobn 19.41. And ſome of the heathen 
were wont to walk among the Graves, to 
put them in mind of Death 3 ſome have 
bad their Graves always before thcir 
Gates, others-dead mens skuls preſented 
every day at their Tables; and ſhall we 
that_believe the Doatrrine of the other | 
World, put off the ſerious thoughts of 
Death ? Solomon adviſeth us to go to the 
houſe of mourning, telling us it is better, 
becauſe the living will lay it to heart. 
When you hear the tidings of the death of 
| Ol | your 
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your Friends, Relations, or Neighbours 
go thither, though not perſonally, yet 


contemplatively, in your minds and ' 


thoughts, go, and put your ielves in 
their ſtead. And think thus, a living 
Man or Woman is become a dead Corps, 


or cold clay, the foul is gone to its ever= | 


laſting habitation z but to what place, 
whether to be comforted or tormented, 
who can tell? If he were a Godly man, 
he is certainly gone to Heaven 3 it thou 
art ſuch a one, thy ſoul will ſhortly be with 
him 3 but if an ungodly manshe is certain= 


ly gone to Hell, and now among Devils: | 
And if thou art ſuch an one, thou ſhalt 


er'e long be there too. *Tis true, . the 
dead can have no thoughts of the living, 
bat the living ( faith Solomon ) know 


that they mult dic. And you that are | 


young» when you hear of the death of a 
lively luſty young man, or lovely beau- 


tiful young woman, ſtop, refle, and con» : 
{1der, may not this be thy caſe, O man, wo- | 
man, or child, in a very little ſpace ? I ſhall 
ſay no more by way of direction, only de- | 
fire you to review the particulars before | 
mentioned, and you that are Parents and | 
Mafiers of Families, who make conſcience | 

looking to the ſouls of thoſe commit- | 


K 3 ted 
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[ted your charge, may cauſe your. Chil- 


particulars I here ſet down. 


i- Thatit is moſt  -- will oe, 
2. Alt our latter end all things "in this 
World will be gone for ever. 
' 3+ All the pleaſures of fin will be gone, 
and leave.notbing but a ſting. . 
4+ That only which is ezernal will ſtand 
i iu ftead. " 5I60e. 
5- Conſider which of the two Etgynities 
.are ,you going towards, 
6. We are all near our everlaſting ha- 
ditation © * - 
7. Ton know not bow ſuddenly, or un- 
expeted your end may he. * 
8, When death comes, your ſouls are 
flated, your eternity is caſt, 
9: *Tis a dreadful and amazing fight, 
#0. ſee 4 Chriſtleſs ſoul breathing out bis 


4. Uſe May be of comfort to the poor 
people of God, who, through fear of 
death, are all their life time fubje& to 

e. Let not your hearts be trou- 
Uled, fear not, neither be terrified becauſe 


-- 


dren and Servants to learn-by heart the. 


of 


— 


Il- 
he. | ; 
 # this, thatdeath as terrible as it is to the 
, wicked , cannot hurt you. - The day of 


-will be gain to the Godly man, vis. an | 


: thefiery darts, and dreadful Temptations: | 


. fountain of Corruption will be perfe&ly | 


- vain thoughts, or hard hearts any more: 
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of this King of fears : But chear up your 
irits, and comfort up your hearts with: 


'our death will be better than the day of 
Ac birth, and therefore death is put into 
the Believers Inventory, and reckoned a- | 
\mongſt his priviledges, 1 Cor. 3.22. Death. * 


out-let-to all his preſent miſery,and an in- 
let to endleſs Glory. Then the truly pe- 
niteng; perplexed, wearied ſoul ſhall be 
perfeQqly free from the power of Satan, 


of that: anclean ſpirit» Then the old: ' 
Serpent for ever will be under their feet. ' 
Then the body of death ſhall be put off, | 
and the in-dwelling of (in, that naturah | 


dryed up. - You ſhall never complain of 


Never doubt of the trath of Grace, or 
favour of God more: The Believer ſhall 
then þe with Jeſus Chriſt, the day of his 
diſſolution will be the day of his Corona- 
tion, he ſhall then receive the Crown, 
fit down on the Throne, and enter into 
his Maſters joy, which is fulneſs of joy 
and pleaſures for evermore.. 

K 4 Object 
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ObjeQ. I ſometimes think of Death,but 
the nar of Death and Judgment are ve 
ry terrible, T fear T am not fi to die. How 
ſhall it be knows ; ? 


 & Anſw, Thereis an habitual fitneſs for 
- death, an aQual fitneſs for death, Every 
graciouſly upright Man'or Woman in the 
World, that fears God -in Truth,. is ha- 
bicually fit to die, ſo prepared for his great 
change, that the ſling of Death or ſecond 
death ſhall not hurt him, having paſt the 
«{trait gatc, ſhot the gulf, he is out of dan- 
ger. As ſoon asa man is in a fiate of 
Grace, 'born again, made a new creature, 

and by Faith united'unto the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt 3 God is reconciled, his perſon j Ju- 
. Kifted, his fins pardoned, and recorded in 
xthe Court of Heaven, though his pardon 
>-is not-brought | down, tranſcribed and 
' fealed in:the Court of his own Conlſci- 
ence. The truly converted foul is Gods 
ſpecial Fayourite, and ſhall lodge in his 
boſome, and never moragþe out of his'ra- 

vour: 'tis true, Heaven may be out of 
fight, God may frown, but will never.con- 
demn, There is now uo condemnation to 
#bem that are in Chriſt, Rom. 8. 1. If azy 


man 
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© | | of 
man fin, we have an advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Feſus Chriſt the Righteous, 1 Joh. 2.1. 
Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
Gods Elea? it is God that juſtifieth, -it is 
Chriſt that died, Rom. 8. 33, 34. 


Queſt. When is the Godly Man afinally 
prepared for death ? 


Anſw. When his Spiritual eftate is well 
ſetled, viz. all made ſure between God 
and his ſoul particularly. 


x Whena man is truly conſcious to 
himſelf that he hath fincercly, and with 
much brokenneſs of heart repented of a} 
his known fins committed before, or after 
converhon, ſo that there is no freſh or for- 
mer guilt remaining on him. This Godly 
forrow is the Godly mans pleaſure, he de- 
lights to be ſowing in tears, loves with his 
ſoula wet feed-time; for they that ſow in 
rears ſhall reap a harvelt of Joy, which is 
a time of refre(hing from the preſence of 
God ; compare P/al. 126, 5,6, and AGs 


2, When (in is not ſo great aburdgn, - 
that he is weary of this body of death- 
R 5 and 
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© _and willing the infe&ed houſe ſhould be 
pulled down, that the Leprolie might be 
cured,that ſo he might never ſin or offend 
his Father more. The ſerious thoughts 
and ſenſe of which is a heavy burden, and 
matter of grict that makes him groan and 


”, complain. We in this Tabernacle groan 


- being burdened : And O how bitterly did 
St. Paul complain, Rom. 7.2 4.0 wretched 
man that I am who ſhall deliver me from the 
body of this death ? He had been in deaths 
often for the ſake of his dear Lord, but 
this death, his body of fin, troubled him 
more than any : It was fo great a burden 
to holy David, that he felt it in his very 
bones, Pſal, 38. 3. 


3-. The Godly man is fit to die» when 
' the work of Grace is perfe&ed, and his 
Generation-work ended. When the be- 
lieving Soul hath his Veſſel full of Oyl,and 
the Wedding Garment of the Glorious 
' Righteouſneſs of Chriſt about him, then 
he is a Veſſel of Honour prepared unto 
Glory, Rom, g. 23. wrought for the (elt- 
fame thing, 2 Cor. 4-5. and made meet, 

.or fit for the inheritance of the Saints in 
+ light, Col. 1.12. The ſhip that is laden 

ex {raughted, is fit to put to Sea, and + 

i 
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down in a Grave, toriſe again, and and Þ 

E before God whois a conſuming fire? Do *' 
you know your. ſelves in a ſtate of Grace, 
> that you are new born, that your eviden- 
ces for Heaven are clear and certain ? Is 
your work done? Do your Lamps burn ? 
and have you a well-grounded affurance 

that you are in the number of thoſe to # 
- whom Death will be a priviledge ? Pb, 


F'To 2To 
Der. 6. 


Can you chearfully, and without dread 
entertain the thoughts of a diffolution, 
and of leaving all your carthly and ſenfu- ' 

* aldelights?. Suppoſe the dreadful Judge 

' ſhould at this inſtant ſend Death into this 
place, with the names of hve or fix of | 
you in his writ or forchead, and Death * 
ſhould ſay, You, and you, this man and 
that woman, mult go along with me. 

I have received a command from the 
great and terrible God ( who hath the 
power of Death and Hell) to bring 
you young man, young woman, this day | 
or night before the Judgment Seat. 1 
have often warned you by ſending my 

- Deputies, and that this ten, twenty, or ' 
forty years z every Cothn, every dead | 
Corps. | 
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Corps, or Grave you have ſeenz- was fo 
. * many intimations of my coming. . Now 
( faith death ) T am-comelook here upon 
my Commiſſion, ſee my Dart and my 
Sting. This dart muſt kill thy Body and 
ſend thy Soul into Eternity. I command 
- «thee this moment to bid adieu, to take 
thy leave of Friends, Relations, | Houſes, 
Lands, Flcaſures of fin,once forall. Thou 
ſhalt never ſee or injoy them more, Luke . 
12.19, 20. O howcan you think of your 
dying, the Worlds burning, the Trumpets 
ſounding, the Deads riting, and Banding 
at the Bar, and not fear and tremble ? 
You Sons and Daughters of Pleaſure ! 
Did you confider what horror and aſto- 
niſhment doggs you at the heels, which 
will inevitably come upor you as travel 
on a woman with Child, you would not 

ſay unto God, depart, and. treaſure up 
- wrath, lay up ſcourges and ſcorpions for 


your diſtreſſed fouls agiinlt the laſt day. 
Der. 7. 


}, Let us ask.you that-paſs for Saints,and 
ope for Heaven, whether your conſci- 
nces in ſecret do not tell you that you 
made but -poor preparations for it; 

| h yea, 
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rea; it may be you have done lefs for hea- 
en than many that are'now.inhell? . 

You fay you: myſk,die , andicome to 
pdgement : But how ſtands the caſe as 
to the other Woxld ? It you look down- 
ward to this World, it is well, but how is 
it within with your precious ſouls? do.you . 
believe that Atheiſts, Unbelievers, Drunk- 
ards;Swearers, Murderers, Thieves, Perſer 


. $cutors, Lyars, S4bbath-breakers, Adul- 


—T 


terers, Worldlings, ate going (wiftly to 
Hell ? Do you belicve that Chriſt's Flock 
is little, and not fear your ſelves ? Do you 
think that Eſau, Fudas, Abab, Agrippa,”* 
Herod, Simon Magus, the fooliſh Virgins are 
ip hell, and:yetcontident of your going to 
heaven ? Theſe have out-dohe many of 
you. Eſau wept and cried for the bleſſing, 
Heb.12.17. Ahab humbled himſelf, 1 King 
21. 29. Herod did many things, and beard 
John joyfully, Mark 6:20. Agrippa was, al- 
moſt a Chrijtian, As 26. 28, The Scribe 
was not far from the Kingdom of God, Mark 
12.34. The fooliſh Virgins were not pro» 


| Phane, they took care to trim their 


Lamps, and knocked at the door. Now 
what-lins have you left ? what grace have 
you exerciſed ? what duties have you per- 


formed? and how? Take heed you be not 
deceived 3 
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deceived 3' Syvive to enter 14 at the. ſtrata 
gate, fod 'many will ſeek, ro enter in , ani) 


w 'whHhs 


" Dur, 8, ; Riſe « 


; You having ſo miny warnings, timeſþ | 
and means to prepare for death and judg.(w 
ment, .and will not, who. will- pity youÞÞ: 
when you periſh ? God wiltnot, Prov. 1, 
26,27, Chriſt will not, Lake 19/27. An-ſe 
* Rels, Saints, Miniſters will not, all willjter 
 afay, awaywith them, let chem be damned, iv 
©*® And Oh what a kitling and amazing y<: 
fglit will Chriſts coming in the Clouds of 
be:to/all that either denied his coming, or | of 
who would not prepare-for it. His incar- | - 
nation was terrible, Mat. 2. 3. His cruci- d 
hxion'was more terrible, Luke 23. 44,45, | ® 
47,48. But his being on the Tribunal will | 
bem6ltterrible. Then ſhall the: Tribes of | t 
the 'Earth monrn, Mat. 24+ 30. and men | 2 
cty tothe rocks and mountains to fall on | | 
{ 


them, Rev. 6. 15, 16, When they ſhall ſec 

ſo-many thouſands and millions. of Men | 
and Women dragged down with all the | 
Devils of Hell, to that burning Lake of | 
fire. and brimſtone. | How will they” then | 

mourn for ſorrow of heart, and how! for | 
Vexa- 
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mation of ſpirit, and with bitterneſs of 
gl wiſh they had never heard of Chriſt, 
hit they had been born among the Hea- 
hen, or never had a being, or enjoyed a 
' iſe of pleaſure upon the earth ! How will 
the wretched ſinner beat his breaſt, pluck 
imeſof his hair, tear his bowels, crying out 
de.f(when he ſees all hope is gone) O that 
0a $had now no ſonl ! or that this immor- 
2, tall Soul were mortal! that I might now 
n+ Wdie, and breath no more ! or that my ſen- 
ill tence might be but to lodge with Devils 
d, fin this burning Lake for ten thouſand 
ng fears, that ſoI might not remain in a ſlate 
h of baniſhment from the face and preſence 
x | of God to all Eternity. 
-| - O then pray ! that ſcrious thoughts of 
j. | death may be always upon thine heart 3 
and whither thou goeſt, let them go3 and 
1 | where thou lodgeſt, let them lodge 3 that 
f] thou mailt ſpeak of them to thy Children 
1 } and Family, when: thou fitteſt in thine 
| | houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the way, 
and when thou lieſt down, and when thou 
riſeſt up. Oh let theſe great things of 
death and judgment, be bound: as a fign 
-upon thine hand, and. write them upon 
the poſts of thine houſe, and on thy gates, 
that they may be always before thine 
| eyes 


ty 


an 
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eyes, . for thy good always,that thou 
eſt beware leſt thou forget the Lord t 
Gad,and the everlaſting concernments 
thy immortal Soul, and Gods anger 
[ kindled againſt thee, and deſtroy t 
| ſuddenly, with a mighty deſtruction. 

; Conſider now what I have ſpoken, ar 
the Lord give thee underſtanding in; 
things, 2 7 im. 2.7. Which js that Ge 
wiſheth in the Text, O that they w 
wiſe, tbat they underſtood this, that thy 
would conſider their latter end. 


